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C H R I S T I A N
N EWS

IT’S TIME TO LEARN TO FORGIVE OTHERS
Unforgiveness is like destroying yourself from the

inside because, when you don’t forgive someone, you
constantly live with that anger, and it doesn’t give
you peace. The inability to forgive often comes from
a lack of love and from being proud and selfish.
When a person doesn’t forgive their offender,
revenge plans start forming in their mind. The
strength of revenge depends on the nature of the
offense. For example, if someone insults you with
words, you think about how to respond with an
equally strong word. If it’s a physical offense, your
desire for revenge also takes a physical form. A
person who can’t forgive constantly lives with these
thoughts. Even if they can’t take revenge, the desire
to do so doesn’t go away. Sometimes, people even
feel somewhat comforted if they see others suffer in
a similar way, which gives their wounded pride a
small sense of relief.

Why is there so much hatred, revenge, and evil in
the world? It’s because of the lack of love. Sadly,
most people are imperfect in love, which leads to the
inability to forgive. If there were a test to measure
unforgiveness, the results would be shocking. The
main problems in society come from not being able
to love and forgive. These actions show that a person
lacks God in their life, meaning they are without
faith. For unforgiveness and lack of love are foreign
to God, who not only loved this sinful world but
also forgave every repentant sinner.

Many people today come to God asking for
forgiveness of their sins. But often, while asking
God to forgive them, they do not forgive others. Jesus
Christ, while on Earth, taught His disciples what
the Kingdom of Heaven is like. He gave a very
instructive parable showing the importance of
forgiveness:

Therefore the kingdom of heaven is like a
king who wanted to settle accounts with his
servants. And when he had begun to settle
accounts, one was brought to him who owed
him ten thousand talents. But as he could not
pay, his master commanded that he be sold,
with his wife and children, and all that he
had, and that payment be made. The servant
therefore fell down before him, saying, “Master,
have patience with me, and I will pay you all”.
Then the master of that servant was moved
with compassion, released him, and forgave him
the debt. But that servant went out and found
one of his fe llow servants who owed him a
hundred denari i;  and he laid hands on him
and took him by the throat, saying, “Pay me
what you owe!” So his fellow servant fell down
at his feet and begged him, saying, “Have
patience with me, and I will pay you all”. And
he would not, but went and threw him into
prison till he should pay the debt. So when his
fellow servants saw what had been done, they
were very grieved, and came and told their
master all that had been done. Then his master,
after he had called him, said to him, “You wicked
servant! I forgave you all that debt because
you begged me. Should you not also have had
compassion on your fellow servant, just as I
had pity on you?” And his master was angry,
and delivered him to the torturers unti l he
should pay all that was due to him (Matthew
18:23–34).

After this parable, Jesus added: So My Heavenly
Father also will do to you if each of you, from
his heart, does not forgive his brother his
trespasses (Matthew 18:35).

In today’s world, do we love and forgive as Jesus
did? It’s  c lear that unforgiveness brings bad
consequences. Many countries claim to be Christian,
and preach ideals of love and goodness. Millions of
people attend Christian churches, but unforgiveness
still exists in society. Not only is there individual
unforgiveness between people, but there is also
societal unforgiveness. For example, former prisoners

often face prejudice and rejection from society. Why
do society and even so-called believers look down on
them? Is every ex-convict guilty of wrongdoing to
every free citizen? Why are they automatically
ostracized? By rejecting ex-prisoners, society only
increases crime rates. Many ex-prisoners return to
crime after facing rejection. This cycle continues,
affecting families and communities.

Unforgiveness also harms a person’s mind. When
you hold onto anger, you destroy yourself inside.

Unforgiveness often involves the desire for revenge,
which can make a person just as bad as the one they
can’t forgive. And sooner or later, everyone will
answer to God for their actions — good and bad.
The Bible says: For God will bring every work
into judgment, including every secret thing,
whether good or evil (Ecclesiastes 12:14).

In all Christian nations, it is taught that God sent
His only Son to reconcile humanity to Himself. Jesus
Christ showed us that all sinners, no matter who
they are — thieves, murderers, or liars — can be
forgiven if they repent. The Bible clearly says: There
is none righteous, no, not one (Romans 3:10).
And also: If we say that we have no sin, we
deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us
(1 John 1:8). The Bible tells us that all people are
sinners, but if they repent, they will be forgiven: If
we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness (1 John 1:9).

Yes, God does forgive the repentant sinner and
cleanses them from all unrighteousness. But what
many people miss in their repentance is that
unforgiveness is a sin, just like all others. So asking
God for forgiveness while not forgiving others is
meaningless. Jesus made it clear: For if you forgive
men their trespasses, your Heavenly Father
will also forgive you; but if you do not forgive
men their trespasses, neither will your Father
forgive your trespasses (Matthew 6:14–15).

I believe that today’s society needs to change its
view of righteousness because true righteousness and
truth are found in God’s laws, and those laws are
based on love. Love that forgives everything. God
showed us that love in His Son, who forgives us and
continues to forgive us. So maybe it’s time for us
all to follow God’s laws and learn to love and forgive
everyone? Let each person reading this remember
who they stil l  haven’t forgiven. Living with
unforgiveness is like praying in vain.

Let’s remember, as we approach the celebration
of Christ’s resurrection, that the Lord washed
away all our sins with His holy Blood and forgave
us. Let’s also remember those we still haven’t
forgiven. Christ rose for our forgiveness and
justification. Let’s learn to forgive others too!

I. GORIK

   
    
 
     


    

   
   
   
     

  
   


 
   





    
  

    
     
    
      




    



    
     
   

Pastor,
family killed
in Islamist

attack


      
     


        
       
    



    
    


     
      
    
     




    
  

     
   

 

 
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
      
      
       
    
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   

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  
 
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


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
     



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    


   

 
    
 
      
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       



    
      
      


       
    
     
    

      

      
     



 


     

      



   





 
   


       


     
      
      







 







  

    
      
  
      



   





     
   






  





       


      
    

      


    


      



 
   












    
      
      






      
     
    


 


    





       

       



       

     

      
  


   
       

 


 








   
     

      


 

  
      

      
       
     
 





      

      


      


    
     

   

   
   
   
   

    
   
   
    
   
    
  
   


   


   
    

      

     

      
     


       
      

    


      




     






    
      


  

       

     

 

  

   





     
 


    

      
      


        
      
      
 
    



       

    
     



LIVING BY FLESH AND LIVING BY SPIRIT
PASTOR’S WORD



3PRISONER  ¹2 (48), 2025

C
H
R
I
S
T
I
A
N

N
E
W
S

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF CHRIST’S SACRIFICE
In sermons, we often hear that

Jesus died for our sins. But why
did He do this? Why was death
the necessary payment for sin?
Why was Christ’s sacrifice the
key to our salvation? An
incomplete understanding of this
question creates uncertainty about
God’s forgiveness and a superficial
attitude towards the Redeemer. To
truly appreciate the significance of
Jesus Christ’s death, it is
important to understand what sin
is, what its consequences are, and
how Christ’s death became our
salvation.

WHAT IS SIN
Sin is any deviation from God’s

perfect and holy will. It manifests
both through conscious resis-
tance to the commandments set
by God and through inaction,
when a person misses the
opportunity to do good that is
expected of them.

1 John 3:4 — Everyone who
commits sin also commits law-
lessness; and sin is lawlessness.

Lawlessness can be defined as
the conscious or unconscious
violation of the boundaries set by
God. These boundaries are meant
to regulate human behavior,
protecting people from spiritual
and moral decay. Partial
understanding of these boundaries
is embedded in each person’s
conscience. Conscience, being the
inner voice, reminds us of the
principles of good and evil, helping
us distinguish the righteous from
the sinful. However, full knowledge
of God’s boundaries is revealed
only through the Scriptures, which
serve as the unwavering authority
and guidance for human life.
When a person, knowing these
commandments, deliberately
crosses them or ignores them, they
consciously choose the sinful path,
thereby violating God’s will and
depriving themselves of closeness
to Him.

James 4:17 — So whoever
knows the right thing to do and
fails to do it, for him it is sin.

Often people try to behave
cautiously, avoiding conflicts or
obvious harm to others. They
strive for a neutral position,
where their actions do not harm
those around them. However, in
their caution, they may limit
themselves to passivity, taking no
positive action and failing to
assist those in need. This
approach, although seemingly
harmless, is spiritually wrong.
Indifference to good and
unwillingness to actively do good

are considered sins, as inaction
in righteous deeds contradicts
God’s purpose for humanity. A
life devoid of good deeds
resembles an undeveloped
potential that could have served
God’s glory but was consciously
or fearfully left unrealized.

CONSEQUENCES OF SIN
The world created by God is a

harmonious system where both

nature of sin, its destructive
consequences, and the need for
redemption. One such major law
is the proclamation: For the
wages of sin is death... (Romans
6:23). This law reveals the depth
of sin as a spiritual separation
between man and God, leading
to both physical and eternal
death. Moreover, the Bible says
that for all have sinned and fall
short of the glory of God...

was not merely an act of mercy
but a necessary step to fulfill
God’s plan of salvation. Contrary
to what people might have
expected, believing in a Messiah
who would abolish the strict
demands of the law, Christ came
not to destroy or abolish God’s
commandments, but rather to
fulfill them completely.

The laws given in the Old
Testament were perfect, but they
also revealed the imperfection of
man, his inability to meet God’s
requirements, and his need for
salvation. Christ not only lived
according to these laws, but He
also embodied their deeper
meaning, becoming the perfect
sacrifice capable of atoning for
human sins. His life and death
became an example of how a
person should live in harmony
with God and with others.

Jesus fully fulfilled the law,
accomplishing what was impos-
sible for a human being. He took
upon Himself the punishment
that we deserved, thereby
opening the way for recon-
ciliation with God for all people.
In His life and death, Christ
demonstrated that salvation is
not possible without full
surrender, without fulfilling
God’s will, even if it requires the
greatest sacrifice.

Thus, the mission of Jesus was
not to abolish the law but to
fulfill it by carrying out all its
demands in His own life and
sacrifice on the cross. This not
only allowed forgiveness for
those who believe in Him but also
provided an example of how God
desires those who believe in Him
to live: with love, compassion,
and obedience to His will.

THE IMPORTANCE
OF REPENTANCE

Repentance is a key com-
ponent of the path to forgiveness
and freedom from sin. However,
in order to experience true for-
giveness and purification, it is
necessary not only to acknow-
ledge one’s sins but also to
sincerely desire to break away
from them. Sin not only breaks
the relationship between man
and God but also brings
destruction into his life.
Liberation from sin is impossible
without realizing one’s guilt and
desiring change. Repentance
becomes an act of personal
choice, in which a person rejects
their sinful nature and turns to
God for help in changing their
life.

1 John 1:9 — If we confess
our sins, He is faithful and just
to forgive us our sins and to
cleanse us from all unrigh-
teousness.

This verse reminds us that
forgiveness and cleansing from
sins are only available when a
person sincerely acknowledges
their mistakes and brings them
before God. It is important to
understand that God not only
forgives but also cleanses from
all unrighteousness, giving a
person a new heart and the
ability to live according to His
will.

However, cleansing from sin
does not happen automatically.
The blood of Christ, shed on the
cross, has the power to cleanse
only those who are ready and
willing to be freed from their
sins. This is not a mechanical
process but a spiritual one,
based on cooperation between
the person and God. When a
person continues to cling to
their sinful habits and refuses
to abandon them, Christ’s
sacrifice remains fruitless for
them. God is always ready to
forgive, but forgiveness
requires sincere repentance, a
willingness to leave old ways
behind and return to God.

Thus, repentance is not
merely a verbal acknowledgment,
but an inner desire for change,
a desire to be freed from the
power of sin and live according
to God’s commandments. It is a
process that begins with
recognizing one’s guilt but
continues in the everyday
struggle for righteousness, in a
sincere desire to follow Christ.
Only through true repentance
and a desire to change one’s life
can a person experience complete
cleansing and restoration in their
relationship with God.

CONCLUSION
The death of Jesus Christ

holds the greatest significance for
all humanity. Only through this
do we receive forgiveness,
liberation from the slavery of sin,
and the hope of eternal life. But
it is important to remember that
salvation is only possible to the
extent that we open our hearts
to God. Partial obedience does
not save but only leaves room for
spiritual death. Only by opening
our hearts completely can we
experience true freedom and life
in Jesus Christ.

Revelation 3:20 — Behold, I
stand at the door and knock; if
anyone hears My voice and opens
the door, I will come in to him...

A. BURTSEV

In 2023, a substantial
number of individuals, tota-
ling 402,694, decided to
formally dissociate themselves
from the Catholic Church in
Germany, a significant figure
though slightly less than the
record set in 2022.

The German Bishops’ Con-
ference, which came out with
these statistics, said while
these numbers are high, they
reflect a slight decrease from
the 522,821 departures
recorded the previous year,
indicating that this was the
second-highest departure rate
to date, according to National
Catholic Reporter.

In Germany, church mem-
bership has financial impli-

Over 400,000 people formally left Germany’s Catholic Church in 2023
cations due to the church tax
system, which is a part of the
broader tax structure.
Members who formally exit
the church no longer need to
pay this tax, providing a
financial incentive for
deregistration. Exceptions to
this requirement include low
earners, the unemployed,
retirees, students and others.

Despite the slight dec-
rease in departures, the
overall membership of the
country’s Catholic Church
stood at roughly 20.35
million by the end of 2023,
according to the German
Bishops’ Conference.

The backdrop to these
departures includes a long-

standing crisis stemming from
scandals related to abuse by
clergy members, NCR noted.
In recent years, many have
turned away from the Catholic

Church as these issues have
persisted.

In an effort to address
these concerns, the bishops
and a prominent lay orga-

nization launched a three-year
reform initiative known as the
Synodal Path. The process,
marked by deep divides
between progressive and

conservative elements within
the Catholic Church, cul-
minated last year with calls
for the church to sanction
blessings for same-sex
unions despite overt oppo-
sition from the Vatican.

Further tensions have
surfaced in a subsequent
reform process initiated this
year following Vatican

pressures to halt previous
reform votes.

The figures are alarming.
They show that the church is
in a wide-ranging crisis,

Limburg Bishop Georg
Batzing, the head of the
Bishops’ Conference, was
quoted as saying. Reforms
alone will not solve the church
crisis, but the crisis will get
worse without reforms. And
so changes are necessary.

The issue of declining
church membership is not
isolated to the Catholic
Church in Germany.

The Protestant Church also
reported substantial departu-
res, with around 380,000
members leaving in the past
year, mirroring levels seen in
2022 and reflecting challenges
facing religious institutions in
Germany.

Christian Post

physical and spiritual laws
operate. These laws are neither
random nor changeable according
to human desire, as their
foundation lies in the perfection
of God’s plan. Physical laws, such
as gravity, the water cycle, or
thermodynamics, regulate the
material world, making it
predictable and suitable for life.
People can study these laws and
use them, but they cannot cancel
or alter their nature.

Similarly, in the spiritual
realm, there are laws that govern
the relationships between God
and humans, as well as between
people. These spiritual laws are
just as immutable as physical
ones, and their violation leads to
real consequences. For example,
the law of sowing and reaping
states: Whatever one sows, that
will he also reap... (Galatians 6:7),
emphasizing the inevitability of
the consequences of human
actions.

Among spiritual laws, espe-
cially important are those
concerning sin. They explain the

(Romans 3:23) . No one is
exempt from this fate.

Another important law states
that everyone who commits sin is
a slave to sin (John 8:34),
highlighting that sin enslaves
the human will, turning it into a
prisoner of its desires and
passions.

All these laws indicate that sin
never goes without consequences.
Ignoring spiritual principles leads
to destruction, just as neglecting
physical laws can result in
catastrophe. Understanding
these spiritual laws is crucial for
realizing our responsibility before
God and for understanding the
necessity of salvation, which is
only possible through the
sacrifice of Jesus Christ.

WHAT JESUS CHRIST DID
FOR US

Jesus Christ, the Son of God,
came into this world, taking on
human nature, to save people
from eternal destruction and
restore their relationship with
God. His coming into the world
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Serhiy Dudka: God delivered me from darkness

Yuriy Ashykhin: I am learning to love again

Serhiy Dudka was born into an
ordinary working-class family. He
grew up in a criminal neigh-
borhood, which led him down a
dark path. Before reaching adul-
thood, he received his first
suspended sentence for armed
robbery.

In the 1970s, many young people
idolized criminal figures, and
Serhiy longed to be accepted
among them.

The streets shaped me. I was
under police supervision as a child,
and my first crime was simply a
result of the environment I grew
up in.

He wanted to become an autho-
rity figure, someone others res-
pected and feared.

I thought that strength was the
way to prove my worth or to be
above others. In the criminal
world, I saw power. I wanted to be
feared, to be talked about.

Living by criminal codes, Serhiy
soon received a second conviction,
this time with real prison time.
Shortly after being released, he
was imprisoned again.

For me, that was normal. I
thought it was cool. Back then,
having served time gave you
status. Even tattoos had me-
aning — unlike today, where
anyone gets them. For example,
I have a large monast ery
tattooed on my back, and each
dome represents a prison sen-
tence I served.

While serving his second
sentence, Christian believers
were allowed into the prison to
share about God. Serhiy res-
pected them but believed he had
his own path.

Deep inside, I knew I was
breaking the law. But I justified
myself; this was my way of life. If
I had truly understood how wrong
it was, I might have tried to
change. But every night, before
sleeping, I’d think: “Serhiy, it’s

time to stop. How much longer can
you keep doing this?”

After being released, Serhiy
vowed to quit drinking and start
anew. But after spending five
years in prison, he struggled to
adapt to life outside.

I was used to a different life —
where I was provided for, where
everything was arranged. On my
first day of freedom, I got drunk,

hidden! Who would get it? That
was my mindset back then.

Doctors did their best, but his
chances of survival were slim. It
was in that hospital bed that
Serhiy cried out to God.

At that moment, I gave my life
to Him. I realized that only He
could help me. Humans could do
nothing more. I called out to Jesus.
Maybe it was a vision — I can’t

God did. He is alive, and He acts.
I know He loves me, and I have
experienced His love.

Serhiy firmly believes that all
his past sins have been forgiven.

I know that He has forgiven me
because His Word says so. I believe
in the Bible without a single doubt.
If Jesus said that whoever believes
in Him has eternal life, then it is
true. If the Bible says we are
redeemed by His blood and our
sins are forgiven, then it is true.
The price has been paid. I have
given my life to Him, and I know I
am forgiven.

After his conversion, Serhiy
found purpose and hope.

I once lived in darkness, not
knowing what lay ahead. I did
what I wanted, with no regard for
consequences. But now, at almost
69 years old, I have lived half my
life in sin and half with Jesus
Christ. And I am grateful that He
rescued me.

I know who I am. I know why I
live. I know where I am going. That
is the greatest thing I have gained
in Christ.

He is my Mighty, Glorious, Life-
Giving, and Loving Father. We are
His adopted children.

Serhiy has been happily married
for 30 years and serves as a pastor
of the Victory Church in Brovary,
as well as a bishop of Victory
Churches in the Kyiv and
Chernihiv regions. His calling is
to minister to those whose lives,
like his once was, have been
destroyed by sin.

Everyone needs God. If a person
seeks Him, they will find Him. God
will reveal His power and glory. I
truly believe this. The greatest
decision of my life was accepting
Christ — it is the best thing that
can happen to anyone.

For the Son of Man has come to
seek and to save that which was
lost.

Heaven TV7, YouTube

Yuriy Ashykhin was born in
Ukraine. After his parents divorced,
he and his two brothers were raised
by their mother. From a young age,
Yuriy was part of a criminal gang and
lived accordingly.

I was not a good boy. I was someone
who constantly needed some kind of
thrill.

After the army, Yuriy immersed
himself in adult life. He found a well-
paying job and enjoyed luxurious
living.

I had a pretty good job. I worked as
a driver for a private company. I had
a foreign car. When people earned ten
to fifteen dollars, I was making one
hundred to one hundred fifty.
Everything in my life was luxurious.

Financially, in terms of work, company
status, and housing, everything seemed
perfect. But deep inside, my life lacked
meaning, and I felt constant inner
dissatisfaction.

Yuriy could not imagine living
differently, so he continued going with
the flow. Then, drugs entered his life.

My first injection resulted in an
overdose. Yes, it was bad, but it also felt
good, paradoxical as that may sound.

One day, some acquaintances asked
to use his apartment to cook drugs.
By law, this entitled him to a portion
of the substance.

But that time, when they injected me,
I liked it. I liked the feeling itself. I
suddenly realized that you didn’t have

to drink vodka, get drunk, or fall into
puddles. There was a noble, elite
substance that you carefully draw into
a syringe, inject into your vein, and then
sit quietly. You are very calm, you don’t
bother anyone, you don’t shout. And at
the same time, you can maintain a
seemingly normal life.

Yuriy never planned on becoming a
drug addict. He was convinced he
could control the situation.

No addict, whether it’s their first time,
fifth, or sixth, ever believes they will
become trapped in the system. Each
one thinks: “This only happens to
others”.

But I can do it. I won’t become
addicted. I can control myself. I know
how to choose the right day, the right
opportunity, and honestly, I don’t even
like the life of a drug addict. I’d rather
live like this and allow myself to relax
occasionally.

At that moment, I made a decision —
I would have these relaxing days once
or twice a month.

Six months later, after another
relaxation day, Yuriy felt unwell. He
thought he had caught a cold.

I remember that moment. I felt so
awful, my whole body was aching. But
then I took a shot, and everything went
away. And that’s when I realized and
told myself: Yuriy, you’re hooked. You
can’t live without drugs anymore.

(Continued on page 5)

and within two weeks, I was back
in jail.

Was I ever truly free? It felt
like a brief, colorful illusion. My
so-called ’freedom’ ended with a
store robbery and another prison
sentence.

During his last sentence, Serhiy
was in a severe accident involving
a truck. He suffered multiple
fractures and serious internal
injuries, barely surviving.

As I lay there, I thought: “This
is it. I’m dying”. But my thoughts
weren’t about my mother or my
son. Instead, I worried about the
food package in my locker — my
bacon! And the money I had

fully explain it — but I spoke to
Him. I said:“If You save me from
this, I will serve You”. And I kept
my word. He healed me — not just
physically, but spiritually. He gave
me a new life and completely
transformed me.

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ,
he is a new creation; old things
have passed away; behold, all
things have become new.

Thirty years have passed since
Serhiy repented and entrusted his
life to God.

Throughout my life, different
systems tried to change me — the
juvenile justice system, the prison
system — but none could. Only
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(Conclusion. Beginning on page 4)

But I wasn’t scared. I still believed
I could control it — I could work, I
could talk to my mom, I could be a
normal guy, even while using.

Drugs required money. And Yuriy
started having problems at work.

To put it briefly, in six months,
everything at work changed completely.
I started stealing, and not just small
amounts — I was taking large sums,
and eventually, I quit. By that time, I
had already started making drugs at
home. Even my mom began noticing
something was wrong. Why? Because
things started disappearing from the
house. And probably, the only person
in the world who understood that a
solution was needed was my mom.
Because I didn’t think I needed a way
out. I accepted that I was a drug
addict.

To get money for drugs, Yuriy
began robbing his neighbors.

In the first year or two, my home
became a place where I stole. I robbed
almost all the basements, drying rooms,
and hallways in the building. I kept

sinking lower and lower. People stopped
greeting me, stopped inviting me to
birthday parties. And when a person I
considered a friend got married and
didn’t invite me to his wedding, that’s
when I realized — I wasn’t just a drug
addict, I had hit rock bottom. That
realization sent me into a downward
spiral. If, at that moment, someone had
offered me drugs in exchange for selling
my own mother, I would have done it
without any remorse.

While I was deep in addiction, my
father passed away. I have two older
brothers. They knew I was an addict,
but they still invited me and asked me
to help with the funeral arrangements.
They said, “Can you buy a coffin?” I
asked, “What do you mean? With
money?” They said, “Yes, we’ll give you
the money”. I replied, “Of course, I can”.
They gave me the money for the coffin,
and I disappeared with it. When the
time came to bury my father, there was
no coffin. Because I was a drug addict.
Now, I talk about conscience.

One day, Yuriy’s mother came across
a brochure that said God delivers
people from drug addiction. She started

Yuriy Ashykhin: I am learning to love again
attending church, repented, and
prayed for her son.

I live on the ninth floor. One day, I
sat on the balcony. One foot was inside
the apartment, and the other was already
over the edge. The railing was between
my legs. I thought: If I swing forward,
it will all be over. If I stay — what
for? And I remember that prayer: God,
if You are real, help me.

My mom came to me and said, “Do
you want to go to a rehab center?”
And I said, “I do”.

Yuriy started rehabilitation at a
Christian center for drug addicts. He
quit smoking and firmly decided to
complete the program to the end.

I realized that I didn’t want to go
back. At that time, I didn’t know how
to move forward, but I definitely didn’t
want to return to my old life.

Over time, Yuriy was completely
freed from drug addiction. His life
changed drastically and gained
meaning.

I know what I’ve been through.
Today, I’m almost at life’s midpoint:
I’ve lived one part without God and
the other with God — almost equally.

And I can compare. Even though my
life doesn’t yet have everything I desire,
everything has meaning. Because it is
all filled with God and His love. And I
am learning to love.

Yuriy is especially grateful to his
mother for never giving up and
fighting for his salvation and
deliverance.

When I was a drug addict, the only
person who fought for me was my mom.
She truly fought. But she didn’t fight
by sending me to hospitals or anywhere
else. She prayed for me. And today, I
can clearly say that if you want to
help your loved ones, find a church
that believes in the living God, go there,
and start praying before Him. Ask the
people in that church to help, guide, and
direct you. And I am almost certain:
anyone who sincerely believes in the
living God and begins to pray will see
their loved ones revived.

Yuriy Ashykhin is fifty years old.
He is married and has two children.
He serves as a pastor at the Victory
Church in Radomyshl.

Heavens TV7, YouTube

Belief in the bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ
is perhaps the most difficult obstacle to Christianity.

It’s easy to believe that the Bible is a book of
wisdom, that the soul exists, and that prayer helps.
But to believe that Jesus Christ died and then rose
again bodily — that seems almost like a fairy tale.
Many think that it didn’t really happen — that
Christ’s disciples later made up the story of the
resurrection.

Why is it so difficult to believe in the resurrection?
Perhaps because we assume that people don’t rise
from the dead and we don’t believe in the possibility
of miracles?

If you think this way, you are in the majority.
But is truth determined by the majority?

I used to think the same way. That’s why I decided
to explore whether there are solid grounds for
believing in the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

This question turned out to be complex, and the
answer could fill volumes of theological and scientific
literature. But I want to offer you the keys that
helped me unlock the mystery of the resurrection.

FIRST KEY — THE EXISTENCE OF GOD
Criticism of the resurrection usually begins with

the argument that true miracles do not happen —
that there are no extraordinary events beyond the
laws and objects of our world.

But if we accept that God exists, then denying
miracles becomes difficult. Observations and
reasoning convince us that the idea of God is not
contradictory. On the contrary, the existence of God
explains the origin of the world, and His design is
the best explanation for the complexity of the
universe and humanity.

In other words, the existence of God is not only
probable but also best aligns with most known facts
about the world. Therefore, it is more likely that
He exists than that He does not.

However, Christianity elevates the question of
God’s existence to the highest level. It claims that
God possesses unique qualities — love and
goodness. And if such a God exists, He will not
abandon humanity without help. And God did not
abandon people in their helplessness, sin, and
suffering. Coming into this world as a Man, He
became like us to take the punishment upon Himself
and redeem us before the Law. He provided
deliverance from sin and death.

Oxford University professor Richard Swinburne
wrote about this: Any serious reflection on how a
good Creator might respond to the suffering and
sinfulness of the people He created inevitably leads
us to the conclusion that He must incarnate.

SECOND KEY — HISTORICAL EVIDENCE
Yes, such evidence is not overly abundant, but it

is sufficient to confidently affirm this event.
Jewish and Roman propaganda tried to suppress

the news of the resurrection from the very
beginning. The Pharisees, the religious leaders of
that time, spread rumors that the disciples had stolen

the body from the tomb, while the Romans created
stories about supposedly similar prophets. However,
these efforts were futile, and Christianity spread
so rapidly that even Roman officials were astonished.

At the end of the first century, Pliny the Younger
wrote to Trajan about this: The number of those
accused is so great that the matter deserves serious
consideration... Not only the cities but also small

The New Testament is permeated with the message
of the risen Savior. Consider this: why would the
disciples create such an unpopular and easily
disprovable story about their Teacher’s resurrection?
They could have adopted any popular ideology of
the time instead of provoking the authorities and
the public.

Yet, the apostles preached about the risen Christ
and endured martyrdom because they had seen Him
alive. People may die for a lie they believe to be
true, but they are unlikely to die for something
they know to be false.

Thus, Christian texts and Church history clearly
testify that hundreds of people saw the resurrected
Christ and thousands believed from the very
beginning of Christianity. Eusebius of Caesarea
testified about the early Church’s proclamation: The
wondrous resurrection of our Savior and His
ascension were already known to many.

FOURTH KEY — THE PERSON
OF JESUS CHRIST

Every investigator of the resurrection must
answer the question: Who was Jesus Christ really?
He does not resemble a deceiver, a manipulator, or
a delusional philosopher.

His life, words, and deeds eloquently testify to
His uniqueness and the purity of His character.
Christ’s teachings and history are too harmonious
and perfect to be a fabrication. His actions and
miracles confirm the truth of His claims. If we
accept the portrait of Christ presented in the Gospels,
we gain the fourth key to understanding the
resurrection.

Ultimately, faith in the risen Christ explains all
the facts about Him, is confirmed by history and
textual analysis, and provides a philosophically
coherent view of the world. But most importantly,
this faith allows us to encounter Christ personally.

The resurrection is the master key that unlocks
the meaning of Christianity. Jesus Christ came into
the world to save everyone. He suffered so that we
would not suffer; He died so that we would not
perish; He rose from the dead to pave the way for
us to eternal life.

Therefore, when we reflect on the resurrection,
it is crucial not to miss the opportunity that God
offers us today.

For God so loved the world that He gave His
only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him
should not perish but have everlasting life. For God
did not send His Son into the world to condemn
the world, but that the world through Him might be
saved (John 3:16–17).

And if you believe in the miracle of the
resurrection, you will lose nothing — except perhaps
the need to let go of your sins. But in doing so,
you will gain the most valuable gift — eternal life
in Christ, for ...the wages of sin is death, but the
gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord
(Romans 6:23).

cru.org

Christ is risen! Is He indeed risen?

villages and remote places are filled with these
followers of a foreign belief...

It is important to note that the resurrection of
Jesus Christ is a verifiable historical fact.

No other event in the ancient world has been as
thoroughly documented as the final years of Christ’s
life, His death, and resurrection. The reliability of
past events is typically supported by eyewitness
accounts, internal consistency of narratives, the
credibility of sources, and the presence of testimonies
that were inconvenient for the eyewitnesses themselves.

The resurrection story successfully meets all
these criteria. No serious scholar today denies
that (1) Jesus Christ lived in first-century
Palestine, (2) He died, (3) His tomb was found
empty, and (4) His disciples firmly believed they
had seen Him alive after His death.

THIRD KEY — THE GOSPELS
AND THE TESTIMONY OF THE APOSTLES
Until the mid-20th century, it was commonly

believed that the Gospels were unreliable because
they were written long after the events and not by
direct witnesses. Another argument was that the
accounts had been distorted through copying.
However, this view is now outdated.

Under the weight of archaeological and textual
discoveries, the dating of the Gospels has been
confirmed within the first century A.D. Moreover,
the Gospel writers have not been exposed in any
significant errors or fabrications. Consequently,
there is no serious historical reason to distrust the
texts of the New Testament.
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THE BIBLE ABOUT GOOD AND EVIL
 

     


     

      
  

  


   



  


 
   





  

   

 

   




 


    
   


  
   

 





    



 

 
 


  
 
   



 

     




  




      
  
  

      





   


 


    

  
    

    

       


   
   



      




 

  

   

     





    





    
   
    
 


    
   
 


   

 


      










  
 




      

     

  
 





      
      

     
     

    







 


     
 

  
  

    
  
  
   

     


    


     
      
  
      


     


     
     
  






 
 
 
  


     


 



     
 

    

    


      

     



    


  

     



     
      





  


   
  
    

      
     

     


     



    
       
 



    






  
     

    


 

     

 


    
    
     



    
    

   


 
  

     





   
  
     


 
 


    


  
 
  



   



     






 




    
   





    
    

     

       

    


     

     
 

  

     

     
   

   
      
     
    



     
   

  


 

    
   

 
 
    
    
    
     

     

     

     


  


     



  
 




QUOTES FROM
FAMOUS PEOPLE

ABOUT GOD
AND THE BIBLE

    



    
        


 

    

    


    
    
   



 


 

 
 

P R O V E R B S

The Parable
of the Torn Cloak



   


    
      











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       
          

        


 
      


  





   






       


  

 


         


  
      




          
 
    
    
   

 



      
        
    



         






   

        


 

         
   


     


  

   


      
 







         

 
      






        
 

       


        


    

         
          

 

   
    



   
         
       

       

 

  


     
        
 


         

  


       
      

   






        

       
        





 




         






  


       











        

          
      










         

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       
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



Spiritual Gifts are the Key to Your Ministry in the Church

 
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
         
      

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
      

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A Christian pastor believes the most
neglected spiritual practice in the
modern world is fasting and contends
it may be more needed than ever.

Dr. Darren Whitehead, senior
pastor of Church of the City in
Nashville, Tennessee, is out with a
book The Digital Fast: 40 Days to
Detox Your Mind and Reclaim What
Matters Most, in which he addresses
the need to apply principles of fasting
to our digital consumption

I am definitely a proponent of
helping people participate in a food

Pastor Reveals How Smartphones, Tech Are Decimating  Kids’ Self-Esteem, Sowing Chaos
fast several times a year or with some
regular rhythm, Whitehead said. We,
as a church, take the first 21 days of
the year and encourage people to have
a season of prayer and fasting.

And while fasting is often
associated with food, Whitehead is
also encouraging people to look more
diligently at the technologies that
have, in many ways, overtaken our
lives, encouraging people in his book
to consider embarking on a digital fast.

The reason that I wanted to do a
digital fast is that for some of the

similar ways that we use food, he
said. We generally can go to food
when we are feeling anxious, when we
are afraid of something, when we have
some surge of feeling ashamed about
something.

Something has happened in society
in these last 15 years or so, where,
instead of going to food, we’re going
to phone, he said. And when you feel
an unpleasant feeling, when you feel
anxious, when you feel afraid. when
you feel ashamed — you can just
unlock your phone, maybe not even

consciously being aware that you’re
doing this.

While this might seem benign,
Whitehead said these sorts of actions
can impact individuals as well as
relationships. This is particularly true
when it comes to the allocation of time.

If all the discretionary moments of
our lives have been chased out, then we
are not able to still ourselves and listen
to the voice of the holy spirit to be
paying attention to what God wants us
to pay attention to, he said.
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       
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

      
      



      

        

 


      
       

    
      

      




  
        
     


   

      

     



 

     
    
        
      
      
 



  


       






    
     

       

       
       
         


    


  
       
         

      


  
      

        
      
     
    




       




       
        
       

      

     

 
      
   

    

        
       

   
       




    






       
  
        




       





    


  
    
 
      
  
  

      

      
 
     
      




     
  






        

     

   

 
    


      
      
    
     

      
       

   
     



   

CAN DINOSAURS FALSIFY EVOLUTION?
Dinosaurs are a constant

source of fascination for
young and old alike. At CMI,
our dinosaur talks are often
the most requested by
churches, and the subject
inevitably comes up during our
question and answer times. But
why? After all, there are
thousands of other extinct
creatures found in the fossil
record — types of shellfish,
insects, fish, amphibians,
reptiles, and birds. Biblical
creationists have no problem
in answering when God might
have created such creatures.
For instance, Day 5 of
Creation Week, about 6,000
years ago, for the sea and
flying creatures and Day 6 for
land animals. However, when
it comes to dinosaurs there is
a seeming mystery. How do
you fit dinosaurs in the Bible?
Why don’t we see them
mentioned in Scri pture? are
the usual questions we receive.

DINOSAURS = MILLIONS
OF YEARS?

But most Christians seem
unaware that they are only
asking these questions because
of evolutionary indoctrination.
Quite simply, most people are
confused because the concept
of dinosaurs is firmly equated
with millions of years (MOY).
The secular world is equally
fascinated by dinosaurs, and
so there is a plethora of movies,
documentaries, and children’s
books; and museums that

elegantly display and recreate
them, and always within an
evolutionary framework of
MOY. And this alleged evidence
is seemingly overwhelming to
many.

Look, we can find their bones,
therefore they are real and
must be MOY old.

The MOY stronghold is so
strong that even well-meaning
Christians sometimes resort to
extra-biblical ideas such as
saying that they existed in an
alleged gap between Genesis
1:1 and 1:2. Some confused
Christians have even proposed
that God created the fossils to

test our faith, or some even
claim that they are hoaxes.

However, this is simply a
case of not thinking biblically
about such things. So a major
reason why CMI goes to
churches is to help believers
make logical deductions from
Scripture on matters that the
Bible, on the surface, might
appear silent about. For
example, we know that dino-

saurs existed because of their
fossils. They are land animals
and, thus, would have been
made on Day 6 of Creation
Week along with man. Wow!
That means dinosaurs and man
would have been contempo-
raries. But to suggest that
dinosaurs lived only thousands
of years ago alongside man
would have people looking at
you as if you have left your
brains at the church door!

Evolutionists claim that it
is impossible for any human
to have seen a living dinosaur
because they died out 65 MOY
ago. According to evolution,

man (Homo sapiens) is a recent
visitor on the evolutionary
scale, appearing only about c.
200,000 years ago. That’s a
300-fold difference in time.
Moreover, evolutionists claim
that some dinosaurs ultimately
evolved into birds (strangely,
the lizard-hipped dinos rather
than the bird-hipped ones). But
the Bible indicates that birds
pre-existed dinosaurs because

they were created on Day 5
(the day before the land
animals).

DINOSAURS = MILLIONS
OF YEARS?

NOT ANYMORE!
Dinosaurs have been a pillar

of evolution — a stronghold
that unfortunately leads
countless people (especially our
children) to believe in the MOY
of evolution. However, biblical
creationists are leading the
charge and revealing the truth
about these wonderful created
creatures. The tide is changing,
and evolutionary assumptions
about some of the most
magnificent beasts that God
created are being overturned.

note the engravings in brass
around Bishop Bell’s tomb at
Carlisle Cathedral in the north
of England. He was interred
there in AD 1491. We can
easily recognize the other
creatures such as a bat, bird,
fish, and even a dog wearing a
collar! But one engraving
depicts two necking sauropods
(the long-neck-and-tail type).
And specifically one of them
appears to be a Shunosaurus, a
little-known dinosaur with a
cleft and spikes on its tail.
Notably, the other one does not
have this feature. There are now
dozens of examples like this
found all around the world, an
evolutionary impossibility if man
and dinos are separated by
about 65 million years.

THE SCIENTIFIC
EVIDENCE —
SOFT TISSUE

We first broke the news to
supporters back in the 1990s
when paleontologist Dr Mary
Schweitzer claimed to have
found unfossilized blood cells
in the leg bone of a Tyran-
nosaurus rex. At the time
there was a massive effort to
discredit the claim, trying to
prove they were anything but
dino blood cells. How wrong
they were! We now have
numerous examples of soft
tissue finds, including liga-
ment, flesh, more blood cells,
and even skin from a
hadrosaur. We featured all
these claims in Creation
magazine and on creation.com.

(Continued on the 10 pg.)

Sauropod dinosaurs etched in the brass inlay surrounding Bishop Bell’s tomb



THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL
EVIDENCE

For many years in Creation
magazine and our other
publications we’ve been high-
lighting sculptures, paintings,
tapestries, vases and ornaments
etc., where people have depicted
dinosaurs that they must have
seen firsthand, because of the
incredible detail in the
representations. For example,

NICKY CRUZ: A STORY OF SALVATION FROM HELL
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


   

      
 






     




        



      



  
  

     
 





       
     


      

       
    

       


       
        


      
     
      


       
      
          


      






      
   






      

 

        


      


  
      









      
      
  
     


       

     

    
 

   
       
        



  
       

        


  
       



        
       
      
    

      

     




     
   



     

   

  

  


   
  
   






    
       

   

   
   
    
   
    
    

   


 

  
   
   
   
    



     


      
      
     











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      
      


     
      

     

     
      


  


        


  
    

 

     
     


       
      


      
   
  







      
 



  

  
  
 



    
   
    

   


   

   
  
    
     

  
    
    
   
 

    
    

   


    
      


     

       
 

       
      

 
        


  

  

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C H R I S T I A N  N E W S

CAN DINOSAURS FALSIFY EVOLUTION?


     
  
     






     
    
       


    



       

    


    

       





     






     


       


     
  
 





    


  





       

 
    








Lausanne at 50:
Western Church Needs

Revival; Believers
in Asia, Africa, Latin

America Fill Global Gap

     


  



      
      
       

Missionary held hostage
by Al-Qaeda for seven
years says God was

always there

      
   
      


      



       


       
       
     
  
       




      

        


     
      
      
     
      




  

  
  

  
  
  

  
  


  
  
  
 

    





       
     

 








        



     
 
     
   




    

      





       
       


 

(Ending. Beginning
on page 8)

DINO DNA
Even more startling was the

discovery of DNA in the bone
cells of dinosaurs claimed to
be over 65 MOY old. DNA is
a very unstable chemical
molecule and it has been
calculated that under all sorts
of varying temperatures and
conditions, it simply cannot
last for MOY.

CARBON-14 TESTING
And more recently was the

revelation that all tested
dinosaur fossils contain
carbon-14 (14C). It had the
evolution community in a spin,
so much so that they even
censored the scientific findings
at a major international
conference. Out of the many
types of radiometric dating,
14C is used to date organic
matter (not rocks etc.), and it
has a very short half-life of
5,730 years. Consequently, it
has been estimated that there
should be no detectable 14C in
anything much older than
60,000 (theoretical) years.
Could there be any stronger
scientific evidence that directly
refutes the MOY dogma about
dinosaurs?

I’ve just mentioned a few big
picture points so you will
hopefully see that dinosaurs are
not evidence for evolution —
they are great evidence for
the Bible’s timescale. Because
of the corollary of MOYs and
dinosaurs, such information
can be startling to those
who’ve never heard it before,
but more importantly it can
be life-changing. Jason W.
wrote: I discovered this site
[creation.com] recently and
I enjoy it and find it very
informative. I have battled

doubt in my faith life for a
long time, and most of it
comes from evolution and
dinosaurs and sc ient i fi c
stuff...

Our friend Vance Nelson
is a major contributor to the
creationist cause in esta-

blishing a biblical view of
dinosaurs. He is the author
of the book Untold Secrets
of P lanet Earth:  Dire
Dragons .  After hearing
Vance speak at  a CMI
SuperConference, Sharon M.
wrote: I rea lly liked the
presentation on dinosaurs
and the dragons ‘evidence’ by
Vance Ne lson [It] was
exce l lent . Dinosaurs are
really the ‘poster children’ for
evolution claims and because
they soooo appeal to children
I think that putting dinos on
the Ark and in post-Flood
history will start children on
the path toward a biblical
worldview.

Too true. We can start them
on a clear biblical line of
evidence that can be followed.

BIBLICAL EVIDENCE
You may be already aware

of the biblical account of the
creature behemoth in Job

40:15–24. When God spoke to
Job in the midst of his trials,
he tells Job to consider the
mighty behemoth which He
made along with him (day 6
of creation). Then God provides
details about behemoth. He
reminds Job that it ranks first
amongst the works of God;
that it eats grass like an ox (a
vegetarian); has bones like
tubes of bronze and bars of
iron; can stand in the River
Jordan with his mouth against
the surge; but the real clue that
this is likely a sauropod
dinosaur is the description of
having a tail like a cedar tree.

Presumably, Job lived near
the Middle East, so God would

have been casting Job’s eyes
to the impressive cedars of
Lebanon. These were magni-
ficent trees from which
Solomon later constructed the
Temple. One cannot think of
any land creature today that
has a tree -l ike tail. The
indication is that this is a large
sauropod dinosaur.

MULTIPLE LINES
Of course, it might be easy

to dismiss one line of evidence,
but as described above there
are several. Because practically
everybody has been exposed to
evolutionary teaching as fact,
it is necessary for us to un-
learn such information,
particularly when it is not
accurate and has become a
stronghold in our lives. This
is particularly appropriate
when trying to reach the lost
who believe that evolution is a
fact.

Undoing such strongholds
and equipping believers is
CMI’s main mission. This is,
in fact, a Scriptural admo-
nition: For the weapons of our
warfare are not of the flesh
but have divine power to
destroy strongholds. We
destroy arguments and every
lofty opinion raised against
the knowledge of God, and
take every thought captive to
obey Christ (2 Corinthians
10:4–5).

Indeed, the walls came
tumbling down for Rich D. who
emailed to say: I can testify
(and I know you have other
such testimonies on file — I’ve
read them) that CMI is not
only helpful to those whose
faith is floundering but to
those who never had any to
begin with as well. Having
grown-up in a largely secular
environment... I had simply
taken it for granted that there

was no logically sound case for
Christianity, and that the
naturalistic historical stories
pushed so fervently by most
of the mainstream media (as
well of course as attacks on
the absolute accuracy of the
other historical canonical
books) were basically uncon-
troversial fact. When, in my
hour of need, the Holy Spirit
led me to CMI, I found-out in
a matter of weeks how wrong
I had been.

I know beyond doubt that
there are many more people
in my former position out
there and I intend to devote
the rest of this leg of my life
to reaching them with the
sort of well-reasoned case
which CMI so excels in. ..
Praise God!

EVERYONE
LOVES DINOS!

Dinosaurs are just one
great evangelistic tool to open
up conversations with non-
believers who cite evolution as
a reason for rejecting the
Christian faith. But I’ve
always been a great believer
that evangelism needs to start
at home. Parents and grand-
parents need to be aware that
our young ones get most of
their information about these
fascinating creatures from
secular sources. It’s inevitable
because we are bombarded
with it 24/7. And left unchal-
lenged it has the potential to
create such strongholds by
associating subjects like
dinosaurs with MOY, and
those MOY will ultimately be
the undoing of many people’s
confidence in the Scriptures.
If we want to preserve our
families in the faith, we must
all renew our minds (Romans
12:2) to conform with the
correct biblical approach in
dea l ing with thi s  infor -
mation!

Gary BATES,
creation.com
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This common objection to believing the
straightforward history of Genesis has, in one sense,
a simple answer — No, it’s not. Dr D. James
Kennedy correctly says about the Bible, It is not a
scientific textbook. It is not a textbook on religion.
It is not a textbook at all; it is a revelation from
God!

But it is a loaded question; most who ask it
presume that a no answer means that the Bible’s
authority does not extend to matters related to
science. This is of course illogical. A novel about
apple orchards could refer to apples falling down
(rather than up) in accordance with the known
facts about gravity. It could be completely accurate
scientifically without its purpose being to teach
science.

But the Bible’s not
a science textbook, is it?
One reason put forward for saying that Genesis

is non-scientific is that the account is brief. But
since when does brevity equal inaccuracy? As a
minister friend says, when we listen to statements
about the weather, we expect them to be based on
totally accurate scientific data, despite being brief.
We don’t expect lengthy scientific explanations with
details on the force of gravity vs the humidity and
wind speed to generate rain fall. We just want to
know whether it is going to rain in our area. Yet
we expect extensive scientific explanations in the
Bible for it to be taken seriously.

The Bible’s prime purpose certainly concerns
salvation, not scientific explanation. But to use
this to evade the clear teaching of origins in the
foundational book of Genesis is intellectually
illegitimate, if not dishonest. What if that
approach were consistently applied? The Bible
isn’t a mathematics textbook, either. But does
that mean that if the Bible were to insist that
ten divided by two equals six, it would make no
difference to its message of faith and salvation?
Of course it would — a world of difference!
What sense would it make to trust it as the
Word of the all-powerful Creator who never lies
and to commit one’s eternal destiny to its promises
in spiritual areas? As Jesus said, If I have told
you earthly things and you do not believe, how
shall you believe if I tell you heavenly things
(John 3:12)?






       


  


          
     

        


      


 


        





   






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Even though the Bible’s purpose is not to teach
history as such, the history it teaches is true. It
states that Jesus was crucified at a specific moment
in real history via a specific person, Pontius Pilate,
the Roman governor of Judea. It would be bizarre
to claim that it didn’t matter whether these events
were true or not, because the Bible’s not a textbook.

The account of Jesus rising from the dead cannot
be classified as only one form of truth; i.e. it
cannot be a Christian or religious truth without at
the same time being a historical truth (unless
language loses all of its meaning); and it cannot
be historically true unless it is also scientifically
true.

The same applies to Genesis events — e.g. the
statement that God took a rib and made Eve. As
theologian Dr Douglas Kelly makes clear in this
issue, Genesis presents such things as plain facts
of history. So the question of whether the Bible is
a science textbook evades the real issues, which
are to do with its claim to total truth and authority.
It is meaningless to claim that scriptural authority
applies only to religious things, since the Christian
Gospel is all about real things, the real origin,
history and destiny of man and the universe.
Remove its claim to authority in the realm of
science, and you are actually removing it from
any relevance to the real world. Sadly, this is
exactly what compromise with evolutionism/long-
ageism has done in many minds.

Creation magazine helps people to reconnect
Scripture and reality. This is why its ministry has
transformed countless lives. The less you keep its
message to yourself, the more you become an ally
in the spread of the wonderful Good News of
salvation.

Carl WIELAND, creation.com

What is the importance
of the Lord’s supper

(Christian Communion)?
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     



     
      

    



CAN GOD DO EVERYTHING?

   



       
     
     
   


    

      
 

     


 

      
  


      
    



     

     

 

 


     
    

   
     
  

    
 

     
   
    

  
   
      
   

     
    

     

   
     
    
     

  
   
      
   

 


   


   

    
    
    


    



   

    
   
    



ATTENTION!
Dear readers, today the newspaper “Prisoner”

has the status of the two languages: Russian and
English. “Prisoner” is printed in the Ukraine and
in America. However, it is published and distributed
exclusively by voluntary donations. For all those
wishing to contribute to the success of “Prisoner”
all the requisites are indicated in the last column
of the newspaper. For those in America who wish
to donate to the newspaper “Prisoner” and support
the prison ministry, there is a tear off form, where
you can donate and specify what you want the
donation to go for. God bless you!
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QUESTION & ANSWER
The publication office

requests that you enclose
your postal address with
your material (testimonies,
sermons, articles, etc.) for
publication in “Prisoner”.
If you enclose photos with
your material, we will be
glad to publish them.

And for those of you
just on the way to God,
it’s time to turn to our
Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ with a short prayer:

“Lord Jesus, I believe
you are God’s Son; You
died for my sins and rose
again for my salvation. I
accept you as my personal
Lord and Savior. Please
forgive all my sins and
grant me eternal life.
Amen!”

INDEPENDENT
CHRISTIAN  NEWSPAPER

Dear readers!
“Prisoner” is distributed free of
charge in America (USA,
Canada), Germany, Iceland,
Czech Republic, Estonia,
Moldova, Belarus, Russia,
Kazakhstan and Ukraine.
Publication of this newspaper
depends on donations. Send
your material and financially
support the publication of this
important newspaper for society.

God bless you all!


   

     
   
  

    




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Nikolayevna, P. O. box 60/15, Severo-
donetsk, Lugansk  region,  Ukraine,
93406. For transfers via Western
Union — Dolgushina Irina Niko-
layevna. For transfers via Money-
Gram — Postilga Maria Igorevna.

O u r  c o n t a c t s :

redakciya.uznik@yahoo.com
tel.: +380645225707
      +380661395801

Certificate of State regi-
stration of the print media

series KV ¹ 20170-9970ÐR
from 15.08.2013

Responsible for the issue
Irina Dolgushina.

Design and Desktop Publishing
Pavel Vladimirov.

Editor Trubitsin
Igor Evgenyevich

(pseudonym Igor Gorik)

Dear readers
of “Prisoner”!

Mailing address in U.S.
 for the newspaper

“Prisoner”:
Hope of Freedom, P.O. Box
4053 Everett, WA 98204

 





 




Is cremation
allowed

for Christians?
Some churches today teach that

cremation is forbidden because God will
resurrect our physical bodies. However,
those who hold this view overlook 2 Peter
3:10: But the day of the Lord will come
as a thief in the night, in which the heavens
will pass away with a great noise, and the
elements will melt with fervent heat; both
the earth and the works that are in it will
be burned up.

On the Day of the Lord, everything on
earth, including human remains, will be
consumed by fire. In other words, God
Himself will cremate everything at His
second coming.

Some argue that Jesus was not given a
new body but instead resurrected in His
original body. This is true, but why?

1. If Jesus had risen in a different body,
people might have believed in reincarnation
or assumed someone else was impersonating
Him.

2. If His original body had remained in
the tomb, His disciples would not have
believed He had truly risen.

3. If Jesus had a different body after
resurrection, how could He have told
Thomas: Reach your finger here, and look
at My hands; and reach your hand here,
and put it into My side . Do not be
unbelieving, but believing (John 20:27).

Unlike Jesus, when we are resurrected,
we will receive new bodies: So also is the
resurrection of the dead. The body is sown
in corruption, it is raised in incorruption.
It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory.
It is sown in weakness, it is raised in power.
It is sown a natural body, it is raised a
spiritual body. There is a natural body, and
there is a spiritual body (1 Corinthians
15:42–44).

How should
we understand
Jesus’ words

in Luke 14:26?
Luke 14:26 — If anyone comes to Me

and does not hate his father and mother,
wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes,
and his own life also, he cannot be My
disci ple.

Some claim that the Gospel promotes
hatred, but this is a misunderstanding.
The teachings of Jesus Christ are teachings
of love. Many passages in Scripture confirm
this:

Matthew 5:43–44 — You have heard
that it was said, “You shall love your
neighbor and hate your enemy”. But I say
to you, love your enemies, bless those who
curse you, do good to those who hate you,
and pray for those who spitefully use you
and persecute you.

Matthew 22:37–39 — “You shall love

the Lord your God with all your heart,
with all your soul, and with all your mind”.
This is the first and great commandment.
And the second is like it: “You shall love
your neighbor as yourself”.

John 13:34–35 — A new commandment
I give to you, that you love one another; as
I have loved you, that you also love one
another. By this all will know that you are
My disci ples, if you have love for one
another.

John 15:17 — These things I command
you, that you love one another.

Since the Bible is filled with similar
verses, how should we understand Jesus’
words in Luke 14:26? Did He call for
hatred?

Absolutely not! Let’s explore why.
God cannot contradict Himself or His

laws. Jesus would not command hatred
toward parents, as that would contradict
the Fifth Commandment:

Exodus 20:12 — Honor your father and
your mother, that your days may be long
upon the land which the Lord your God is
giving you.

Jesus Himself quoted this command-
ment when asked by a Jewish ruler, What
shall I do to inherit eternal life?

Luke 18:18–20 — So Jesus said to him,
“You know the commandments: ‘Do not
commit adultery’, ‘Do not murder’, ‘Do not
steal’, ‘Do not bear false witness’, ‘Honor
your father and your mother’”.

If Jesus did not mean literal hatred,
what did He mean?

Re-reading Luke 14:26, Jesus is spea-
king about true discipleship. The point is
not to hate one’s family and life but to
prioritize Jesus above all else. If someone
places their parents, spouse, children, or
personal interests above Christ, they cannot
be His disciple.

Think about the first and second
commandments: Worship God and serve
Him alone. And do not create idols.

These commandments convey the same
principle — God desires to be first in every

aspect of our lives. If we call ourselves
His disciples but prioritize ourselves,
family, or friends over Him when making
decisions, we are not truly following
Christ.

When God created Adam and Eve, they
had no nationality. Modern nationalities
and ethnic groups formed after the Great
Flood and descended from Noah’s sons:
Ham, Shem, and Japheth. Adam and Eve
are the ancestors not only of the Jewish
people but of all nations.

The Bible states that all nations on earth
originated from Adam and Eve. Each
nation has its own name and history. The
Jewish people, like the Arabs, are
descendants of Abraham, who himself was
neither a slave nor a Jew by nationality.
Abraham was a Chaldean from Ur of the
Chaldeans:

Genesis 11:31 — And Terah took his
son Abram and his grandson Lot, the son
of Haran, and his daughter-in-law Sarai,
his son Abram’s wife, and they went out
with them from Ur of the Chaldeans to go
to the land of Canaan...

The history of the Jewish people begins
in Ur of the Chaldeans around 366 years
after the Great Flood when God called
Abraham to go to the Promised Land.
However, Jews are not merely Abraham’s
descendants but specifically the
descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob,
who was given the name Israel (meaning
one who struggles with God). The term
Jew comes from the Hebrew word Ivri (or
Ibri), which translates as wanderer, traveler,
sojourner. This was a term of contempt
used by the Canaanites to describe Abraham
during his travels in Canaan:

Genesis 14:13 — Then one who had
escaped came and told Abram the Hebrew,
for he dwelt by the terebinth trees of
Mamre the Amorite, brother of Eshcol and
brother of Aner; and they were allies with
Abram.

As a nation, the Jewish
people formed much later
(approximately 400 years
later) during their time in
Egypt:

Deuteronomy 26:5–8 —
And you shall answer and
say before the Lord your
God: “My father was a
Syrian, about to perish, and
he went down to Egypt and
dwelt there, few in number;
and there he became a
nation, great, mighty, and
populous. But the Egyp-
tians mistreated us, afflicted
us, and laid hard bondage
on us. Then we cried out to
the Lord God of our fathers,
and the Lord heard our
voice and looked on our
affliction and our labor and
our oppression. So the Lord
brought us out of Egypt
with a mighty hand and
with an outstretched arm,
with great terror and with
signs and wonders”.

http://cogmtl.net/
q.htm

Were Adam
and Eve Jewish?





