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“And you shall
know the truth,
and the truth shall
make you free”.
             John 8:32
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The destruct ion of churches,  criminal
prosecution of ministers, the prohibition of
gatherings that are not coordinated with the
authorities and the harsh Sinification (Chinese
influence) on Christianity — are all elements of
the Chinese leadership’s deliberate policy towards
the church, according to Open Doors.

Dr.  Ron Boyd-Macmi l lan,  di rec tor  of
strategic research at Christian charity Open
Doors, said the Chinese Communist Party, led
by Chairman Xi Jinping, is increasingly
concerned abou t  the country’s  gr owing
Christian population. This is precisely the
reason for such harsh actions against the
churches.

“We think the Chinese leaders fear that the
church in China will continue to grow at the
same pace and become a real threat to the
regime”, Boyd-Macmillan said. “If growth
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continues at the same pace as we have seen since
1980 (which is about eight percent a year), then
by 2030 the number of Christians in China will
amount to three hundred million people.

This means that a large social group is
emerging in the country that is capable of
challenging the communist government, and this
prompts the authorities to act preventively.

Therefore, the government is carrying out a
rigid Sinification of the church, meaning it’s
trying to merge it with the Chinese identity —
we see this throughout the country. The
government has banned online Bible sales.

In addition, churches are under surveillance,
they are forcibly closed regardless of whether
they are underground or belong to the ‘State
Church’”.

According to the Open Doors report, China is
the seventeenth most persecuted country in the
world. The organization notes that although the
church is constantly growing, Christians are
under great pressure.

https://inlight.news

Among some Christians, there is
such an opinion that a once repentant
sinner no longer needs repentance
since God has forgiven them and
therefore there is no need to repent
every day. They argue that if a
believer repents of their sins every
day, then they do not trust that God
forgave them. However, I think this
is not a correct relationship with God.
And I’ll explain why.

For example, take a typical family

and deeds. However, unfortunately,
very often the conscience in a person
simply sleeps soundly and awakens
only in the rarest of cases, especially
among unbelievers. When we come to
God with repentance, then it is the
conscience that begins to convict us
of all our voluntary and involuntary
sins. At such moments, it really wakes
up from a long hibernation. And here
it is very important not to put it to
sleep again.

Apostle John wrote in his epistle:
“If we claim to be without sin, we
deceive ourselves and the truth is not
in us. If we confess our sins, he is
faithful and just and will forgive us
our sins and purify us from all
unrighteousness” (1 John 1:8–9).

Holy Apostle John, as well as
Apostle Paul, clearly emphasized that
even a believer is far from perfect.
Therefore, to assert that a believing
person no longer has any sin in
themselves is not true. Why? Because,
even without sinning in some actions
or deeds, each of us is still capable of
sinning (even if unwittingly) in our
thoughts. If we analyze our thoughts
during the day or week it will become

obvious that we are still, unfortunately,
far from perfect. And the only thing
that justifies and cleanses us from all
sin is the recognition of it before God.

I’ll tell you about myself. For more
than a quarter of a century I am living
in harmony with God, serving Him
and people. However, my conscience,
originally laid in me by the Creator,
convicts me every time if somewhere I
involuntarily sin in my mind.
Therefore, knowing in advance my

imperfection (although I constantly
strive for the opposite), every day I
recite by heart before God the fifty
first psalm (a psalm of repentance)
along with a number of other prayers.
And this psalm remains relevant today
for many of us, if, of course, our
conscience is awake.

Therefore, today I propose that we
all read together as a prayer this psalm
before God.

“Have mercy on me, O God,
according to your unfailing love;
according to your great compassion
blot out my transgressions. Wash
away all my iniquity and cleanse me
from my sin. For I know my
transgressions, and my sin is always

before me. Against you, you only,
have I sinned and done what is evil
in your sight; so you are right in
your verdict and justified when you
judge. Surely I was sinful at birth,
sinful from the time my mother
conceived me. Yet you desired
faithfulness even in the womb; you
taught me wisdom in that secret
place. Cleanse me with hyssop, and
I will be clean; wash me, and I will
be whiter than snow. Let me hear

consisting of parents and children.
How many times can children be at
fault to their parents and how many
times in their lives can they ask them
for forgiveness? The answer is
unequivocal: quite a few times. And
all this is quite normal. One or another
child realizes their guilt before their
parents, asks for their forgiveness and
the parents forgive them despite the
fact that this is not the first time. It
turns out that we can ask for
forgiveness from our earthly parents
whenever we feel at fault, but for some
reason some Christians consider it
wrong to repent of their sins before
God. They say, by this we express our
distrust in Him, since He has already
forgiven us once.

The fact that God forgives every
repentant sinner is undoubtedly an
indisputable fact. However, we all
remain far from perfect people even
after we come to God with repentance.
Apostle Paul wrote about this in his
letter to the Philippians: “Brothers
and sisters, I do not consider myself
yet to have taken hold of it. But one
thing I do: Forgetting what is behind
and straining toward what is ahead,
I press on toward the goal to win
the prize for which God has called
me heavenward in Christ Jesus” (Phil.
3:13–14).

In his statement, Paul emphasized
that he is an imperfect person but,
despite this, striving for perfection.

Every person from birth, regardless
of our sinful nature, has such a feeling
as conscience. It is conscience that helps
a person not to commit bad actions

IF WE CLAIM TO BE WITHOUT SIN, WE DECEIVE OURSELVES...
joy and gladness; let the bones you
have crushed rejoice. Hide your face
from my sins and blot out all my
iniquity. Create in me a pure heart,
O God, and renew a steadfast spirit
within me. Do not cast me from your
presence or take your Holy Spirit
from me. Restore to me the joy of
your salvation and grant me a willing
spirit, to sustain me. Then I will teach
transgressors your ways, so that
sinners will turn back to you. Deliver
me from the guilt of bloodshed, O
God, you who are God my Savior,
and my tongue will sing of your
righteousness. Open my lips, Lord,
and my mouth will declare your
praise. You do not delight in sacrifice,
or I would bring it; you do not take
pleasure in burnt offerings. My
sacrifice, O God, is a broken spirit; a
broken and contrite heart you, God,
will not despise. May it please you
to prosper Zion, to build up the walls
of Jerusalem. Then you will delight
in the sacrifices of the righteous, in
burnt offerings offered whole; then
bulls will be offered on your altar”
(Psalms 51:1–19).

I’ll tell you honestly: I say this
psalm (this prayer) every day before
God and my conscience tells me
approvingly not to stop doing this.
After all, it is not for nothing that
the Bible says to all of us: “If we
claim to be without sin, we deceive
ourselves and the truth is not in us”
(1 John 1:8). This means that daily
repentance will never be superfluous
for anyone.

I. GORIK.

Three hundred million by 2030.
Why Chinese leaders are trying to stop the church
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Some people ask the question: “Why
do you need to be a member of a local
church? Isn’t it enough that I believe
in God, have fellowship with Him, and
try to keep His commandments?”

And really, why? One of the robbers,
crucified with Christ, was saved
without water baptism and church
membership. So it’s okay for others
too?

Indeed, Christ told the thief,
crucified on His right side on Mount
Golgotha, that he would be with Him
in paradise. But it should be noted
that this was no longer a robber, but
a completely renewed man, filled with
saving faith and publicly confessing
his repentance. The Word of God is
very succinct and meaningful! It omits
many small details, about which one
of the evangelists said: Jesus did many
other things as well. If every one of
them were written down, I suppose that
even the whole world would not have
room for the books that would be
written (Jn. 21:25).

And yet, the Bible did not hide from
us the repentance and confession of
his guilt by the former robber, which
was expressed in his words: “We are
punished justly, for we are getting what
our deeds deserve. But this man has
done nothing wrong”. Then he said,
“Jesus, remember me when you come
into your kingdom”(Lk. 23:41–42).

Let’s analyze his words.

“WE ARE PUNISHED JUSTLY”
What is behind these words?
You can go around more than one

prison, asking convicts about the
fairness of their sentence, and most
will say that they did not deserve the
harsh sentence they received. This
testifies that in their lives there is no
self-conviction and true repentance.

In the example of the robber, he
acknowledged that being punished in
such a way as being nailed to a cross
was a perfectly fair retribution for
the crimes he committed. This can
only be stated by a person who has
realized the gravity of their crimes.
A person who has felt the depth of
pain and suffering that they inflicted
on other people, that is, the victims
of their robbery. The depth of such
conviction can only be manifested in
people who are enlightened, who have
received their sight, and in fact, is
evidence of true repentance which we
see in the former robber who is
repenting.

“WE ARE GETTING WHAT OUR
DEEDS DESERVE”

These words testify that the
repentant robber fully agrees with their
sentence even if it is the death penalty
by crucifixion.

I have heard the debates of human
rights activists in the United States
who are trying to ensure that pain
medicine is given before the lethal
injection of paralytic poison,
administered during executions, since
criminals killed without it can feel
pain. We are talking about several
minutes of convulsions and paralysis
before death... They say: If it hurts,
then it is inhumane! It is necessary to
anesthetize and make the killing
process comfortable.

So, the former robber was agreeing
to be nailed for a whole day to a
wooden cross for his past crimes,
when he said: We are getting what
our deeds deserve. That was the depth
of his remorse. He was ready for evil
to be punished with him! The robber
was crucified during the period of
salvation by deeds and with his dying
sufferings paid for his crimes
according to the principle of the old
covenant: Tooth for tooth, eye for eye,
and by faith in Christ he acquired
salvation! But in what status he is
there, we do not know. After all,
besides the bride of Christ, who will
have a special privileged position,
there will be saved nations who will
walk in the glory of Christ and His
church.

THE ROBBER SAW THE LORD
IN A CRUCIFIED BLOODY
AND HUMILIATED MAN

What did the words uttered by the
repentant robber, addressed to Christ,
mean: Jesus, remember me when you
come into your kingdom?

It is incredible that a robber, whose
name was not even preserved on the
pages of the Gospel, acknowledge a
King who was humiliated, ridiculed spit
upon man and crucified next to him.
And he saw it just when the people
passing by cursed Him, and the disciples
stumbled on account of Him and fled
shamefully. In him appeared the faith
that the apostles had lost (Mk. 15:29)!

Returning to the
argument that the
former robber was
saved without water
baptism, it is important
to note that the
crucified one could no
longer leave the cross
to do that. And Chris-
tian water baptism
acquired its meaning
only after the death of
Jesus Christ. But this
exception to the norm
is a vivid indicator of
God’s mercy, mani-
fested in the salvation
of a person who sin-
cerely turned to Him
in a seemingly hopeless
situation. This example
of the salvation of the
thief on the cross also
gives hope to others!
Perhaps, besides the
robber, someone else
was saved or will be
saved at the last
minute of their life,
but an exception does
not cancel the rules
established by God!

WHAT DOES GOD INSTRUCT
Jesus Christ, while still on earth,

repeatedly spoke about the building of
the church, which He endowed with
certain authority and in which He
promised to dwell among the people
gathering in His name. He also spoke
of mutual service and the love among
yourselves.

Here are some of those statements:
Mt. 16:18 — ...and on this rock I

will build My church, and the gates
of Hades will not overcome it.

Mt. 18:19–20 — Again, truly I tell
you that if two of you on earth agree
about anything they ask for, it will be
done for them by My Father in heaven.
For where two or three gather in My
name, there am I with them.

Jn. 13:34 — A new command I give
you: Love one another. As I have loved
you, so you must love one another.

Mk. 9:35 — Anyone who wants to
be first must be the very last, and the
servant of all.

Christ on the day of his ascension
commanded his disciples to be together
and await the promised Holy Spirit,
which is what they did.

Acts 1:4 — ...while He was eating
with them, He gave them this command:
“Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for
the gift my Father promised...”.

Acts 1:14 — They all joined
together constantly in prayer...

Acts 2:1 — When the day of
Pentecost came, they were all together
in one place.

And after the day of Pentecost,
when they were baptized with the Holy
Spirit, the believers continued to gather
together.

Acts 2:42 — They devoted them-
selves to the apostles’ teaching and to
fellowship, to the breaking of bread
and to prayer.

Acts 2:44 — All the believers were
together...

Acts 11:26 — ...for a whole year
Barnabas and Saul met with the
church and taught great numbers of
people. The disci ples were called
Christians first at Antioch.

The apostles not only themselves

were constantly in church fellowship,
but they also call all Christians to this.

1 Cor. 11:18 — ...when you come
together as a church...

1 Cor. 14:26 — When you come to-
gether, each of you has a hymn, or a
word of instruction, a revelation, a tongue
or an interpretation. Everything must be
done so that the church may be built up.

Heb. 10:25 — not giving up meeting
together...

Let’s look closer at the following
verse from the Holy Scriptures:

Acts 2:41 — Those who accepted
his message were baptized, and about
three thousand were added to their
number that day.

In this text we see the sequence of
events leading to the growth of the
church: people were baptized and
added. That is, joining the local
church in Jerusalem took place through
the acceptance of the Good News,
repentance and the entering into a
covenant with God through water
baptism. From the text in Acts 2:41
we can assume that someone kept a
count of those who were saved and,
therefore, was joined to the church.

PURPOSE OF THE CHURCH
The Church of Christ is a union of

people who believe in Jesus Christ
for joint service to God on the basis
of the gospel teaching.

Literally, the Greek word ecclesia
means the elect or called from
somewhere and gathered together. The
church is not a building, but a
gathering of people who have believed,
united into one organism in order to
evangelize the world, spiritually give
birth, nurture and lead the children
of God to perfection. The Church is
called to reveal Christ and His teaching
to the world and by her personal
example to show that there is an
opportunity to live a pure and holy
life among the depraved human race.

The word church has two main
meanings.

 Ecumenical Church — all
redeemed believers from different
tribes and peoples of all times, baptized
into one body and constituting the
bride of Christ or His Body.

Local church — congregations of
believers in separate regions.

Local churches have ideal con-
ditions for the development of each
member and the achievement of
sacrifice, harmony and mutual respect
among church members. Developing
these skills is essential for living
together in the Kingdom of Heaven.

WHY IT IS IMPORTANT
TO HAVE CHURCH MEETINGS

AND ATTEND THEM
1. Because Christ Himself pro-

mised to be present at them and to

edify His children (Acts 20:32).
Mt. 18:20 — For where two or

three gather in my name, there am I
with them.

2. For the service and glorification
of God.

Acts 2:47 — ...praising God and
enjoying the favor of all the people.
And the Lord added to their number
daily those who were being saved.

Acts 13:2 — While they were
worshiping the Lord and fasting, the
Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me
Barnabas and Saul for the work to
which I have called them”.

Rom. 15:5–6 — May the God who
gives endurance and encouragement
give you the same attitude of mind
toward each other that Christ Jesus
had, so that with one mind and one
voice you may glorify the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

3. To serve others and be edified
by the ministry of other members of
the church.

When we serve others, we ourselves
invariably improve, grow, as we receive
an additional portion of the power,
wisdom and knowledge of God. Here
is what Christ said about it when he
compared Himself to a vine, and us
to the branches: He cuts off every
branch in me that bears no fruit, while
every branch that does bear fruit he
prunes so that it will be even more
fruitful (Jn. 15:2).

1 Pet. 4:8, 10 — Above all, love
each other deeply, because love covers
over a multitude of sins. ...Each of you
should use whatever gift you have
received to serve others, as faithful
stewards of God’s grace in its various
forms.

1 Cor. 14:12 — So it is with you.
Since you are eager for gifts of the
Spirit, try to excel in those that build
up the church.

1 Cor. 14:26 — What then shall
we say, brothers and sisters? When you
come together, each of you has a hymn,
or a word of instruction, a revelation, a
tongue or an interpretation. Everything
must be done so that the church may
be built up.

4. In order to fulfill in practice
what Christ commanded and what he
prayed to His Father, that is, for the
unity and mutual love of His
followers among themselves.

Jn. 13:35 — By this everyone will
know that you are my disciples, if you
love one another.

Jn. 17:20–22 — My prayer is not
for them alone. I pray also for those
who will believe in me through their
message, that all of them may be one,
Father, just as you are in me and I am
in you. May they also be in us so that
the world may believe that you have
sent me. I have given them the glory
that you gave me, that they may be
one as we are one.

5. To offer a sacrifice of sociability
that is pleasing to God.

The holding of and participating in
joint meetings is not only useful and
edifying for ourselves, but is also
regarded by God as a sacrifice that is
acceptable and pleasing to Him! Indeed,
real communication is hard work,
because all people are of different
spiritual ages. And spiritual infants
are characterized by selfishness, pride,
pettiness and quarrelsomeness. But it
is into such a body that God calls us
to help others grow spiritually and
become perfect ourselves.

Rom. 12:4–5 — For just as each
of us has one body with many members,
and these members do not all have
the same function, so in Christ we,
though many, form one body, and each
member belongs to all the others.

Heb. 13:16 — And do not forget to
do good and to share with others, for
with such sacrifices God is pleased.

6. In church fellowship we can learn
more about others and bear each
other’s needs.

Gal. 6:2 — Carry each other’s
burdens, and in this way you will fulfill
the law of Christ.

(Continued on page 3)

    

WHY BE A MEMBER OF A LOCAL CHURCH?
P A S T O R ’ S  W O R D
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

         











     

     









 

   






     




       

       

  

 





        





   




 
          
        





       







       

    





     
     
 















      







  

       





(Continued from page 2)

MEMBERSHIP IN THE CHURCH
Most of Apostle Paul’s epistles

found in the New Testament are
addressed to local churches. In
Revelation, we also see an appeal to
specific communities that were at that
time in specific cities. There are no
examples of Christians in the New
Testament who are outside the church
alone, declaring, I am a member of
the universal church.

Joining a local church means
agreeing to be accountable to other
church members and ministers. For a
proud and self-centered person,
accountability may not seem very
attractive, but what a blessing it is in
times of life’s trials and difficulties.
Even when, under stress, it seems that
you are about to break down, the
knowledge that you are not alone, that
someone prays and worries about you,
gives you strength and helps to
overcome. The involvement of friends
in your sorrows alleviates suffering.
It is not for nothing that it’s said,
shared grief is half the grief, and shared
joy is double the joy.

By joining a church, we offer
ourselves to one another for correction,
criticism, and service. We place
ourselves under the leadership of
leaders and obey them (Heb. 13:7).
We are, as it were, testifying: I am
staying here. I want to help you grow
in godliness. Help me grow too.
Membership in a local church and the
principle of accountability also helps a
lot when a Christian’s heart is
overcome by coldness or sin and, as a
result, spiritual blindness. Then the
nearby church members and ministers
can help the falling brother, support
him, and if necessary, apply church
discipline.

James 5:19–20 — Brethren, if
anyone among you wanders from the
truth, and someone turns him back, let

him know that he who turns a sinner
from the error of his way will save a
soul from death and cover a multitude
of sins.

Even when you move to a city just
for a few years, it is still a good idea
to join a church (for example, you are
a college student). Then your home
church can be calm that you will be
taken care of, and your current church
will know that you want to be taken
care of and supported in their church.

I had to see Christians who were
satisfied with their righteousness and
independence, who were not matched
by any church in terms of their holiness
(all churches were unworthy of them)
until their own children grew up...
Then problems and difficulties began
with their children, a lot of questions
arose, and the parents shed bitter tears.
Say what you like, but it is much easier
for children to grow and form in the
circle of their peers — approved
Christians! Organized Sunday schools,
youth ministries, having water
baptism, finding the choice of a life
partner is much easier when in a church
environment.

Some complain about the ritualism
in the church and the lack of spiritual
awakening that typically revives
Christian society. Yes, it was so at all
times of prosperity, of religious
freedom, when unregenerate souls
joined the church. After all, most
revivals were preceded by a period of
oppression, persecution, during which
Christianity was purified and then
awakened. At the time of threats to
jobs, freedom and life itself, all
artificial Christians who did not have
a personal relationship with God and
who served Him only by ritual, fell
off. But it is also worth noting that
with all the ritualism and religiosity,
children are often protected from
corruption and criminal experience
(especially during adolescence), which
is very good. And when difficult

periods come into their lives, often you
see hearts awaken and rituals
disappear.

MEMBERSHIP IN THE CHURCH
HELPS MINISTERS OF THE

CHURCH IN THEIR MINISTRY
In the first letter to the Corinthian

church (1 Cor. 5:1–13), Apostle Paul
teaches the church how to deal with
sin in it’s midst. In chapter 5 verses
12–13, the words inside and outside
are used to refer to the church
community. The church has the
privilege of judging only those inside,
the members of the church, so that
they may escape eternal judgment.
How can we know who is inside and
who is outside the church without
official membership? There are other
texts in the New Testament that
indicate that the local church is a
clearly defined group.

In Acts 6:3, the Jerusalem church
is instructed to hold some kind of
election: ...seek out from among you
seven men... The phrase from among
you suggests a group of people
separated from those who were not
from among them. In other words,
the deacons had to be members of the
local church.

In Heb.13:17 (in the NKJV
translation) it says,  Obey those who
rule over you, and be submissive... This
is the responsibility of every member
of the church. And the church
ministers were also given a command,
for they watch out for your souls, as
those who must give account.

The pastor is not responsible for all
Christians in the world, but only for
those who are under his care. In a
society of free, unaccountable pari-
shioners without church membership,
how will a pastor know who his flock
is and for whom he will give account
to God for? Without becoming a
member of a local community, a person
does not give the pastors the right to

take care of them and their families.
And this is very much felt in the
spiritual world, when the family is not
under the prayerful protection of the
church.

Membership in a healthy Bible
community confirms your confidence
in the truth of your faith and
strengthens it by confirming that your
faith is not just your own personal
religion, but that it is part of the
faith once passed on to the saints
(Jude 1: 3).

TESTIMONY FOR UNBELIEVERS
Another good reason to join a

church is for the benefit of those who
are not yet in the church or do not yet
believe in Christ. We represent Christ
better by being part of a committed
and stable community, a local church
community where we can bring others
as well. Everyone will know that you
are My disciples if you love each other!
(John 13:35).

How can a believer relate to the
above scripture if due to their duty of
service, found themselves in places
where there is no church? What should
such a person do? First, they should
remain a member of the church from
which they came from, maintaining
periodic contact with the ministerial
staff, until a church is found or
formed at the place of residence. The
same should be done in cases where
the local community is of doubtful
direction and you cannot become a
member of it for fear of harming your
spiritual health. But it is better to have
communication with spiritually
imperfect people than to be left alone
without socializing at all.

Heb. 10:25 — Not forsaking the
assembling of ourselves together, as is
the manner of some, but exhorting one
another, and so much the more as you
see the Day approaching.

Aleksandr BORISENKO.

WHAT ONE SOWS, ONE WILL  REAP

WHY BE A MEMBER OF A LOCAL CHURCH?
P A S T O R ’ S  W O R D



PRISONER  ¹3(33), 20214

Lately, I have been hearing negative things about certain
countries, politicians, and ministers of the church. Of
course, in the current difficult situation one would certainly
want to sort it out, having clarified for oneself who is
right and wrong, clearly place boundaries, divide the world
into friends and foes and find oneself on the right side of
the barricade. But we must admit that most often such
judgments are overly negative, even abusive. This is
especially evident in social media where a kind of parallel
reality is being created. You go out into the street after it
and you are surprised — it turns out in reality people are
calmer, more benevolent, responsive. People are rushing
about their business, children are playing, young people
are laughing. You go on Facebook — and as if a tub of
dirt was poured on you. You begin to understand: if
somewhere there is a notorious atmosphere of hatred, then
on the Web there is.

O RCRITICISM REJECTION

It’s obvious to me that there are two poles in Scripture.
To the categorical, self-confident and self-righteous, the
Savior and the Apostles say: Do not judge, that you will not
be judged (Matt. 7:1), ...do not judge in any way before the
time... (1 Cor. 4:5). To those who are mistaken, uncertain,
ignorant, it is said: ...the spiritual judges about everything...
(1 Cor. 2:15), ...judge by righteous judgment (John 7:24).
As usual, the greatest difficulty is to find a middle ground
to maintain a balance. And here perhaps it is worth asking
yourself a few questions in order to distinguish judgment
from condemnation, criticism from vilification, discussion
from fierce disputes.

Am I knowledgeable? It is amazing how people without
specialized knowledge and competencies speak out about
complex issues of geopolitics, investigations of plane crashes,
military affairs, government and economics. At the same
time, the media of one kind or another are used to collect
information — usually those to whom they have sympathy.
And then the picture of the world already created in the
head begins to be projected into reality. Those who see
differently are deliberately zombified by some kind of
propaganda. The results of investigations and court decisions
are no longer of such great importance: everything is clear
anyway.

Am I fair? In other words, am I able to honestly see the
weaknesses of different points of view, do I see shortcomings,
among other things, in my own position? Is there room for
self-criticism? Can I disagree even with those for whom I
have sympathy? Indeed, in the Holy Scripture there are
many warnings about the danger of partiality and the need
for judgment, regardless of who you’re facing (James 2:1).

Am I benevolent? Are my judgments dictated by love for
people, and not by resentment, bitterness, or vainglory? Is
my tone polite? Is the manner of speaking respectful? Is
speech pure (Col. 4:6)? Am I constructive? Can I calmly
weigh all the arguments, find common ground, propose a
solution to the problem? Or is my goal to satisfy offended
pride, defeat everyone in an argument, destroy relationships,
build walls?

Am I specific or concrete? I noticed one bad tendency:
the sins (imaginary or real) of some politicians or church
ministers are transferred to the whole country or
congregation. We tend to see the world stereotypically,
labeling our opponents in one group or another. And now it
is not the person himself with his unique opinion and
character that is of interest, but generalizations are made
based on the opinions of several people. At the same time,
personal responsibility and personal opinion are ignored.
The most popular, unfortunately, are not weighted
assessments but indiscriminate generalizing and denigrating
judgments.

Finally, am I able to stop? I must admit that it has
always been a temptation for me to continue communicating
to the bitter end, until the opponent has nothing to say. But
the strength of a Christian is sometimes manifested in the
fact that they will be the offended party, even suffering
hardships (1 Cor. 6:7). I think it is not at all a victory in
the dispute or the last word in the discussion that is the
most valuable thing in the eyes of God, but correct, balanced,
moderate and benevolent judgments that are able to reconcile
enemies, build bridges and break down walls.

By Anton LEBEDEV, www.kbogu.ru

In the 1950s, Nobel prize-
winner and pioneer of atomic
energy, Enrico Fermi, while
working at Los Alamos nuclear
facility in New Mexico, raised
some straightforward ques-
tions: Are we the only techno-
logically advanced civilization
in the universe, and if we are
not, then where are they? Why
haven’t we seen any traces of
extraterrestrial life such as
probes or transmissions? Why
haven’t we found their artifacts
on Earth or in our solar system?

But it is not for the lack of
searching. In 1960, astronomer
Frank Drake commenced Project
OZMA (named after Princess
Ozma in The Wizard of Oz), the
first organized search for
intelligent extraterrestrial radio
signals. He also developed a
binary coded message system,
with the idea that a picture could
be obtained through a proper
decryption of the codes. Drake
constructed the first interstellar
message ever transmitted via
radio waves by our planet for
the benefit of any extraterrestrial
civilizations. This message is
known as the Arecibo Message
of November 1974. His mes-
sages have also been incor-
porated on the plaques on the
Pioneer 10 and Pioneer 11
missions, and on a recording
that was placed aboard the
Voyager spacecraft — just in
case alleged aliens should happen
to intercept one of these craft.

about a third of the universe’s
assumed age. So there could
well be much older planets which
might therefore have even more
advanced alien races.

OOPS! SORRY,
NEIGHBOUR... NOT!

Fermi (not unreasonably,
based upon his evolutionary
precepts) also suggested that
intelligent aliens would be
curious explorers just like us.
In a 14-billion-year-old uni-
verse, he said, there should
have been plenty of time for at
least the very first advanced
race to send starships to
colonize planets. Even if the
first colonizing expedition took
a million years (assuming
numerous generations of
explorers), the new colony, once
established, and the original
civilization, could then both
send out another expedition
apiece to colonize other planets,
doubling the number of new
colonies every million years.
After 10 million years, there
would be 1,023 alien colonies,
and after 20 million years,
there would be one million. At
that rate, in 40 million years,
there would be one trillion
civilizations. After 14 billion
years, the number of alien
civilizations in the universe
would be tripping over each
other — and this overpopu-
lation assumes the evolution of
only one race of intelligent

place. Despite looking for so
many years, they might say,
they’ve only scanned a fraction
of the known universe.

AN EVOLUTIONARY
PREDICTION IS WANING
This failure presents a real

challenge for SETI and other
scientists. If the universe is
billions of years older than the
earth, then intelligent life has
had plenty of time to evolve
elsewhere. So why aren’t the
airwaves fi lled with their
communications? SETI’s Sho-
stak suggested an answer: “The
usual assumption is they’re
some sort of soft, squishy aliens
like you see in the movies —
just a little more advanced than
we so we can find them. But
the galaxy [our Milky Way] is
two or three times that age [of
the earth], so there are going
to be some societies out there
that are millions of years,
maybe more, beyond ours”.

In short, Shostak believes
that we may be a primitive
culture trying to communicate
with older, more advanced
civilizations, similar to a jungle
tribe that bangs on drums and
is listening for return messages
from yuppies who communicate
with mobile phones. If this is
the case, then Shostak believes
it should be enough to find
even the merest speck of life,
past or present, on other
planets.

He explains: “If another
world — [such as Mars] the next
world out from the sun — is
proved to have supported life,
that would imply that the
cosmos is drenched with living
things. We could conclude that
planets with life are as common
as phone poles (emphasis
added)”.

But this suggestion does not
satisfy Fermi’s original ques-
tion. This ‘lack of ETs’ idea
has become known as the Fermi
paradox — in short, “Where is
everybody?” Even SETI enthu-
siasts admit that the paradox
is a difficult one to ignore,
because any advanced alien race
would surely have developed
technology in the electro-
magnetic spectrum to be able
to communicate effectively as
humans have done, and thus,
we should be picking up their
communications — even if sent
from distant locations millions
of years ago.

THE ‘POWER OF THE
EVOLUTIONARY

PARADIGM’ BLINDS
PEOPLE

There is a simple answer to
why we have not found (or been
visited by) intelligent, sentient
life that is like, or even more
advanced than, humans —
there is none! There was no big
bang and no billions of years,
and it is no accident that the
earth occupies a special position
and appears unique. It is
because it was uniquely designed
that way by a unique Creator
God. Isaiah 45:18 reminds us:
For thus says the LORD, who
created the heavens (he is God!),
who formed the earth and made
it (he established it; he did not
create it empty, he formed it to
be inhabited!): “I am the LORD,
and there is no other”.

Gary BATES, creation.com

THE FERMI PARADOX
If evolution really happened all over
our universe, where is everybody?

aliens. The problem would be
compounded further if intel-
ligent life had independently
evolved in more than one
planetary system.

This is a nagging problem
for those who believe in the big
bang and the evolution of life
on Earth. Modern space
agencies admit that they have
so far failed to find even the
slightest signs of intelligent
extraterrestrial life. As National
Geographic magazine pointed
out, in an interview with SETI’s
senior astronomer, Seth Sho-
stak, “He and his colleagues
have never found proof [that]
anyone... or anything... ‘up
there’ is trying to make
contact”.

Of course agencies like SETI
might argue that this is setting
up a bit of a straw man. After
all, the universe is a massive

In 1995, as a result of
private funding, Project
Phoenix was launched and
SETI (Search for Extrater-
restrial Intelligence) had its
genesis. Since Project Ozma,
and via 60 different projects,
the SETI organization has been
scanning the universe at a rate
of millions of radio frequencies
every second for over 50 years.
And how many ETs have they
caught ‘phoning home’ in that
time? Zero!

The ultimate reason why so
much time and money is
expended on such searches is
belief in evolution. If life
evolved by chance here on
Earth, then it must have evolved
countless times given the
alleged vast age of the universe.
Furthermore, it is believed that
at 4.6 billion years, our solar
system is relatively young,
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      

    
      


        











      







     




      

  

     
    
      


      


 
    





    
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    
 





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
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
  
       
      


  



 

     










      






     








      

     


   





      
  
 


  
    

     


 
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


  

     
     






      
     


   



   

    
 


















 
 



A FAST THAT IS PLEASING TO GOD

P
R
O
V
E
R
B
S

Praying out of habit
     

    
     
      
    


      

    


     

       
  
    


     
     

     




    
     
    
   
      
     
 

The best gift
    

    
     

  
   
  




  
 



     



    
   

  





   
   




TOP I C  FOR  REFLECT ION
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TEST IMON IES  OF  BORN -AGA IN  CHR I ST IANS

I FIRST WITNESSED ANGELS

     



    
     



  












      
      
    


     


    





     

   






   


 

      


   



    
     
     
      



 


    
   
     
      



  
    

      
     

   




       

      



      
    


    
    
      



  





     


      

   



    

 






     
    
  
     
   
      

    
   
    








  






    
    


    
 

    






 



      





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

   

    



 
      
 
   
     




   



     
















  



     





      

   



     




    


     




    


     
    
    


       




     
 







     





 
    



     


 


   





  



    
     




      


     
     



     













     











    

   
    








    



     



     
     


 












     


    


   
  
     


    
     



    




      

      


     
  

    





    




   
   
    



   

    



    

 
     



     
    




    
 






  







     

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

     
   
     

     
 





     


    

  








    
   
     


     




    


 








    

    




     

  

     




     


    



   
   
    












   


    


      




      

     
     

   

     

   


  


    

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   
   
    
     
   
    
      
     
    
      



     

     
     




     
    



    



     


      
   
 
    

    

 

 

    

    


     


    


    
    
   


     
    


    

      
    
  

  





      



      
   


     
    





  







 
       






      
   
      

    
   

     



     
    


   
    
    



    
   
    

      


      





     


    
    


  
   


  




  



      
    
 
   
   
     

    




    






    




      









      
 
     





     

   


    
 




  

    







      


 


     


    


  

    

       






   


    

     
    
     



     


     
 
    
    

   
     







     

   
  
  





      
  
    
  
 




     



     

    
      
      
      







     




 



    




     
     
    
   

     
    


     
    
    







      
    
  


    



 
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


    




  











        
 

        

        
    




  



   

  


 









    

      


 



     






    



 


   
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       
  







      






     












words 
 

us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of 


       



 







         



    

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











    
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

  

     


      
   


     




       
     






   
    
     

    

     

     














     
    



 





      





      


    
      



     


  


     
    

    


    

   

    
    



  

      




      

    

    







   


    





    
    



    

    




   






 

       
 



     

     

     
 

     


     


   

A Long way to real freedom
   






 









     

     

  

    







   


      


    

    


  
      

 


    

     





 










 

 

   


     


    
   

     










   
      




     



    

    





     

    
      

     

     



 



    







  

    











  

      
    

    
     


   




      
    


   
   
    



 



Three prison terms, police
chases, loss of loved ones and
total powerlessness, rage and
anger. Richard Cifuentes’
story is reminiscent of a
Hollywood thriller, but God
really answered his prayers and
renewed his heart.

Richard Cifuentes was on
the run. Often God finds us
in such a state where we try
to escape, but due to our
inherited sinful nature we
simply cannot escape from our
sins. The police were pursuing
him on an attempted murder
charge. To go to jail for the
third time, he hid. Hiding and
trying to find a way out he
called his mother.

“The only one who can help
you is God”, she told him.

He did not pray a day in
his life. But that day, Richard
knelt down and said: “God, if
you exist, help me change. Help
me get out of this”.

Thirty minutes later, the
police broke down his door,
handcuffed him and took him
to the police station. Calling
his mom from prison, Richard
asked her: “What God do you
serve? I’m behind bars. Your
God didn’t save me”.

From criminals to ministers. Richard Cifuentes
on how God changed his heart in prison

His mother
assured him that
the biggest thing
God wants to
save him from is
a lifestyle that
destroys every-
one. It was hard,
but Richard took
his mother’s
words to heart.
There were eleven
years in prison
ahead of him,
but the words of
his mother see-
med to pierce his
heart, he simply
could not get rid
of them: “God
wants to save you from this
way of life...” For the first
time he took the Bible in his
hands and began to read. He
read about the love and the
kindness of God that seemed
to fill every word in Scripture.

To satisfy his ever-increasing
hunger for God, as well as to
distract himself from the

criminal environment, Richard
signed up for the mentoring
program of the Crossroads
Prison Ministries.

And suddenly, as he began
to read letters from his mentors
and act as they say, he noticed
that his mind and heart began
to change.

“I started reading twenty to

thirty chapters from the Bible
a day, and it changed my life!”
exclaimed Richard.

One day, near the end of
his term, Richard found out
that his wife had passed away
and he could not even attend
the funeral.

The news came as a heavy
blow. He was ready to give up

on life, faith, and God. Give
up everything and disappear.
Richard threw his Bible into
the trash. He wanted to forget
everything he read there. He
tried and failed to forget God.
He took the Scripture out of
the trash, opened it and came
across a verse: “Then I said,
‘I will not make mention of
Him, Nor speak anymore in
His name’. But His word was
in my heart like a burning fire
Shut up in my bones; I was
weary of holding it back, And
I could not” (Jer. 20:9).

“I realized that the Word of
God was a burning fire in my
heart that cannot and will not
be extinguished”, says Ri-
chard.

From that moment on, he
passionately studied and
preached the Word of God. He
is currently an ordained
evangelist and leads the Deep
in the WORD Ministries in
Texas.

“It changed my life. I’ve
been a criminal all my life, and
then suddenly God changed
me from a gangster to a
minister. Now I am returning
what I received”.

https://www.inlight.news
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Scott Highberger a Drug Addict and
Convict Found Abundant life in Prison

    
      

    
    





    
      

















  
    

  
     


     
    
     

   

  
  
     





   



  



   


   
  
    

   
   
   
   

  
   


    
 
   

    
  




    

     

      

    

   
   




  






     


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 






 

I Deliberately Took
A Step Toward God

TEST IMON IES  OF  BORN -AGA IN  CHR I ST IANS














 






      
    
    



   
 




   








     




 
     



           



 








      







  
  














      
       

          
















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

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



       
















“If He could bring me back to life
after such a fall, then He can do

anything”. The skydiver spoke about
his near-death experience

      

       




      


  






         
    

        

           


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



         



          








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
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
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 
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

WHO IS MOLEK?


      
         









       




     

   

       

      


   

       



      




        




     

      
    



        
 


     




    
   


    
     



     






      





WHY IS EVERY DAY
THANKSGIVING DAY

FOR CHRISTIANS?


 


       
      

          










   





       



          




        
       

  


   


      




         

        
 
      


WHY DID JESUS
PUBLICLY DENY HIS

MOTHER AND BROTHERS?


 
       













       





  

   





 



  


 


         
    


       

  





WHY DOES WISDOM
SPEAK IN PARABLES?



     
       
     
 
   



     




      
     



          







ATTENTION!
Dear readers, today the newspaper “Prisoner”

has the status of the two languages: Russian and
English. “Prisoner” is printed in the Ukraine and
in America. However, it is published and distributed
exclusively by voluntary donations. For all those
wishing to contribute to the success of “Prisoner”
all the requisites are indicated in the last column
of the newspaper. For those in America who wish
to donate to the newspaper “Prisoner” and support
the prison ministry, there is a tear off form, where
you can donate and specify what you want the
donation to go for. God bless you!
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



The publication office
requests that you enclose
your postal address with
your material (testimonies,
sermons, articles, etc.) for
publication in “Prisoner”.
If you enclose photos with
your material, we will be
glad to publish them.

And for those of you
just on the way to God,
it’s time to turn to our
Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ with a short prayer:

“Lord Jesus, I believe
you are God’s Son; You
died for my sins and rose
again for my salvation.
I accept you as my
personal Lord and
Savior. Please forgive all
my sins and grant me
eternal life. Amen!”

INDEPENDENT
CHRISTIAN  NEWSPAPER

Dear readers!
“Prisoner” is distributed free of
charge in America (USA,
Canada), Germany, Iceland,
Czech Republic, Estonia,
Moldova, Belarus, Russia,
Kazakhstan and Ukraine.
Publication of this newspaper
depends on donations. Send
your material and financially
support the publication of this
important newspaper for society.

God bless you all!

 


     
   


    


  
  
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“PRIVATBANK”
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of Dolgushina Irina Nikolayevna:
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In Vietnam they spread
the Gospel by motorcycle

Christianity is growing even in the face of persecution in
communist Vietnam, but pastors in the fastest growing regions
say this growth is not driven by an increase in the number of
church buildings, but by an increase in the number of
motorcycles available to ministers who open new churches.

“New religious laws passed in 2018 have tightened res-
trictions on Viet-
namese Christians”,
said Dr. Hyun Suk
Foley, a spokesman
for Voice of Martyrs
Korea. “The persecu-
tion of Christians is
felt especially stron-
gly in the north of
the country, especi-
ally when it comes to

planting churches
for thirty-four in-
digenous minority groups that have not yet been reached
by the Gospel. But, despite strong persecution, the
inaccessibility of mountainous terrain, narrow roads and
extreme remoteness, it is there that the church grows the
fastest”.

Foley’s spokesman notes that pastors working in the
area often serve hundreds of small house churches, and
they use motorcycles to get to each one.

“More than three hundred thousand people from the
Hmong ethnic group alone have converted to Christianity
since the 1980s, but there are still no large churches”,
says spokesman Foley. “However, there are hundreds of
thousands of small groups of believers who gather in
household services that are officially banned in the country.
Today, about ten thousand Hmong and Montagnard
Christians from the central highlands of Vietnam are
stateless because local authorities refuse to issue them
identification cards — in many cases in response to their
conversion to Christianity. In such conditions, the
construction of church buildings is not only impractical,
but also illegal. This is why Vietnamese pastors actively
use motorcycles in their ministry as a kind of traveling
church”.

Typical is the example of Pastor Dong (name changed
for security reasons). The pastor, a member of an ethnic
Tao group from Caobang Province, became a Christian in
1998 at the age of sixteen when he was miraculously healed
of an illness that caused him to faint frequently.

“Since 2003, God has called me to ministry”, says Pastor
Dong. “Currently I serve in a church of one hundred and
fifty members. God appointed me to the leadership team in
Cao Bang Province to provide spiritual support to more than
two hundred house churches located in four Tao villages.
Despite the fact that I am very busy with pastoral ministry, I
still prefer to share the gospel with unbelievers. In 2020, I
preached the gospel to two hundred unbelievers, sixty of
whom accepted Jesus Christ. I also take time to visit new
converts, especially those who are the only Christians in their
area. These people are subjected to curses, physical punishment,
abuse and threats because of their new faith”.

Pastor Dong was one of ten pastors for whom the Voice of
Martyrs Korea and other sister missions from Australia and
the Netherlands purchased motorcycles in 2020.

Foley’s spokesperson notes that motorcycles are most needed
by ethnic minority pastors to return to their villages after
graduating from Bible schools, because motorcycles make it
possible to do a ministry that would have been difficult to do
without.

One of the pastors who received a motorcycle this year
graduated from Bible school a year ago. He was offered the
position of pastor in a church in that city. However, he
refused and returned to his hometown in one of the ethnic
minority areas. The motorcycle gave him a vision of ministry
among his people that he believed would be more rewarding
than ministry in a more prestigious city church.

Voice of Martyrs — Korea lists Vietnam as one of the five
remaining communist countries in the world, including China,
North Korea, Laos and Cuba among others.

“Each of these countries, including Vietnam, has anti-
religious legislation”, said Foley’s spokesman. “In countries
where communism still rules, the persecution of Christians is
not a thing of the past”.

Foley’s spokesman says the motorcycle costs one million
three hundred thousand won for the Vietnamese pastor.
Donations received by the CIND Foundation in January will
go towards this project.

“The Voice of the Martyrs Korea”,
https://bog.news

According to Open Doors, by 2021, the number of
persecuted Christians in the world has increased dramatically.
A year ago, two hundred and sixty million people were
persecuted, but now the number of persecuted Christians has
reached three hundred and forty million.

This means that one in eight Christians in the world faces
persecution and discrimination for believing in Jesus Christ.

Open Doors presented the ten most dangerous countries for
Christians.

1. North Korea. The price for Christianity in North Korea
has long been a death sentence. And even if you are not
killed immediately, you will be sent to a labor camp as a
political criminal.

2. Afghanistan. ISIL and the Taliban still have a huge
influence in Afghanistan, with the Taliban controlling most
of the country.

3. Somalia. Islam is considered an important part of the
Somali identity, and if any Somalis are suspected of converting
to Christianity, they are in great danger. Members of their
family, clan, or community will be pressured, intimidated, or
even killed. Women can be raped and forcibly married off.

4. Libya. In Libya, there is no freedom of speech, no freedom
of religion, and the possibility of church life is extremely
limited. Although there are about thirty-five thousand
Christians in the country, only a small number of them are
Libyans, while the majority are emigrants and migrant
workers.

5. Pakistan. Pakistan’s notorious blasphemy laws are widely
used against Christians, and Islamic extremist groups have
fiercely defended the laws, attacking and killing those who
are alleged to have violated them.

6. Eritrea. Government security forces monitor phone calls,
monitor and conduct countless raids aimed at capturing
Christians and curbing the activities of house churches.
Christians can be arrested and imprisoned without trial.

7. Yemen. Christians in Yemen usually keep their faith a
secret, because if they are discovered, they face the death
penalty. It is forbidden to leave Islam.

8. Iran. The Iranian government sees the conversion of
Muslims to Christianity as an attempt by Western countries
to undermine Iran’s Islamic rule. Christians of Muslim origin

are most perse-
cuted, primarily
by the Govern-
ment but also
by their families
and communi-
ties.

9. Nigeria.
More Christians
are being killed
for their faith
in Nigeria than
in any other
country. Violent
attacks by Boko
Haram, the
Fulani Muslim

pastoral fighters, ISWAP (an affiliate of ISIS) and other
Islamic extremist groups have unfortunately become
commonplace in the north and middle of the country and are
increasingly penetrating the south.

10. India. Hindu extremists believe that all Indians should
be Hindus, and for this the country should get rid of
Christianity and Islam. To achieve this goal, they use large-
scale violence. Christians of Hindu origin are subjected to the
greatest pressure and oppression.

As the degree of persecution in the world is steadily increasing
and the number of those persecuted is getting higher, let us
support in prayer those whose faith in Jesus may cost their
freedom and even their lives.

https://inlight.news

Every eighth Christian
on the planet suffers

for their faith


