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“And you shall
know the truth,
and the truth shall
make you free”.
             John 8:32
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For many years, people —
both believers and non-
believers — have celebrated
the joyous holiday of
Christmas. Preparations begin
well in advance, and in the
days leading up to the holiday,
stores, markets, and trans-
portation fill with crowds.
Everyone is rushing some-
where, carrying gifts and
festive drinks. Some have
already had a few sips, while
others are still thinking of
what to say during the main
toast. The familiar routine
unfolds: glasses are raised,
and someone says, “Merry
Christmas!” For many,
Christmas is simply another
excuse to relax and enjoy
themselves.

Thankfully, there are also
those who see Christmas
differently. For them, it is a
time of worship and cele-
bration of the Savior’s birth.
Believers approach December
25 with special reverence.
These are the dates when
churches around the world
commemorate Christ’s birth,
though the exact reason for
choosing these days isn’t
widely known. Many assume
Jesus was born around this
time, but the precise date
remains unknown. These days
serve as symbolic reminders

of that sacred event.
The true significance of

Christmas lies not in the date
but in the event itself. God
demonstrated His boundless
love by sending His Son for
our salvation: For God so
loved the world that He
gave His only begotten Son,
that whoever believes in
Him should not perish but
have everlasting life (John
3:16).

Christmas reflects God’s
great plan to provide
humanity with a model of
righteous living through
Jesus Christ. By coming to
earth, Jesus showed us how
believers should live, what
their priorities should be, and
the purpose of life. Through
His example, we gain the
truths that lead to eternal
life. Without Christmas, we
would lack the guidance to
draw near to God’s Kingdom.
Jesus said to him, “I am the
way, the truth, and the life.
No one comes to the Father
except through Me” (John
14:6).

It’s essential to understand
that Jesus’ birth from the

Virgin Mary was not the
beginning of His existence.
Instead, it was God becoming
human: And the Word be-
came flesh and dwelt among
us. ... The only begotten Son,
who is in the bosom of the
Father, He has declared Him
(John 1:14, 18). As we know
the trinity has always existed.
As He said: Before Abraham
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David Baker had stage four
melanoma. A tumor on the side of his
face had grown so huge he couldn’t
see out of his right eye, and he could
barely eat. Doctors said there was
nothing they could do for him.

David was suffering more and
more, day by day. Still, he managed
to get to church on Easter morning,
and that’s where he received a
miracle.

When you’re going to the doctor
and you hear nothing encouraging,
that’s when your faith, it’s going to
have to stand, says Jerilyn Baker.
In November 2020, her husband
David started having constant nose
bleeds. Doctors removed a polyp from
his sinus cavity. But soon after,
things got worse.

Jerilyn remembers, When his face
began to swell I thought, he’s got an

infection. And I told him, “We need to
contact the doctor quickly”.

The results of a CT scan shocked
the family. David’s brother-in-law,
Chuck Denny was there. They told
him he had stage four nasal cavity
melanoma, says Chuck. They said
surgery wasn’t an option. Cause of the
facial disfigurement would be too
massive.

Jerilyn felt hopeless, They told us
that, that there was really nothing




that they could do. Chemo wasn’t
for that type that he had.

Chuck says, I’d never seen
anybody healed of cancer. Every
time I heard the word cancer, it was
a death sentence. And I feel like
unless God moved, I feel like David
wouldn’t, you know, he wasn’t gonna
make it.

You know my first thought was in
my teaching is that we need to move
into a fast and seek God and see
God heal, says Jerilyn.

David’s face rapidly swelled to the
point where he couldn’t eat or see out
of his right eye.

Pastor Mark Gilbert remembers the
many prayers from multiple church
locations and beyond.

Both church families was
praying for David and there
was a multitude of other
people. It wasn’t just our
churches. David used to be
a pastor himself. So there’s
a lot of people that he knows.
It was praying for him in
different areas of the country,
just believing God for the
turnaround in his life, he
says.

Several times a day we
would pray together, says
Jerilyn. And there was times

that you felt like you were just lost
for words. You felt like that you were
only repeating yourself because you
were worn out. You were worn down
from this sickness.

His condition just kept getting
worse, says Chuck. But the prayers
at that point, we didn’t see much.

This was swelling inside of his
mouth, as fast as it was on the outside,
says Jerilyn. And he couldn’t hardly
eat. It was just terrible. And we knew
that we were facing a horrible storm
in life.

On Easter morning, Dr. Tom Renfro
and his wife, Sid, were visiting their
church for a special prayer service.
Remembering her husband’s own
miraculous healing from cancer, Sid

was moved with compassion to pray
for David.

Sid remembers, When I prayed for
David, I don’t touch people’s head. I, I
normally just touch their shoulders, but
I did touch his face because I, I wanted
to be very specific and very direct.

Jerilyn watched, I remember
standing there and I thought that’s
going to come off in her hand because
you could feel such a presence of God’s
Spirit.

Sid continues, I prayed the prayer
that my dad had prayed. “By this time
tomorrow, this side of your face will
look like this side of your face” because
that prayer had worked for my dad.

The day after Easter, something
amazing happened.

He said, “There’s a change in my
face. Do you see it?” I said, “I’ve
already seen it”, says Jerilyn.

David smiles as he recalls, I looked
at my wife and I said, “I see a change
in my face”. She said, “I do too. But I
was afraid to say anything”. So, we
decided to go eat with our family again.
And we said, “Well let’s just see what
they have to say”. And they all seen
me and they said it, “That thing’s
shrinking”. And it was just a matter
of days. It was gone.

(Continued on pg. 3)

was, I AM (John 8:58). This
makes it impossible to assign
a specific day as the
“birthday” of the eternal God.
Yet Christmas remains
important as a celebration of
God becoming flesh. Even
though the exact date is
unknown, believers have the
chance to be “born with
Christ” every day. Why not

start each morning by
remembering that Christ lives
in our hearts daily? In doing
so, Christmas can be more
than just an annual event —
it can become a way of life.

It’s interesting how we
celebrate both Christmas and
Easter only once a year. Why
do we declare Christ is risen!
only on Easter? That state-
ment is the foundation of our
faith: If you confess with your
mouth the Lord Jesus and
believe in your heart that God
raised Him from the dead,
you will be saved (Romans
10:9). What if we made
Christmas and Easter a daily
part of our lives? Imagine if,
instead of saying “Hello”, we
greeted each other with “Christ
is risen!” Perhaps then the
enemy would flee from us,
seeing our unshakeable faith.

Dear brothers, sisters, and
readers of Prisoner,

I wholeheartedly congra-
tulate you on this glorious
occasion — the birth of Jesus
Christ! May God’s peace fill
your homes and hearts, and
may His love overflow through
you to others.

Jesus Christ is the same
yesterday, today, and for-
ever (Hebrews 13:8).

Igor GORIK.
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




  
     






     





     





       



       







       

   

  


       




    
    


      
      
     
     




    
 



   
      





  

      
     


  




     
     




       


    
        

    
  

      

     
       













 
     

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      


     

      
     



       
  




    








         

   

     











   
  

    


 
























        



      














     

     



       




 




        











  


      
  


 

       

    







      



    

     

   




   

   


     


          



      
      

    
       

      

     









        





 




   
      
  
   



  

       
  

       

   
     


   

 










 

       
  



      



      








    
 

      



     

       





      




     


 


      

     



     




 


     
    


    

 


       
     


 



    
     



  









   

    



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    
    
    

       

     


 
  
    
     
     





 



    

 
    


WHAT DOES CHRISTMAS MEAN FOR US


     


  
       
    
    
  


       
     
  



  




       

      
    
      



   
  
       
      


    

 
  



    
 




 


    

      




(Continuation.
Beginning on pg. 1)

David’s tumor vanished
and doctors later confirmed
that he is now cancer-free.
The Bakers are forever
thankful to God for
answering their prayers.

There’s many people that
has got a diagnosis like
David and I feel like they
saw death, says Jerilyn.
Maybe they prepared for
death, but I’d say don’t give
up. I’d say take His word
into your spirit and I’d say
believe it with everything
you’ve got because that’s
what we done.

What I witnessed with
David up close and personal
with him, I mean, it just
boosted my faith , says
Chuck. I mean I know God
can do anything big, little, it
don’t matter. He can, he can
move in anything.

Sid smiles, I felt jubilant
when I saw the picture and
the tumor was gone and he
had a normal face.

When I see David now, I
think about the benevolence
of God, the mercy of God, that
God in this state of David’s
life in his older years, that God
has proven His faithfulness
to him, says Pastor Mark.

Well, I’m thankful that you
know what happened that
God healed me, says David.
I’m thankful for that. I’ve
never doubted what God was
capable of doing. I’ve always
believed that He’s the healer,
that He can heal cancer, He
can heal heart attacks, He can
kill anything that’s affected
me and He can take care of
it if we’ll just believe Him
and walk in His word and
not let doubt and unbelief
in ’cause that stops the hand
of God. I’m very thankful.

CBN NEWS

Chemo Wasn’t
an Option — That’s

When God
Supernaturally

Healed This Man of
Inoperable Cancer

The High Court (HC) of the south Indian state of
Kerala recently ruled that two young adults were
allowed to change their religion in their educational
certificates from Hindu to Christian, setting a
precedent that a person cannot be tied down to one
religion merely by reason of birth.

The ruling given by the HC sets a significant
precedent and relief to converts who face legal and
social hurdles to change their religion on their official
documents across the country.

The HC made this statement while ruling in favor
of two young adults from Kochi City in Kerala who
changed their religion from Hindu to Christian in
their school certificates following their conversion.

Lohith and Logith, 24-year-old twins, were allowed
to change their names on their school certificates
after they embraced Christianity, but the educational
authorities refused to register their new religion in
their certificates.

The authorities said there is no specific provision
enabling a change of religion in school certificates.
Following this, the students filed a plea which was
allowed by the Kerala HC.

In its observation, the HC said, Even if it is to be
accepted that there is no provision enabling change
of religion entered in school certificates, that is no
reason to tie down a person to one religion, merely by
reason of his birth. The freedom to practice and
profess any religion of one’s choice is guaranteed by
Article 25(1) of the Constitution. If a person embraces
another religion by exercising that freedom, necessary
corrections will have to be made in his records.

persecution.org




Pastor Thongkham Phila-
vanh was feeding his chickens
and ducks behind his house
in Vanghay village, north-
western Laos, on Monday
(July 22) when two men on
motorcycles, faces covered,
arrived.

After a brief exchange, one

Unknown Assailants Shoot Pastor Dead in Laos
of the gunmen fired
seven shots into his
head and body.

The assailant’s gun
was fitted with a si-
lencer. They escaped as
Pastor Thongkham was
rushed to a provincial
hospital, where he died
on arrival, leaving behind
a wife and two teenagers.
Pastor Thongkham was
40.

Pastor Thongkham
was a tribal Khmu
leader and provincial

head of the Lao Evangelical
Church (LEC). He had been
actively sharing the gospel,
showing the Jesus Film and
hosting trainings for pastors.

According to local Chri-
stians, Pastor Thongkham was
closely monitored by the
authorities, and had been

warned several times to stop
his Christian activities.

Christians across Laos have
posted messages of shock and
grief on social media.

His profound wisdom,
unwavering faith and bound-
less compassion touched the
lives of many, read one Face-
book post.

Despite a national law gua-
ranteeing freedom of religion,
persecution in Laos has been
steadily increasing in the
country. Christians continue to
be imprisoned in Laos, most
of them held for a short period
and then released.

Local officials have been
driving Protestant Christians
from their villages, tearing
down and burning their homes
and rice silos, leaving families
with no place to go. Even
though the government has

been informed about these
incidents, it has allowed this
to continue without any
charges filed.

Despite the increased per-
secution, the church in Laos
is rapidly growing every year,
with hundreds of Khmu
coming to the Lord. Daily live
Christian broadcasts on the
Khmu Facebook page continue
to attract thousands; in one
three-day period, 10,000
people were watching.

Discipleship trainings are
being held across the country
by local teams, which has
proven very effective.

Laos was ranked 21st on
Open Doors’ 2024 World
Watch List of the countries
where it is most difficult to
be a Christian.

morningstarnews.org










  




     

       



    

     
  







 

    


  


      
   
    
 


Muslim Father Burns Daughter for Turning to Christ

    


    






     


   



     

    





     
      
   




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I was born and raised
in Kyiv in a respectable
Soviet family. My rela-
tives instilled in me what
they considered to be the
best moral values. Ho-
wever, as I grew up, I saw
that morality in this
world was often a rela-
tive concept.

I decided that I would
determine my own way of
life and set my own
ideals. I began hanging
out with friends who
were hardened criminals
and addicts. By the age
of eighteen, I was already
using drugs and was part of
one of Kyiv’s organized crime
groups. We even had lawyers
on standby, ready to pull us
out of any police station within
two hours if we were caught.
Back then, I thought I had
reached my goals and was
standing strong. But in
reality, things were very
different. Drugs had taken
over my life, and soon, even
my friends turned away from
me. With no one left to help
handle run-ins with the law,

God answered despite my lack of Faith! I grew up without a
father. My mother did her
best to raise me, but I never
listened to her, rejecting her
guidance and discipline. The
streets were my true teacher.
Back then, I thought I’d
grown up quickly on the
streets, though in reality, I
was just a child.

While my mom worked
shifts, I was left to myself.
Money was always tight, so
by age seven, I started
collecting bottles to buy toys.
At nine, I’d use that money
for sweets, and as I got
older, it all went to alcohol.

God turned all my
negatives into positives

The streets don’t favor the weak. Drinking made me feel
like a hero, and soon I turned to stealing. This was my life
until I was fifteen, when I tried marijuana and later began
using poppy-based drugs. Poppies and cannabis grew on
local farms, so I didn’t even have to pay for drugs. I could
even make money selling them. For three years, I used
drugs consistently, thinking it was prestigious. I was making
easy money from people who wanted nothing more than to
be high, enjoying life with no apparent consequences.

But this so-called paradise didn’t last long. At eighteen,
I was arrested. While I’d mentally prepared for jail, I
wasn’t ready for the pain of withdrawal. After 30 months,
I was released and had no desire to return to prison. I
changed my lifestyle, earning a legal income for several
years by selling goods, eventually buying a car, an
apartment, and getting married. Life was stable — I had
everything I needed.

Yet, as the saying goes, Drugs can wait. I got hooked
again and went back to prison. My life unraveled. I tried
escaping the city to quit drugs, but I couldn’t escape myself.
In 1997, I started transporting poppies into the city for
sale. Although I wasn’t injecting at the time, I was drinking
heavily. Eventually, I relapsed into drug use and suffered
severe nerve damage in my arm, ending up with a disability.
This was a hard blow—at just 32, I was devastated.

A year later, my daughter was born — a true gift from
God! I thought I was finally living for my family, yet I
continued dealing drugs. When police caught me, I’d just
pay them off, thinking I could buy my way out of anything.
I had an operation running in the city, distributing drugs
all over. My life was a mess, and I didn’t even notice how
much it hurt those around me, especially my mother.

My surroundings were filled with filth and immorality,
and to numb myself, I increased my drug dose each time.
Darkness surrounded me, and I radiated that darkness
outward. In 2001, I fell asleep at the wheel while transporting
drugs and had another accident — my third. This time,
both my heels were crushed. I couldn’t walk for a while
and used a wheelchair, then crutches. But even this didn’t
stop me from dealing drugs.

In 2004, I was imprisoned again. My health worsened,
and I was diagnosed with early-stage tuberculosis, eventually
being moved to a ward for the terminally ill, where people
went to die. I referred to it as the last tri p. Despite
everything, I started up the drug and alcohol trade even
there.

One day, someone sent me with marijuana, and I prayed
to God for the delivery to go smoothly. Instead, I was
beaten with baseball bats, left with damaged kidneys and
broken ribs. Lying in the prison infirmary in unbearable
pain, I realized, God, I have no one left to trust but You.

People had always invited me to church, but I refused to
discuss God. Deep down, though, I admired the lives of
believers. Broken and sick, I had to let go of my pride and
attend a service. There, they invited me to repent, but I
said I’d think about it. It didn’t take long — a week later,
I gave my life to Jesus Christ.

My repentance transformed my life: what used to feel
right suddenly felt wrong. I began seriously reflecting on
how to live. The more I read the Bible, the more I understood
that if I lived according to its words, things would go well.

A month later, I heard a voice within, saying, Son, you
have a good heart, but you’ve ruined your body. Start
exercising. From that day, I began running an hour every
day. I was later cleared from disability for both my leg
issues and tuberculosis. This is God’s glory, pouring into
my life.

How could I ever turn away from the Lord who lifted me
from such depths and prepared the best for me? Today, He
fills me with His love so that I can share His limitless love
with the people in our city. God turns all my negatives into
positives.

Igor MYKHAILENKO (RYBAK), Ukraine,
gazetasp.net

my first criminal record was
followed by a second and a
third.

I would get released, but I
had no strength to start a new
life. I was trapped in a vicious
cycle and couldn’t help but
wonder if it would ever end.

One day, when believers
visited the prison, I happened
to stop by the camp’s social
hall and saw an old acqua-
intance — someone who had
been in our circles. He was a
completely different person,
with genuine life in his eyes!

We talked for a long
time, and for the first
time, I heard from him
that freedom was possible
if I could believe in the
redemptive sacrifice of
Jesus Christ.

In November 2004,
after being released from
prison, I entered a reha-
bilitation center. I no
longer believed that any-
one or anything could help
me. But God responded
even to that zero faith! In
the very first days of
rehab, the Lord freed me

from all my addictions and gave
me a new mindset and outlook
on life. Later, I found my
calling in the rehabilitation
ministry, where I helped others
who were once like me. Today,
I lead a church home group that
prays for the needy and those
who are struggling. And in
2007, God blessed me with a
wonderful wife, Patty, and we
now have two children. Thank
God for everything!

Yevhen KRASNOVSKIY,
Ukraine.

The urge to go against the
grain often takes root in
childhood, especially when life
is tough. My father drank
heavily, and my parents
divorced when I was still a
preschooler. My mother did her
best to raise me, enrolling me
in different sports programs,
but I would quickly lose
interest. My grades were poor,
and my behavior was even
worse. By the time I was
fifteen, I had started smoking
marijuana and using harder
drugs. In 1999, during a
night of heavy drinking, I was
involved with a group in a
brutal crime — we killed a
drug dealer. Some of us
received sentences of fourteen
years, others less. I got five
years in a high-security prison
in the village of Martusivka.

Regrettably, I felt no
remorse for what I had done;
in fact, I was proud of it. In
prison, I tried to earn status
by resisting the prison rules
and making a name for
myself. My rebellious streak,
however, only earned me
repeated stays in solitary
confinement — harsh, damp,
underground cells with limited

Our love story feels like a movie
food and basic facilities.

After a while, I realized
that suffering for the
«thief’s code» was a
deception. Around the
same time, I began
observing prisoners who
had found faith in Jesus
Christ. They spoke to me
about God’s love, and I
started to think that I
wanted friends like that
and a life like theirs.
After three and a half
years in prison, I felt a
deep urge to read the
New Testament. From
that moment, my life
began to change. God’s Word
revealed who I truly was and
where my reckless path would
lead. I started attending the
prison gatherings, and after
being released, I completed a
rehabilitation program. For
nearly ten years now, I’ve been
serving God. I married a
wonderful Christian woman
named Anna, and our love
story feels like a movie plot.

In church, I was asked to
help with the children’s
ministry, working with
homeless children and teens.
I shared with them the story

of Jesus and how God can
change lives when we trust
Him. Anna, who was also
volunteering, was raised
differently than I was: she
finished school, went to
college, and joined the church
as a student. Friends saw how
well we worked together and
encouraged us to notice each
other, but we seemed blind to
it, simply committed to serving
together. Then, one day, the
feelings hit us, and we realized
we couldn’t imagine life apart.

In December 2009, our
daughter Margarita was born.

After her birth, we
moved from the village
of Pochuyky, where we
had been serving as
missionaries, to Kyiv.
When our new church
was established, we
became members and
continued our ministry
with children. Today, I
oversee the Sunday
school, a daycare, a
youth group, two shel-
ters, and a children’s
wing in the hospital.
Anna leads the women’s
rehabilitation ministry
and the women’s mini-
stry in our church.

Demyan NAZARENKO,
Ukraine.


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I was one of those kids who
seemed destined for trouble
since childhood. My father
was an alcoholic, and to keep
us going, my mother worked
three shifts. So, I spent
nearly all my time on the
streets. I started smoking
while still in kindergarten and
tried heroin and other drugs
by thirteen.

Left to myself, I began
skipping school from the first
grade. Growing up on the
streets, I got involved in
various crimes, and by the time
I was fifteen, I received my
first conviction, though only
probation. Less than a year
later, I was convicted again
and sentenced to six years. I
spent part of this time in a
juvenile prison, where I
witnessed a level of cruelty
among inmates I could never
have imagined. My young
heart grew harder, turning to
stone. The adult prison was
even worse — friends around
me were willing to betray and
deceive for just a bit of drugs,
but I wasn’t ready to change
my ways.

God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise...
Three months before I was

due for release, something
happened that broke my
character and changed the
course of my life. Out of
boredom, I attended an
evangelistic service held by
Christians who’d brought fruit
and sweets (it was a harvest
festival). Naturally, many
inmates came, drawn by the
food. As we started eating,
the guests prayed over the
meal, picked up a guitar, and
began singing songs. I
suddenly wondered why they
were doing this. It became
clear they were driven not by
profit or gain, but something
greater: the love of Jesus
Christ. I felt deeply ashamed
of myself and my friends.
From that moment, I started
visiting the prayer room in
prison, listening to the
preaching of God’s Word, and
realizing how far my life was
from the teachings of Jesus
Christ.

One day, I repented. I began
to transform from a hardened,
corrupt young man with a
heart of stone, who could

barely read or write, into
someone new. I experienced
changes beyond anything I
could have dreamed. God made
me His servant. Some may find
this statement odd or
overconfident, but I see God’s
Word being fulfilled in me: For
you see your calling, brethren,
that not many wise according
to the flesh, not many mighty,
not many noble, are called. But
God has chosen the foolish
things of the world to put to
shame the wise, and God has

chosen the weak things of the
world to put to shame the
things which are mighty; and
the base things of the world
and the things which are
despised God has chosen, and
the things which are not, to
bring to nothing the things
that are, that no flesh should
glory in His presence (1 Corin-
thians 1:26–29).

God did even more in my
life: He gave me a blessed wife,
many brothers and sisters to
serve. My wife Nelya and I are
raising two children, a
daughter and a son. This is
yet another joy from God.
Now we live and serve in the
Christian rehabilitation center
of our church.

Having experienced God’s
love and blessing in my life, I
can’t remain an indifferent
bystander. If Christ came
today, He would go out seeking
the lost, rescuing those
destined for death. He would
not be building a name for
Himself, earning social status,
or seeking worldly recognition.
He would seek out the
outcasts, the broken and

hopeless, and be a friend to
sinners. I am sure of this!

It may sound harsh, but
today there are many con-
sumers rather than laborers in
churches — those who give an
impression rather than live as
true Christians. Many come to
rehab and leave, come and go.
And I pray, Lord, why don’t
they stay in Your grace? Why
don’t they fall in love with You,
when You have never changed?
Now my brothers and I are
constantly praying and fasting
for God to raise up laborers
for this harvest! So that in
these final days, which are so
evident, we will not forget
Christ’s calling — to save those
destined for death!

In closing, I want to
emphasize that I now see my
life as inseparable from Jesus
Christ. He is the meaning and
essence of my life! For it was
God who stopped me in my
sinful ways, gave me new life,
led me to the true path, and
gives me strength to keep
going!

Andriy NOVIKOV, Ukraine.



My message to you: trust in God
My name is Andriy, and I am about

to turn forty this year. Twenty-six of
those years, I lived far from a
Christian life. But by His grace and
love for me, God drew me close and
gave me hope for eternal life. I come
from a family of six children: me,
three brothers, and two sisters. Among
my siblings, I was the most troublesome
and disobedient. I always wanted to
grow up quickly and would often run
away from home to live my own life.

At eleven, I befriended boys from a
difficult background who liked to
drink and steal. As the saying goes,
You become like the company you keep,
and soon I, too, began drinking,
smoking, and eventually stealing. By
twelve, I was already on record with
the police and was often taken into
juvenile detention. At fourteen, I was
convicted of theft for the first time
and given a suspended sentence of one
year. At seventeen, I was convicted of
theft again and sentenced to three
years in prison. While incarcerated, I

often wondered how I could change
my life to avoid ending up there again.
People would often tell me that without
God, I couldn’t truly change, but I
believed that if I just changed my

friends, my life would be different.
When my release day finally came,

I stopped drinking and distanced
myself from my old friends. I got a
job, and my life seemed to be
changing. After about two months,
though, I made new friends, and
before long, I was drinking again, this
time without shame in front of my
parents. Ten months later, I was
caught stealing again and sentenced
to one year and six months in prison.
During this time, I once again thought
about how to stay out of prison.
Changing friends hadn’t worked
because I hadn’t changed myself, so I
had just found similar company in new
people. I decided that starting a family
might be what I needed to keep me on
track.

After I was released, about a month
later, I began living with a girl and
her child, just as I had hoped. But
within a year or so, I was drinking
again and socializing with the same
type of people. Two years and four

months later, I was caught stealing
again and sentenced to four years and
six months. In prison, I met a fellow
from my hometown who was a
Christian. He often invited me to
church, but I would only make empty
promises. For several months, he kept
inviting me, and finally, I decided to
attend. It was there that I first heard
the Word of God. The preacher spoke
about God and salvation. Seven
months later, God freed me from
smoking, drinking, and all my sinful
habits. In January 2011, I repented
before God, and on July 2, 2011, I
was baptized. To this day, I serve the
Lord freely, and it brings me great
joy.

Only now do I understand that
neither changing friends, starting a
family, nor anything else can truly
transform a person’s life. And if it
can, it doesn’t last long.

My wish for you is this: trust in
God, who can change your life, too.
Don’t strive to change it yourself —
it’s futi le, as I’ve learned from
experience.

Andriy CHUIKIN, Ukraine.

MOON MADNESS


How old is our moon?
Actually, no-one can measure
the moon’s age. However, the
usual assumption is unifor-
mitarianism, i.e. that the
present is the key to the past
(the view of the Bible skeptics
in 2 Peter 3:4b). And so they
claim, on that basis, that the
moon’s age is of the order
of four -and-a-half bi ll ion
years.

However, here are four
uniformitarian measures, that
by any measure, expose the
contradictions in the billions of
years lunar dating.

RECESSION
OF THE MOON FROM

THE EARTH
Tidal friction causes the

moon to recede from the earth
at a rate of 4 cm per year. It
would have been greater in the
past when the moon and earth
were closer together. The moon
could never have been closer
than 18,400 km (11,500 miles),
known as the Roche Limit,

because Earth’s tidal forces
(due to gravity) would have
shattered it. But even if the
moon had started receding from
being in contact with the earth,
it would have taken only 1.37
billion years to reach its present
distance — only one-quarter of
the claimed evolutionary age.
Of course if it was created near
where it is now, there is no need
for vast periods of time.

GHOST CRATERS
Ghost craters on the moon’s

maria (singular mare: dark seas
formed from massive lava
flows) are a problem for long
ages. Enormous impacts
apparently caused the lava
flows, but not before other,
smaller, impact craters formed
within the larger craters. These
can be seen as ghosts under the

lava flows. But this means that
the smaller impacts can’t have
been very long after the huge
ones, otherwise the lava would
have hardened before the
impacts. So it was a very short
time frame for the cratering.
This also implies that other
cratered bodies of our solar
system are also much younger
than assumed.

RECENTLY-FORMED
SCARPS

NASA’s surveys have
revealed scarps (steep slopes)
due to faulting, thought to be
due to shrinking of the moon.
These scarps are global and
their freshness and lack of
cratering suggest very recent
origin. However, such recent
tectonic movements should not
be possible if the moon has been

cold and dead for at least two
billion years.

RECENT VOLCANIC
ACTIVITY

Evidence of recent volcanic
activity on Earth’s moon is
inconsistent with its supposed
vast age because it should have
long since cooled if it were
billions of years old.

Note that we are not saying
that any of these evidences give

us an actual age of the
moon. All we can say from
such a uniformitarian
approach is that the con-
tradictions between all such
measures show that we
can’t trust any of them —
that there is something
seriously wrong with the
assumption that the present
is the key to the past!

The only reliable me-
ans of knowing the age
of the moon (or anything
else in the cosmos, or on
Earth) is by the testimony

of a reliable witness who
observed its formation. Only
the Bible with its Creation
account from the Creator
Himself can inform us as to
the moon’s true age. Formed
on Day 4 of Creation Week,
our moon is just a few days
younger than our Earth, i.e.
about 6,000 years old. The
real (biblical) past is the key
to understanding the present!

Don BATTEN, creation.com
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THE BETRAYAL OF JUDAS
   

   
    





       
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
     




     






      




     




        
     
    





      



   

   
    






       
    
     


      




     
     
     
   

      

       
     
    


    



      
      
     







  

     







   
 




     






   
     


       


 



    
      




 
     


      
  
      
    
  


  
      
       

    




      
 


      

     


   

     

     

TOPIC FOR REFLECTION


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     


  

      


     
    
    
   


     
     

     
     
    


     
       
     

   
     


     


  
     

   
     


   


     

    
   
    





     
   
   
   
       
     






      


  

   






   
      
    

      
 
    
    
   
       
     

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
     
    
   

  

   
  


      




        

     

    




   
    



    
    
    

   
     
      




     
     

     
  



      
     
     
     




       



 





      
   

     
     
     



  
 
     




      
     

       
     

     



 

    
 
      
     
     
    
    


 

  






    
    
     
   
 
    

      
  
      
  
   
    
     
     

   
   
    

     
     


      
   
    
     

    
   


 
    



      
     


 

     


      
  
         


    
  
      

  


 










    

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 
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
     
   
     
    
    

   
     
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
 




  
     


      
       

 

     
    
     

 
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

   




     
     

    

    
    
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
    
     
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   

    
     

         

     




 

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    



   


    

     
    
   

   



 


   
  
     
  
    

     
   
   



    
  

  
      
    

    

    
    
        
    

 


     
       
    
    
    


       


 



       
    

 
    
    
     
   



   

    
  
  
    

     
    
    
   
      




 


    
   

   
     
      




    
   
      


        
   
   

     

    
       
      




     

 

   

    

     

     

      




     



    
   
  
     
    



    
    
     

     
    
   
   

 


  

     

    
     


    
      
             


    

    
  
     
   
   
      
    

     
  
   

       




  
  
     
    


   



 




     

 
      
 

  


    

     
     

   
    
     


   
    
     
     

 

      
    
  



      
    
    
        
 


    
     
    
       

 



   
    
     

     
    
      
     
   
      

     



    

      

      
   
    
 


       
     
    
    

   
     
     

    
  
     


 
     

    
   





   

      
     
    

    
    
   
 


   

    
   

    
    
     
    
    

 
      
    
       
     




    
     
    
   



   
     
     
    
    
    
     
    


    
      
    
   

    

    
     


     
     
     

     


     
   

   


     

      
    





     
 
    


 


P
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Once, long ago on Earth, there was
an island where all spiritual values
lived. But one day, they noticed that
the island was sinking into the water.
All the values boarded their ships
and lef t . Only Love remained. She
waited until there was no more time,
and then she, too, wanted to leave.

She called out to Wealth and
asked to board his ship, but Wealth
replied:

My shi p is full of treasures and
gold; there’s no room for you.

When the ship of Sorrow passed
by, she asked to board, but Sorrow
responded:

Forgive me, Love, I am so sad that
I must always remain alone.

Then Love saw the ship of Pride
and asked for help, but Pride replied

that Love would disrupt the harmony
of her ship.

Joy sai led by, but she was so
caught up in her celebration that she
didn’t hear Love.

Love turned and saw an old man.
He took her to dry land, and as he
sailed away, Love realized she hadn’t
asked his name. She approached
Knowledge and asked:

Tell me, Knowledge, who saved me?
Who was that old man?

Knowledge looked at Love and
replied:

That was Time.
Time? asked Love. But why did

it save me?
Knowledge looked at Love once

more and then out into the distance
where the old man had sailed:

Because only Time knows how
important Love is in life.

Cherish Love!

Love was beginning to despair.
Suddenly, she heard a voice behind
her:

Come, Love, I will take you with
me.

P r o v e r b  o f  L o v e




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






      
    
    






    


     

   
 
     






    
   
     
   

    




    


   
    
  
  




     

     

  
       
      

    
     
   
     
 
    

     
    


   

   
    


     


    
 


      




    
        


        




Interesting facts about apostle Peter

          
       
           
        
  
       
 

        


  






         
        
        


 

          
      



 
          


   
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


MY HOUSE IS AT THE EDGE

      

      

     
 
    
    
 





    

    
     


     

     


    
    
 
    


    

    
  






     


     
     
 
      




    

      





     

   

      

  


    





     
   




     
 



     
    


     
    

     

 
 


     

    

   
    


     
  

     

    




     



 








 
 
 



  


  
   


 
 
 





      
    
    
      





 


      

    

    
   


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 
     

       
     
     
    
       
    





 

      
      
  


   

   

   
     

 
     
    
     

  







      
     

     
      
     
     

      
 


      


   
     




      
     



    
      



      
     
    



     

      

       
      

     
    
      




      





     


     
    
   




      
     



     
      


     
     

      



     
    
 
   
  
      

      


  
      



     

  
  


     
         
      



     



      

      
     
     





    


     

     
     

     

       
      

   

  
     
          
   

       
 

     

      
    
      
      

     
      
     
     
      
      
  
       



      

    
     
     


    
      
      
     
      


      
       

  


 

 
     

  
   
     
     

  
     

      


 
   
      
    
    
    
    
      







  


     
      

    
      

      

       


      



   




    
   
   
    

       

     


      
         
    

 


  




       
      
    
     


       
      
      

       

      



 


    

      
      
      

     

     
    
 
   
    

      
 
      
 
      


   


   
      


      
      


     

  
      
 
    
 


  


     
    
     
      

 



       
      
 

 

   
   
    
      


THE NATURE OF BIBLE INSPIRATION
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F R EQ UE NT L Y  A S K ED  Q U E S T I O N S    

      
    

  


      
  
    
      
     
     
      

     
     
     


 

       




  

      


   

     

      
   
 

   

       
 
     
         


      
     
      
      
     



       

       
 

    

   
     
     


     



   


     

     

    

     
     
  
       
      






       
   
       

      
     
      

   
     

      

      
     
 


What does the Bible say about tattoos?



         
  





         
        
 

     
 

   
            
       


            
      

        




 
             



           















  
    




    
     
      
       
    



    

        

 



      
   



     
    



     

     




  


  





      





    





     


 





 
   
 


      




 


 
  
 















   





   








   








   





   








    








 


   


   


  


 





   


    





  


    


     
 

    


    
     
        

     
      
     
    
  



Did you know that most scientists were Christians?

    






     
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ATTENTION!
Dear readers, today the newspaper “Prisoner”

has the status of the two languages: Russian and
English. “Prisoner” is printed in the Ukraine and
in America. However, it is published and distributed
exclusively by voluntary donations. For all those
wishing to contribute to the success of “Prisoner”
all the requisites are indicated in the last column
of the newspaper. For those in America who wish
to donate to the newspaper “Prisoner” and support
the prison ministry, there is a tear off form, where
you can donate and specify what you want the
donation to go for. God bless you!
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Questions about the Church
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













     



    



      


  
 
      
 

     





      







     

   



   
       


What is the church?





What is the purpose
of the church?

      
     
     







 





       

     









     


      


     
    






      

     

 
     
       

     



    


     



     

 

      





     
      

       
      


What is biblical
separation?




    
      
    

      



     
 

       

      
     


      

     



 
    
      


        

      



        
      

 




     








    




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The publication office
requests that you enclose
your postal address with
your material (testimonies,
sermons, articles, etc.) for
publication in “Prisoner”.
If you enclose photos with
your material, we will be
glad to publish them.

And for those of you
just on the way to God,
it’s time to turn to our
Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ with a short prayer:

“Lord Jesus, I believe
you are God’s Son; You
died for my sins and rose
again for my salvation. I
accept you as my personal
Lord and Savior. Please
forgive all my sins and
grant me eternal life.
Amen!”

INDEPENDENT
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Dear readers!
“Prisoner” is distributed free of
charge in America (USA,
Canada), Germany, Iceland,
Czech Republic, Estonia,
Moldova, Belarus, Russia,
Kazakhstan and Ukraine.
Publication of this newspaper
depends on donations. Send
your material and financially
support the publication of this
important newspaper for society.

God bless you all!
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