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Every year on the same dates (December
25 and January 7) Christians around the
world celebrate the birthday of Jesus Christ.
Festive services are held to celebrate this great
event in churches, temples and prayer houses.
The Scripture says:

Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as
follows: After His mother Mary was
betrothed to Joseph, before they came
together, she was found with child of the
Holy Spirit. Then Joseph her husband, being
a just man, and not wanting to make her a
public example, was minded to put her away
secretly. But while he thought about these
things, behold, an angel of the Lord
appeared to him in a dream, saying,
“Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to
take to you Mary your wife, for that which
is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit.
And she will bring forth a Son, and you
shall call His name Jesus, for He will save
His people from their sins” (Mat. 1:18–21).

However, the exact birth date of Jesus is
not mentioned in the Bible. In addition, it
never directs us to celebrate His birthday.
The Encyclopedia of McClintock and Strong
notes: “The celebration of Christmas is not
established by God and its origins are not in
the New Testament”.

The study of the origin of Christmas reveals the
pagan roots of this holiday. The Bible makes it
clear that worshiping God in an unacceptable manner
is an offense to the Lord (Ex. 32:5–7).

The Bible does not directly point out when our
Lord was born. Instead, it describes two events
that are connected with His birth that provide strong
evidence to the fact that he was neither born on
December 25 nor on January 7.

An argument in favor of this belief is the fact
that shortly before the birth of Jesus, “...a decree
went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world
should be registered”. The gospel of Luke tells us
that in order to obey that decree, each person had
to undertake, in some cases, a week long journey
to his or her city of origin (Luke 2:1–3).

The collection of taxes and conscription were,
most likely, main reasons why that decree was
issued. In addition, if that decree came out in the
cold time of the year that fact alone could cause
discontent among the people that inhabited the
Roman Empire. Therefore, it was highly improbable
that the emperor was willing to cast an additional
burden on his subjects, by forcing them to go on a
long journey in the cold of winter.

Another argument is that the shepherds “...kept
watch over their flock by night”, as stated in the
Gospel of Luke (2:8). Alexander Men in the History
of Religion writes: “...no matter how hard it is to
part with an age-long tradition, it must be admitted
that the Gospel does not confirm that fact. St.
Luke says that the shepherds of Bethlehem ‘...lived
in the open air and guarded their flock at night’.
And in December, various sources indicate that sheep
were already kept in shelters in that area. They
were in pastures only from March to November,

from this follows that Jesus was born precisely in
that time range”.

We can know the approximate time of the birth of
Jesus by counting down from the day of His crucifixion,
which occurred in the spring, on Passover, Nisan 14,
33 AD (John 19:14–16). Jesus’ ministry began when
He was about thirty years old and continued for about
three years. From that fact follows that Jesus was
born in the early autumn of 2 BC (Luke 3:23).

In general, there is no evidence that Jesus was
born on December 25 or January 7. It seems like
the church chose this date, because it coincided
with the time of the pagan festivities that were
held during the winter solstice.

Millions of people around the world believe that
they should celebrate Christmas, or the birthday of
Jesus Christ. But did the apostles and other early
Christians celebrate Christmas?

First, there is no indication in the Bible that anyone
celebrated the birthday of Jesus. It stated only two
people who celebrated their birthday. Neither one of
them were servants of God, and, besides, those
celebrations were marred by tragic events (Gen. 40:20;
Mark 6:21). According to Britannica, early Christians
rejected pagan customs of celebrating birthdays.
There is no exact date that indicates when Jesus
was born. “The date of Christ’s birth cannot be
known from the New Testament or from any other
source”, says McClintock and Strong’s Encyclopedia.
If Jesus had wanted Christians to celebrate His
birthday, He would have given them the exact date.

Second, there is no supporting evidence anywhere
in the Bible that Jesus or any of His disciples celebrated
Christmas. According to the New Catholic
Encyclopedia, the celebration of Christmas is first
mentioned in the Chronograph of Filocalus, an almanac

compiled around 336 AD. By that time, several
centuries had already passed since the writing
of the Bible and the coming of Jesus to earth.
That is why the Encyclopedia of McClintock
and Strong notes that “the celebration of
Christmas is not established by God and does
not originate in the New Testament”.

Jesus Christ, our great Teacher, clearly
explained to His followers what He expected
from them, and these instructions were
recorded in the Bible. But the celebration of
Christmas was not included in them. Just as
a teacher in a school expects his students to
stay within the limits given to them, so Jesus
did not want His students to go “above that
which is written” in the Bible (1 Cor. 4:6).
On the other hand, there is one important
event that was well known to early Christians.
Jesus personally told His disciples when to
celebrate and commemorate the event of his
crucifixion and showed them how to do it.
These detailed instructions, as well as the exact
date of His passing, are recorded in the Bible
(Luke 22:7, 19; 1 Cor. 11:25).

We can conclude that Christmas is nothing
but a birthday celebration, and the early
Christians rejected that pagan tradition. Also,
there is no mention in the Bible of Jesus or
anyone else celebrating Christmas.

However, despite all the above mentioned, I believe
that such a great event as the birth of Jesus Christ,
should be remembered and celebrated by humankind,
praising God for sending to earth His only begotten
Son. After all, if there had been no birth of Jesus
Christ, then His crucifixion would not have taken
place. That also means that there would have been no
holy sacrifice for sin, by which we receive forgiveness
if we come to God with faith and repentance. The
birth of Jesus Christ is God’s providence so that all
people through His birth and death have the opportunity
to be saved and inherit the Kingdom of God. And
probably, it is not so important that the exact date of
the birth of Jesus Christ has not yet been established.
The main thing is to remember one thing: “For God
so loved the world that he gave his only begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not
perish but have everlasting life” (John 3:16).

And if it so happened that for more than one
century mankind has been celebrating Holy
Christmas on December 25 and January 7, then so
be it. After all, the essence is not in the date itself.
Mankind is simply obliged at least once a year, as a
token of gratitude, to remember this great event
and the sacrifice that God sent to earth in the form
of Jesus Christ. Of course, the day of remembrance
of the birth of Jesus Christ should be largely
spiritual. Unfortunately, today most of mankind
has turned, the day of Holy Christmas into some
kind of festive drinking and mass entertainment,
where there is no longer a place for the One Who
came into this world for the sake of our salvation.

May the Lord forgive our spiritual blindness and
sinfulness! May His holy name be glorified forever
and ever!
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Why does God value faith
in a person?




           



         

      










         





         



   




        
       

         


        
 




    
      



    
  
 

  



What does faith
give
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THE SAVING FAITH
PASTOR’S WORD
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How the correct, saving faith
is born and what makes it grow



  

 














      











 



         









    






  







        

 












Who is responsible for the growth
of faith
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I was born in Ternopil in a
family of workers. I studied
at a school with a focus in
gymnastics and mathematics.
From first grade, I began to
do gymnastics, in which I
achieved good results. After
graduating from primary and
high school, I studied at a
local college, and instead of
serving in the army I ended
up in another place...

Nothing then foreshadowed
any danger. I loved the com-
radeship, and I often spent
time with my friends, among
whom there were many athle-
tes. At that time, the city was
divided into districts between
certain rivaling groups. My
circle of friends was from the
East side of town. Oftentimes,
conflicts would arise between
the regions, they struggled for
precedence and authority in the
city. When I started studying
at school, I made friends with
guys who used drugs, howe-
ver for more than a year I did
not have the desire to join
them. Even though they would
offer me them multiple times.

By that time, my older
brother had been injecting for
over two years. I constantly
communicated with people who
used drugs. Eventually the
moment came when I myself
became interested in trying
them. In our environment, it
was considered cool because
they weren’t affordable for the
majority of people.

At that point in time, people
responded to drug addicts with
fear, but not with disgust. In
those days, the phenomenon of
drug addiction was something
new, still full of unknowns. I
tried my first dose out of
curiosity, it spiraled into a
drug addiction. I gradually
began to bring suffering and
pain to the people who loved
me — especially my family.
Because of my addiction to
drugs, some friends turned
their backs on me completely,
while others kept their dis-
tance. People stopped trusting
me because I started stealing,
cheating and lying in order to
get money for a dose. I ended
up going to prison when I was
twenty-two.

While in prison for the first
time, I didn’t learn anything,
and did not want to change
anything in my life. Therefore,
when I was released, I again
returned to the same group of
drug addicts and thieves.

After not even being free
for a year, I again ended up
in prison, this time at a
maximum-security facility.
Here I had to face the realities
of life behind bars, especially
when I fell ill with tuberculosis
and a stomach ailment.

After I was released, I again
found myself in the same
swamp, with the only
difference that I have now
acquired a whole bunch of
diseases. Being enslaved to my
drug addition, I could not even

fathom freeing myself. It
seemed to me that I was a
vicious circle with no hope of
change. When some kind of
epiphany came, I realized that
it was no longer possible to live
like this. The end could come
at any moment. Many of my
friends had already died from
an overdose, from diseases or
were missing. Time passed, but
my drug addiction and the
sense of doom continued. I was
haunted by fear of the police,
of the uncertainty of tomorrow,
and of not having a dose in
the morning. In such a
situation, a person becomes like
a hunted animal, constantly
being in captivity of slavery
and hopelessness.

At thirty, I went back to
prison, taking the blame for
my older brother’s crime. In
the spring, just before the
court session, my mother died.
And in a few short days after
the funeral, I was convicted —
and again faced prison...

In the pre-trial center in
Chortkiv, they took my blood
for analysis in the medical
center. After some time, I was
sent to the prison and then
for some reason I was called
to the doctors again. They gave
me a form on which was
printed that I was strictly
forbidden: to share a razor,
to get tattoos, to inject and
share needles and also to have
sexual relations and the like.
If I violate this order, I would
be held criminally liable. I was
confronted with a terrible fact:
I was HIV-positive!

When I realized what was
happening, I was really scared.
I was in shock and only
gradually began to realize that
I could never have a family or
children. It was like an exe-
cutioner’s shot in the head for
me. In addition to that news,
my older brother died of a
drug overdose. I then had to
experience the heaviest blow to
my mental health in my life.
My hands went limp, life has
lost all meaning.

I didn’t tell anyone that I
had HIV. I withdrew into
myself, and began to live like
a lone wolf.

When I was released, I did
not know where to go and what
to do. No one was waiting for
me at home: my father was
struggling with his vodka
addiction. In my thirty-one
years, no one needed or wanted
me!

While in the village of Kras-
noye, where I had to transfer
to a train to Ternopil, I had to
wait six hours and, not
knowing what to do, I bought
some alcohol. Under the
scorching sun, I quickly got
drunk and vodka only
increased my depression. I
wanted to take my life... I only
came to my senses while in
intensive care.

After returning home from
the hospital, I calmed down a
bit and started working. And

although the management
knew that I had a record they
helped me get a job.

In my life, everything
seemed to be getting better: I
had a good salary, and was
respected by my peers. We
have a saying, that a holy place
is never empty. My spiritual
emptiness this time was filled
with alcohol. At first, I drank
with the workers, then by

to drinking, I finally realized:
I won’t last that long, some-
thing needs to be completely
changed.

I heard from my mother
about God many times, I went
to church several times. Mom
constantly prayed for me. I
think that her prayers saved
my life multiple times. I finally
wanted to change my life
because I hit rock bottom. I

me. Thank God I got healed!
But I was still worried about
the thought of my HIV infec-
tion...

After rehabilitation, I began
to serve the Lord: I preached
the Gospel, prayed for the sick,
and served in the rehabilitation
center. When we celebrated the
fifteenth anniversary of the
founding of our church, I
looked at happily married
people and thought: Am I really
going to be single? Can the
enemy really manipulate my
disease? I decided to pray for
healing from HIV. I asked
myself: Couldn’t the Lord, who
pulled me out of such a bottom,
heal me? Although I was
convinced: no matter how my
life develops, that I will always
serve Jesus Christ — the Son
of God!

When I decided to take the
medical tests, the doctor asked
me if I had ever been tested
for HIV/AIDs. I replied that
in 2004 I was registered as
HIV-positive.

The woman was taken
aback:

Why do you need to take
tests again?

I answered her:
Can’t Christ, who healed me

of tuberculosis and stomach
disease, heal me of HIV?!

Well, it is your right to
believe so, the doctor said
incredulously.

I completed the tests and
immediately started fasting,
asking the Lord God for
complete healing. For twelve
days I did not eat anything,
was in the Word, prayed and
served. Four days later, I began
to thank God, I was sure that
the Lord had heard my request.
I had to wait another fifteen
days for the test results. And
when I arrived, the nurse,
taking my form, told me:

You have a negative result.
What does it mean? I asked.
You are healthy! was the

answer.
I immediately began to thank

God. When the doctor entered,
she was shocked, and came out
to my table to meet me.

I did not stop, I do not stop
and I will never stop praising
God, because He is worthy of
our glory! Christ took all our
sins, curses, sicknesses,
infirmities and brought them
to the cross, defeating the
intentions of Satan.

I’m on the cross, the Son of
God proclaimed: It’s done! thus
completing the plan of sal-
vation, healing, and deli-
verance. It remains for each
of us to accept this in our
hearts by faith and, having
humbled ourselves, fall at the
feet of Jesus Christ and give
Him our lives completely,
giving the Lord the opportunity
to act and live in each of us.
Open yourself to Him too!

Boris FENTS,
Ternopil, Ukraine,

www.love-healing.org.ua

The Lord healed me from HIV disease

myself, and then I fell into the
slavery again! And when I
realized that I was completely
addicted, I consoled myself
with the thought: It’s okay: I
managed to quit drugs — I’ll
quit alcohol. When I tried to
do this, that is, I abruptly
stopped drinking, then I felt
what a real nightmare is! For
three days and three nights I
did not sleep at all, I was
shaking from alcohol depri-
vation and was overwhelmed
with fear, my body was on fire
and itched somehow unpleas-
antly. I thought I was going
to die. And by the next day I
began to hear voices and
hallucinate. But it did not help
me and did not help out of
this state. I heard voices,
argued with people with whom
I once knew, I would convince
them of something, and they
would convince me. And when
the arguments with myself
reached its climax, I grabbed a
knife from the counter in the
store looking to take revenge
on those who argued with me.
I stood in the store with a knife
in my hand (in front of the
shocked viewers), looking
around: where are my enemies?
But there was no one, only the
hostile voices which sounded in
my head... Thinking I was
defending myself, I stabbed
myself right below the heart!

I woke up in intensive care.
This event slowed me down. I
didn’t drink for a while after
that. When I started to return

can’t say that I was looking
for God, most likely it was He
who found me, although I
didn’t understand it then.

When I came to the reha-
bilitation center, I stayed there.
Being in the center, I imme-
diately stopped drinking,
smoking and cursing, and
started leading a healthy
lifestyle. As they say, I was a
cultural sinner. But there came
a moment when I realized that
something was wrong with me.
I began to realize how terrible
of a sinner I was and was
plagued by thoughts about how
the Lord could never forgive
me. Although I prayed and
read a lot of literature, all this
seemed to me dry and unreal.

As soon as I was assured of
my salvation, I began to go
beyond the center, into the
field, where I called out to
God, sang and prayed. Then I
began to fast for one, two,
three days and more. I drank
only water and continued to
read the Word of God and
pray. One fine day, when my
fellow brothers and I were in
prayer, something came over
me. I received the cleansing
and baptism with the Holy
Spirit from the Lord. The
barrier of sin has fallen! I was
so overjoyed that I couldn’t
sleep, I wanted to sing and
pray. I even began to perceive
the colors of nature as more
vibrant and beautiful. After a
while I noticed that my lungs
and stomach stopped bothering
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My name is Aleksandr Averyanov.

I was born in the Belarusian city of
Baranovichi. I have been involved in
sports since the age of eight. At the
age of seventeen, when I entered the
institute, I was taken to the basketball
team with the further prospect of
playing for the national team of the
Belarusian Soviet Socialist Republic.
Everything was going very well, and
life seemed already quite arranged.
But in those same seventeen years, I
fell under the influence of people who
use drugs and alcohol, and everything
turned upside down: being expelled
from the institute, then from the team.
I lost everything I wanted. But I was
fine with a carefree high life, until
the first withdrawal manifested itself.
It was then that I realized that life
without drugs is better.

But it is not so easy to free yourself
from the devil’s shackles. Drugs very
soon ceased to bring pleasure, and I
was already their slave. For the sake of
drugs, I went into crime. A life full of
evil fell upon me. Betrayal, loneliness,
broken relationships with my family,

Jesus pulled me out
of the world of sin

health problems, another conviction and
a term of imprisonment — this was the
result of a twelve-year drug addiction.
At twenty-nine, I was on the verge of
death. But it did not scare me, but
seemed the only way to solve my
problems. Indeed, before that, many
times I had visited various clinics with
no success, turning to extra-sensory
people for help, looking for peace in an
Orthodox monastery. I thought about
suicide more and more often. And then
the Lord reminded me of Himself.

Many years ago, brothers from the
Baranovichi Christian Church
Salvation visited me with a sermon
about Christ, testimonies and prayers.
They told about themselves and about
how the Lord pulled them out of the
world of sin and crimes. But then I
did not listen to them, did not believe
that God could help. And now, after
eight long years, I met Jesus again: I
ended up in a Christian rehabilitation
center. There I was met by hospitable
brothers. I was surprised and inspired
by the testimonies of the guys whose
lives were changed by Christ.

I wanted to quickly get to know
God, who is behind all this. And soon
after I said the prayer of repentance,
the long-awaited happened: I received
freedom from drugs, and my life
changed dramatically. Christ forgave,
did not condemn, understood and
accepted me, He showed that He loves
me! Transformation is what happened
to me in Christ Jesus. Very soon the
Lord healed my kidneys as well as my
wounded soul.

After a while, I began to pray that
I would become the pastor of a church.
The Lord encouraged us to organize
brothers and sisters for fasting,
prayers for our unsaved relatives. I
learned to testify, to preach. God gave
me a wonderful wife, Veronica. The
main thing for our family from the
first days was the fulfillment of the
will of God. Shortly after we got
married, we were invited to Spain to
minister to drug addicts. They
prepared a house for us five kilometers
from the sea, a car as a gift, and
good financial support. Rejoiced, my
wife and I learned Spanish and resolved
issues with documents. Almost before
leaving, we decided to go to the Gomel
region, to our rehabilitation center,
to say goodbye to everyone.

Meeting us, our pastor Aleksandr
said:

I offer you a ministry in the village
of Rudnya. There are several people
there, a house of prayer, but there is no
pastor.

I sti ll do not know why this
happened, but we agreed, accepting
this proposal as a word from the Lord.
Of course, purely humanly, we wanted
to go to Barcelona and our parents
and friends did as well and did not
understand why we chose Rudnya over
Barcelona, even condemning our

decision. But God gave us faith and
firmness. A month later we came to
Rudnya to serve in the local church.

What we had to face was not easy.
The apartment we rented used to be a
hangout for alcoholics and drug
addicts. Due to the lack of a heating
system, we had to spend the winter in
the cold, in some places there was even
frost on the walls in the apartment.
We couldn’t eat properly, because we
lived without money and there was no
work either. And even at the first
meeting with church members, I heard:

We don’t need a pastor, why did you
come here?

The locals didn’t show much joy
about our arrival either. Glasses were
smashed at us, objects of an occult
nature were thrown (it is clear that
someone was casting spells against us).
Later, our car was smashed, then
robbed. Everything was bad and more
than once I grumbled at my fate. For
over a year, I resented everyone and
everything. More than once I wanted
to quit everything, but the Lord gave
support and faith. God worked with
the Holy Spirit over my heart, and one
day the offense left. And life began to
change. Praise God for His patience!

Our church began to grow in
numbers and continues to grow to this
day. Sometimes in our house of prayer
there is not even enough space for
everyone! We have a lot of young
people, there is a Sunday school, there
is a prayer service. On the basis of the
church, a public organization Mothers
Against Drugs was opened, which
conducts work in schools. Then the
Right to Life rehab center was opened,
where we help drug addicts, alcoholics,
homeless people to return to life.

We happily celebrated the opening
of the new building of the rehabilitation
center, where we can take up to fifteen
people for the recovery program. In
addition, we regularly hold meetings
in the neighboring village, where if
the Lord wills in the future we plan to
open a church.

Many changes have taken place in
our village. Local residents treat us
differently now, we have good relations
with many, the authorities are
compromising with us. And also, our
village was included in the presidential
project of agricultural towns. New
streets are being built, shops, houses,
a gym, streets are being restored. They
cleaned the lake where the recreation
center will be. Thank God!

Nine years ago, God saved me and
I’ve been a pastor for eight years now.
It’s a miracle! Jesus Christ put in my
heart the desire to lead a local church
and open new ones in other places, as
well as to open a rehab center. Our
family is ready to follow God wherever
He leads us, because there is nothing
better than to serve Him!

Aleksandr AVERYANOV,
Belarus, www.shans.by

My name is Bogdan, I am forty-four years old, and I want to tell you
about the wonderful moments of life given to me by the Lord, for which
I am infinitely grateful to Him.

When I was thirty years old, drugs entered my life. Now, looking
back, I realize that it was because my life was wicked. Despite the fact
that I had a wife and a little daughter, I spent my free time in constant
partying and very often did not spend the night at home. Subsequently, I
wanted something more and this required money, and a lot of it. That
something turned out to be drugs, and in order to buy them, I began to
steal. Over time, I became dependent on them, I had already been treated
in a drug dispensary more than once. But unfortunately, the doctors
could not help me. As soon as I left the hospital after treatment, I ran
again to look for drugs to inject myself. My family was crumbling, and
my parents’ endless attempts to influence me were in vain.

I have been repeatedly prosecuted for theft and possession of drugs. I
was convicted three times, served my sentence in places of deprivation of
liberty of enhanced and strict regime. But nothing has changed. On the
contrary, everything was repeated again: as soon as I got out of prison,
I continued to do the same. It was no longer life, but simply existence.
Almost everyone turned away from me, avoiding even communication
with me. My family, my loved ones suffered because of me. I broke up
with my wife, and rarely saw my daughter. Only my mother still tolerated

me, but she constantly
cried over my fate.

Then a terrible tragedy
happened in my life: my
daughter died in a car
accident... Her name was
Natalya, and she was only
sixteen years old — she
was just beginning to live!
This tragedy just
knocked me down, I lost
all interest in life. If
earlier I still sometimes
restrained myself, now I
didn’t give a damn about
anything. I sank lower
and lower, the sun in my
life began to set even
faster. Finally, I reached
the point where I could
no longer walk, but only
lay in bed. And although
the coffee table next to
me was littered with
medicines, for some
reason they did not help
me. I was diagnosed with
pneumonia, but the cir-
cumstances were such that
the doctors simply did not
care about me, nor could

help me. I lay there with no hope of improvement. I had a broken spirit,
a crippled soul and a sick body...

It was at this most difficult time in my life that brothers came to my
house and told me about God, that there is still a way out of this
seemingly hopeless situation for me, and it is only in Jesus Christ! I
believed in these words, and placed all my last hope and faith in God.
Sincerely repenting of all my sins, I decided to devote my life to Him,
because I accepted Jesus Christ as my Savior and Lord.

I am infinitely grateful to God for this moment, because it was then that
a miracle happened and from that moment my life began to change rapidly.
Still not understanding many things, at first, I did what my brothers in
Christ advised me to do. Unlike the circumstances that were before, now
everything began to change for the better. I was admitted to the hospital. I
recovered so quickly that even the doctors were surprised. Despite the fact
that I had a whole bunch of diseases, after two weeks I was already discharged,
because my condition improved, and I thank the Lord for this.

After my recovery, I immediately went to the church where my brothers in
Christ came from. I was accepted into this Christian family with love and joy.
I started attending a gathering for former drug addicts and I want to testify
that my life has changed dramatically. I have been in the church for five years
already, and during this time I successfully went through rehabilitation, the
Lord completely restored my health, healing me from hepatitis C, and in
addition, helped me to renew my relationship with my family and friends. My
mother repented and accepted Jesus Christ into her heart.

I successfully graduated from Bible College, where I received my initial
theological education, and now I serve in a rehabilitation center for the
same addicts as I once was. I also sing in the church choir, where I
glorify our Lord Jesus Christ with songs. I am currently in my fourth
year at the Bible Institute. And the most important thing is that the Lord
gave me freedom from all sinful addiction and peace in my heart. Every
morning I wake up with joy from the realization of freedom and also
from the fact that the Lord is with me.

I lived through moments when I should have been crippled and even
died but in an amazing way the Lord saved me, His hand was with me. I
give thanks for all the blessings the Lord has given me, for His grace
that is with me every day. The Lord restored me and changed my life.

I want to sincerely thank my mother for her love and great patience. I am
grateful to my brother, mentor, the person through whom the Lord touched
me, Andrey Guzenko, and also to the pastor of the rehabilitation center
Roman Deshchakovsky and the entire team at the rehabilitation center, for
giving a lot of their time and energy to help me. Special thanks to Oleg
Savchak, our blessed God-appointed pastor of the Church Love and Healing,
as well as Anna Mikhailovna, our sister in the Lord and spiritual mother for
many!

Bogdan GNATIEVICH, Ukraine, www.love-healing.org.ua






























































I am infinitely
grateful to God!
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Only 3 % of Christian missionaries worldwide focus on unreached people groups: report
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS


 

ABOUT SIN
What is the definition of sin?























 






     







   


































      



















       



      







How can I know if something
is a sin?


     













      










 













      






   












  






Are all sins equal to God?


     







      










































      


































What are the seven deadly
sins?
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T O P I C  F O R  R E F L E C T I O N

THE LORD’S BAPTISM
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A river flowed out of Eden to water the garden,
and there it divided and became four rivers. The
name of the first is the Pishon. It is the one that
flowed around the whole land of Havilah, where
there is gold. And the gold of that land is good;
bdellium and onyx stone are there. The name of the
second river is the Gihon. It is the one that flowed
around the whole land of Cush. And the name of
the third river is the Tigris [Hebrew: Hiddekel],
which flows east of Assyria. And the fourth river is
the Euphrates [Hebrew: P’rath] (Genesis 2:10–14).

Genesis 2 reads like it is describing actual
geography, but the sort that doesn’t exist anywhere
on today’s globe — which is exactly what we would
expect if today’s geography was totally reshaped
by the global Flood in Noah’s day.

Yet, many people believe Eden should be located
somewhere around Mesopotamia. Could they be
right, and how can we know?

Incidentally, the low-lying area of Mesopotamia
would have been mostly underwater right after
the Flood, and the shoreline seems to have changed
drastically even in historical times (the shoreline
is constantly being added to as sediments are
dumped into the Persian Gulf at the mouth of the
Tigris/Euphrates).

What about shared names?
There are a number of names that are used for

landmarks in both the pre-Flood world and the
post-Flood world. For instance, Genesis 2 says
the Hiddekel river flows east of Asshur. In Daniel
10:4, the Hebrew word Hiddekel is used to refer
to the modern Tigris river. The ancient, post-
Flood city of Asshur (the capital of the Assyrian
empire in its several different forms) is on the
west bank of the Tigris/Hiddekel (therefore the

descendants of Adam’s third named son, Seth,
and are listed among the ancestors of Noah
(Genesis 5:18–30). This is even more remarkable
when one considers the sparse name data we have
for that period. If people’s names could be re-
used on such a scale, then surely it is not a
stretch to imagine that generic names could also
be reapplied to places. So a post-Flood location
called Havilah (Genesis 25:18), which can roughly
be translated sandy place, may have been named
after one of several post-Flood men named
Havilah (the second son of Cush or the 12th son
of Joktan, Genesis 10:7, 29), who happen to
share a name with a pre-Flood place called Havilah
(Genesis 2:11), which may or may not be named
after a pre-F lood person unmentioned in
Scripture.

A model of Eden?
If we tease out all the geographical clues possible

from Genesis 2, we can arrive at a rough model
for Eden. Since the single river coming out of Eden
breaks up into four rivers, we know that Eden
must be higher than the surrounding region —
perhaps much higher. There is etymological
evidence for this. The name Pishon means bubbling,
and Gihon means bursting forth. Since all four
rivers share the same source, this cannot be
describing the river flowing out of Eden. It must
be describing something about the rivers after they
divided and went their separate ways. So it might
indicate that the rivers flowed fairly rapidly, which
may indicate a significant drop in elevation. We
cannot be certain, but the language clues are
interesting.

Ezekiel 28 is full of Edenic imagery and refers
multiple times to the mountain of God. A mountain
location would also explain how there was apparently
only one entrance to Eden that needed to be guarded
(Genesis 3:24). All other routes could have been
impassable due to the steepness of the terrain at
other points.

There is also extrabiblical evidence associating
Eden with a mountain. For example, some scholars
make the case that the most ancient form of Chinese
writing contains pictographs that hearken back to
the biblical accounts of Creation, the Fall, and
Noah’s Flood. Consider the following series of
symbols.

Genesis places
Eden in the
real world

There are many dif-
ferent ways to handle
this passage. Some Bible
commentators, sadly,
argue that it is mis-
guided to try to find
Eden on a map, because,
they say, Genesis was
never intended to com-
municate a location on
the globe. They draw
analogies to the Temple
or other spiritual meanings
to explain the details given
in Genesis 2. In their
view, trying to locate
Eden would be like
trying to find Santa’s
workshop at the physical
North Pole.

On the other hand,
many people try to argue
that Eden was in the Middle East, specifically in
lower Mesopotamia, maybe near ancient Ur or
Sumer. They assert, correctly, that there is nowhere
else in the historical passages of Scripture that gives
an unearthly geography, and there is nothing in
the text that indicates anything other than an actual
geographical description. As Derek Kidner
comments: verses 10–14 go to some lengths to
present it as an actual, not an allegorical or mythical
spot. There are alternate possible locations proposed,
but the goal is to find Eden by looking at today’s
geographical clues.

Yet, this view is in error, too.
Think about it — the Flood was global and highly

destructive. Huge amounts of sediment were
deposited on the continents, and massive amounts
of erosion occurred during the Recessive Stage as
the waters drained off the continents. Plus, the
continental plates moved around, raising mountains
and creating deep basins. Why would we expect
the modern landscape to reflect the pre-Flood
landscape?

Eden is not findable on today’s
globe

As we would expect from the above consideration,
nothing on today’s Earth matches the geographical
clues provided in Genesis. Any proposed location
for Eden must include four rivers originating from
one source. Today, there are only a couple of
examples of two rivers originating from the same
lake or spring (e.g. Isa Lake in Yellowstone
National Park (USA), because it sits on the
continental divide, drains in one direction to form
the Lewis River, which flows toward the Pacific
Ocean, and in the other direction to form the
Firehole River, which flows toward the Gulf of
Mexico). This is because today’s landscape is
shaped by erosion, and it is nearly impossible for
an erosional landscape to produce multiple rivers
from one source. Even if initially such a system
existed, the lowermost or fastest-eroding outlet
of any drainage area tends to dominate and
eventually takes over.

Contrary to common opinion, the Tigris and
Euphrates of Genesis 2 cannot be the modern rivers
flowing through Syria and Iraq today, because they
do not share the same source. And while today
they merge just before they reach the Persian Gulf,
this was not true historically: Pliny (AD 23–79)
claimed they emptied into a common lake in the
time of Alexander the Great (356–323 BC).

river is to its east). So the pre-Flood and post-
Flood Hiddekel rivers are associated with places
called Asshur. Does the loose connection between
a river and a region both before and after the
Flood tell us that Eden is somewhere nearby?
Even if we ignore the Flood’s effects on the land
surface, not  unless there are a  lot  more
confirmations. But this is all we have. If Eden is
in that area, all of the geographic details must
match, not just one or two.

The Hebrew word P’rath, used both for a river
in Genesis 2 and for the modern Euphrates, is
significant because it forms the eastern border of
the land promised to Abraham’s descendants
(Genesis 15:18). Yet Genesis 2 mentions it with
no other geographical data. This is strange,
considering it is the most important river in the
region today and factors heavily in the historical
biblical narrative (see, for example, Genesis 15:18,
Genesis 31:21, Deuteronomy 11:24, Joshua 24:2,
and 2 Samuel 8:3).

Havilah and Cush are two other place designations
that occur both before and after the Flood.

We have three options for interpreting these
duplicated names:

1) The pre-Flood and post-Flood regions are
identical. While biblical creationists like Luther,
Calvin, and others held this view, it is not a viable
option today, in light of current geological
knowledge. For example, on average there are several
kilometres of sedimentary rock, laid down during
the Flood, beneath the surface of the Middle East
today. Equating the pre- and post-Flood landmarks
fails to appreciate the devastating geological impact
of the global Flood.

2) Post-Flood places are named after pre-Flood
places. This is the most common biblical creationist
explanation. While this was probably the case for
some landmarks, like the Hiddekel and P’rath, we
know, for instance, that some post-Flood places
with pre-Flood names were named after post-Flood
people. Some of the re-used names are generic
enough to be applicable in multiple places, so simple
renaming is not a full explanation.

The most likely explanation seems to be that:
There should be no correlation between pre-Flood

and post-Flood geography.
3) Pre- and post-Flood places share certain

popular, generic names. The early chapters of
Genesis contain several repeated names. For
example, men named Enoch and Lamech are
descendants of Adam’s first son, Cain (Genesis
4:17–18), but a different Enoch and Lamech were

Where was Eden?





The Garden of Eden. Thomas Cole (1801–1848)

Additionally, early religious buildings, from
Mesopotamian ziggurats to Egyptian and
Mesoamerican pyramids, share a mountain-like
shape. The idea that the gods were associated with
high mountains is almost universal in ancient
cultures — to the point where mountains were
considered holy places, and ancient people even
constructed artificial mountains as places of
worship.

There are many possible layouts that would
include the necessary geographical elements of
1) a garden in a larger area called Eden; 2) a
relative elevation for the source of the river
(possibly but not necessarily mountainous); and
3) an eastward progression of features, which
is an assumption based on the overall implication
from Genesis 2–4.

What is clear, however, is that no modern-day
candidate for the location of Eden possesses
characteristics resembling this rough schematic.
In particular, low-lying Mesopotamia, which is a
flat alluvial plain, is disqualified.

Genesis is history!
In the end, we are forced to conclude that the

rivers of Genesis are not the modern rivers, even
if they share the same names. There is no reason
to expect a geographical association between the
two sets of names; names get re-used too often,
and the Flood caused massive changes to the
landscape, to the point where there should be no
correlation between pre-Flood and post-Flood
geography.

We want to encourage our readers to dig deeply
into the word of God. When we study Scripture,
we must carefully examine the entire text to
discern what it intends to communicate. Secu-
larists and compromised Christian scholars (e.g.
those who maintain the idea of a local flood in
Genesis to appease long-age thinking) have caused
much confusion. In the case of the location of
Eden, however, we do not have to chase fables
and accidental associations. It is no longer with
us.

Lita SANDERS (COSNER)
and Robert CARTER, creation.com

Of the several pictograms that mean “garden” in the
most ancient Chinese script,  this one has a mountain

standing prominently within it
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My boss always forbade locksmiths and electricians to
swear in front of me. Perhaps you have also encountered
such a habit in some people? For some reason, you can’t
use profanity amongst women and children. Where did
this rule come from?

THE CURSED MOTHER
When a group of men went out on the battlefield,

Slavic warriors began to pour swear words on each other.
That is, they sent curses to the entire female race of the
enemy. One of the most important reasons of these words
in the magical rites of the Slavic peoples was to inflict
damage on the enemy, to curse his kind. No wonder
almost all obscene words are associated with the
reproductive organs of men and women and sexual
intercourse.

PSYCHOLOGY OF SWEARING
The famous psychophysiologist, Doctor Leonid Kitaev-

Smyk, has been dealing for many years with the problem
of stress and swearing as its integral component. He
says that a person resorts to swearing in the case when
he is not confident in his abilities, that is, he feels
inferior.

Foul Mouth

In women, the use of swear words leads to hormonal
disorders. Cosmetologists noticed that those clients who
cannot live without swearing, most of them suffer from
increased hairiness of the limbs. The voice of such
women eventually becomes lower (L. A. Kitaev-Smyk,
Psychophysiological and socio-psychological aspects of
sexual invectives and “swear speech”). My observations
of others say that women who very often use swear
words suffer from female diseases and have problems
with childbearing.

NO BORDERS
Swearing demonstrates a willingness to break taboos,

to cross certain boundaries. Therefore, swearing is very
popular among criminals and is not used among the
intelligent. According to surveys, profanity is more common
among young people than among older people. Probably
because young people are trying to break taboos and cross
borders. Ivan the Terrible’s statement on this subject has
been preserved: It is not proper for noble men to swear like
commoners.

THE POWER OF LANGUAGE
Solomon wrote many hundreds of years ago: The tongue

has the power of life and death, and those who love it will
eat its fruit. (Proverbs 18:21).

Neuroscientist Andrew Newberg and communication
expert Mark Robert Waldman argue that words have a
direct impact on the brain: Evil words send alarming
signals to the brain, partially stopping the work of the
centers responsible for logic and awareness (A. Newberg,
M. R. Waldman, Words that can change consciousness).

I have two acquaintances who, as a result of a severe
injury, stutter very much. One of them stops stuttering
when he starts to swear. And the other stops stuttering
when he sings Christian songs. If we consider swearing
as a spell, and Christian singing as a prayer, it is not
difficult to draw a conclusion. Two forces are fighting
for a man. Which of them will win is decided by the
person themselves.

THE BEST WAY
The Bible lovingly assures: Do not let any unwholesome

talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for
building others up according to their needs, that it may
benefit those who listen (Ephesians 4:29–30).

The mouth speaks out of an excess of heart, Jesus said.
And you must have noticed this pattern. If a person is
filled with goodness and love, his words do not hurt others.
Conversely, if there is bitterness and malice inside a person,
he tries to hurt and offend with a word.

You have the right to choose how to deal with your
speech, who to call on as your assistants with words
flying out of your mouth. You may decide to be a rotten
swamp or a fragrant meadow. And only you decide who
to worship and serve.

Nadezhda SELEZNYOVA, https://proekt7d.ru

I was lucky. You could say
that. My first Jesus was quite
nice and kind: he looked at me
from a small icon, somehow
folding his fingers strangely.
He had big sad eyes, but they
did not frighten me. When
there was no one in the room, I
often took this icon out of my
desk and talked with the sad
man depicted on it.

I think the living God,
watching this, really wanted me
to take my eyes off the picture
and recognize the real Jesus. He
did His best to do so. I opened
the door of my soul to Him,
and He has been with me ever
since. Now I don’t need a
picture. And no one will prove
to me that there is no God. It’s
like someone trying to convince
me that my best friend or my
parents are fiction.

What have I learned about
Jesus during this time?

 He loves me. He loves me
not only when I’m right and
good. He loves me even when
I’m at the bottom. One day I
found myself to be the last
sinner. I never would have
thought it would happen to me.
I used to think that such fallen
people were so far from God
that they couldn’t communicate
with Him. But, to my great
surprise,  I made the discovery:
Jesus did not turn his back on
me. He was there with me, at
the very bottom of my life. He
didn’t judge. He believed in me,
He reached out and assured me
of love. And He pulled me out.
He saved and taught him not
to look with contempt at the
fallen people who are leading
their life battles. No matter how
low we fall, Jesus’ love
descends there as well.

 He gives everyone an equal
chance. Let me explain. Many of
us are too fair. Fair without
mercy. He did the deeds — he
gets what he deserves. And we
look at God through the prism
of our own justice, reasoning as
follows: this man is good — he
goes to heaven, and the un-
worthy — he cannot see paradise.

What I Know About Jesus

Do we think that people are
born in different families, in
different conditions? What are
the chances of an alcoholic child
becoming a decent person? And
God gives everyone an equal
chance. He died once both for
the sins of good people and for
the sins of the most notorious
villains. And he said that people
are saved by faith in His
merits, and not by using the
bonuses earned. By itself, even
a good person is not good
enough.

Entrance to heaven is not
carried out on the principle of
a single state exam (who scored
more points). There will be
those who have been able to
appreciate what Jesus did for
them. And what did He do? He
took upon Himself the
punishment (in fairness there
should be a punishment!) for
all our sins and sinners. And
being saved, it turns out, is
very simple: you must faithfully
accept the feat of Jesus and
repent of your sins.

We are all sinners (some more,
some less), and we all need a
Savior. Getting up from their
knees after praying repentance,
the good and the bad are equally
pure in the eyes of God who
has forgiven both of them.

 Jesus is God and man at
the same time. It’s not easy to

understand. Or rather, it’s
impossible. The Bible calls it the
secret of piety. But the bottom
line is this: God became one of
us so that we can become like
Him. Jesus, born to a girl
named Mary, inherited human
nature. He faced the same
problems and trials that you
and I are experiencing. He is
not a distant God thats unable
to have compassion for us. He
is the One who has experienced
for Himself what falls to us.
He can have compassion for us
in our infirmities because, like
us, He is tempted in all things
except sin (Hebrews 4:15).

 Jesus is coming soon! This
is not another sectarian
prophecy. This is the une-
quivocal message of the Bible.
This is the greatest Christian
hope. There is not long to wait:
For, “In just a little while, he
who is coming will come and
will not delay” (Hebrews
10:37). He will come so that I
may look into His eyes — not
painted, but real. He will come
that we may always be together.
He will come to put an end to
suffering and evil, to give a
meeting with dead loved ones.
He will surely come!

I’ll go talk to Jesus. Miss.

Elena KUDINOVA,
https://proekt7d.ru

Why did You come to earth,
Jesus Christ, and what will
You give me?

A few days ago, I was sitting
on the beach of a lake watching
the waves crash against the
shore. What is the meaning of
life?  — that’s the question I’ve
been thinking about. I’m sure
that’s the kind of thought that
every person has sooner or later.

Surely, if this question had
been asked me five years ago, I
would have been confused.
Perhaps it would have been
whispered softly: I don’t know...
But with the arrival of Jesus
in my life, everything changed.
It played with colors, there was
a clear meaning in it.

To answer that question now,
I’ll say, My meaning is in Jesus,
and it’s not just words. I want
to live like Him. I want to think,
to love, to accept everyone as
He is. And naturally, I look
forward to meeting Him.

I was once asked, Why did
Jesus come to earth?  He came
to make friends with me. He
became accessible, tangible, real.
Who wants to be friends with
the ephemeral heavenly spirit?
It’s incomprehensible to us,
complicated, and too confusing.

Therefore, Jesus decided to
take such a step. He left the
heavenly world, where He was
respected, praised, and loved by
all, and came to us. Here Jesus
was waiting for many trials,
difficulties and dislikes. He was
tired, crying, happy, working,
learning, he lived. As each of
us does. But now I know for
sure that Jesus understands
me, because He experienced such
a thing. He went through

everything so that we could
open up to Him completely.

By living here on earth, Jesus
set a very vivid and powerful
example of how to live. He was
the embodiment of wisdom and
love, tenderness and light. For
me personally, Jesus is a model.
And when I’m told that my
ideals are too high, I agree.

a relationship. It’s a relationship
based on love and acceptance. I
talk to Him a lot. When I’m
feeling good. And when I’m bad,
I do. I ask for advice, I seek His
will. It’s really important to know
how He sees this or that issue in
my life. Because I trust com-
pletely. I start to trust even more
when I go through difficult
moments with Jesus. He holds
his hand and never betrays.

Does Jesus respond? Yes of
course! Through the Bible,
thoughts, conversations with
people, nature and so on. Our
dialogues are rich and joyful.
After that, it’s easier and
calmer for me.

And in friendship, I value
selflessness and sacrifice. I have
many friends, but none of them
died for me. And hardly anyone
would agree to give their life
for mine. No one. Except
Jesus. It surprises, makes you
tremble, rejoice, cry and sing
at the same time. I am over-
whelmed with gratitude for the
sacrifice on the cross made
personally for me. A sacrifice
of the love of a great and so
accessible and understandable
God to me.

Jesus came to love. To hug.
To serve. To become a Friend.

For all of us living in the
twenty-first century, Jesus is
hope, love, and grace. And to
find all this, you just need to
take the first step. Try to say
to Him: Hello! I’m sure you will
hear a quiet, gentle: Hello,
daughter/son! I was waiting for
you! He’ll hug you and under-
stand everything. Jesus wants
to communicate with you. The
question is, do you want that?

Vika ZHELTUHINA,
https://proekt7d.ru

Became human? For what?

After all, Jesus is really great!
Great, and at the same time so
simple... He is ready to touch
everyone, healing wounds.
Always finds words of comfort
and support for those who feel
bad. Maybe just sit and chat
with people at the dinner table.
Take the children in your arms
and hug them. Watch with
kindness and love, smiling.
Jesus is open...

And even though He doesn’t
walk the streets of our city now,
but we know exactly what it
was. In the pages of the Bible,
stories come to life. As I read
it, I see His image on every
page and rejoice. I rejoice that
He was, is, and will be.

I tell everyone that Jesus is
my Friend. Many people wonder:
Is it possible to be friends with
God Himself? How? For me,
friendship is first and foremost
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

   









      
       







       






      

          




 



       


        
      


 

  
  

   
 
  
  

  

 
 




   




        
   













        















    
  





        


    


      


  







    

 












 



         
  
     


         
        












       


        

     

      

     

         
  








 









   










  


        


    





          
      



     



 
 
        





       





How can I forgive those who sin
against me?



        





        

   


   
 










         




Why did God command Abraham
to sacrifice Isaac?



       













 
      
    
 



   


What is the importance
of Christian baptism?

What does it mean to be a born
again Christian?
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CRUELTY IN BIBLE
Many call Christianity a bloody religion, the Bible

a bloody book, and God a cruel and bloody one.
But it’s not. And we’re going to talk about that
today.

Let’s look at the main accusations made against
the God of the Bible!

I. OLD TESTAMENT SACRIFICES
Why did God need bloody sacrifices?
1. Sacrifices before the Law
God’s Law required the sacrifice of an animal

for sin, and only then was sin forgiven (Leviticus
4:27–35; Leviticus 5:7–10). This principle was
known to people long before the Lord gave the people
of Israel His Law.

When Adam and Eve sinned, the Lord gave them
leather garments, shedding the blood of an innocent
animal for their sin (Genesis 3:21).

As we know, Cain and Abel also offered sacrifices
to God. Thus, the Bible describes that Abel offered
a sacrifice to God from the firstborn of his flock
(Genesis 4:4–5).

After the Flood, the first thing Noah did was to
offer the Lord a burnt offering, which
was the pleasing aroma in God’s eyes
(Genesis 8:20–21).

Abraham also offered sacrifices to the
Almighty. Many people know the story
of how God commanded Abraham to
sacrifice his son Isaac. But we also know
that the Lord did not want the death of
the boy, but only tested the faithfulness
of Abraham and therefore did not allow
Isaac to die but prepared a wild ram
instead (Genesis 22:10–13).

2. The People of Israel and the
Sacrifices

The peak of the Old Testament system
of sacrifices falls on the era of the
development of the Jewish nation. The
Lord gave His people a Law that needed
to be kept. Non-observance of the
commandments was considered a sin, the
forgiveness of which required the
offering of certain sacrifices. Exodus,
Leviticus, and Deuteronomy detail God’s
Law and the order of sacrifices.

A. According to the law, the animal for
sacrifice must be without blemish: Leviticus 1:3 — If
the offering is a burnt offering from the herd, you
are to offer a male without defect. You must present
it at the entrance to the tent of meeting so that it
will be acceptable to the LORD.

B. The person offering the sacrifice had to identify
with the sacrifice: Leviticus 1:4 — You are to lay
your hand on the head of the burnt offering, and it
will be accepted on your behalf to make atonement
for you.

C. Then this man had to stab the animal:
Leviticus 1:5 — You are to slaughter the young
bull before the LORD...

D. If a person did this in faith, their sins were
forgiven.

In a nutshell, the Lord commanded people to
sacrifice animals so that they could receive
forgiveness of sins. The animal in this case was a
substitutionary sacrifice, dying instead of the sinner
for their sins.

3. Old Testament sacrifices is the prototype of
Christ’s sacrifice on the cross

Animal sacrifice was abolished with the coming
of Jesus Christ. Jesus became a true substitutionary
sacrifice and mediator between mankind and its
great Creator: 1 Timothy 2:5 — For there is one
God and one mediator between God and mankind,
the man Christ Jesus...

As we now know, animal sacrifices could not
actually make perfect and sinless the people who
offer these sacrifices to God: Hebrews 9:9 — ...the
gifts and sacrifices being offered were not able to
clear the conscience of the worshi per; Hebrews
10:4 — It is impossible for the blood of bulls and
goats to take away sins.

Sacrifices in Old Testament times were needed in
order to, first, remind people of their sins: Hebrews
10:3 — But those sacrifices are an annual reminder
of sins. Second, the sacrifices were the prototype of
the substitutionary sacrifice of Jesus Christ, who
died for the sins of the whole world on the cross.

This is well stated in Hebrews 10:5–10: Therefore,
when Christ came into the world, he said: “Sacrifice
and offering you did not desire, but a body you
prepared for me; with burnt offerings and sin
offerings you were not pleased. Then I said, ‘Here I
am — it is written about me in the scroll I have
come to do your will, my God’”. First he said,
“Sacrifices and offerings, burnt offerings and sin
offerings you did not desire, nor were you pleased
with them” — though they were offered in
accordance with the law. Then he said, “Here I am, I
have come to do your will”. He sets aside the first
to establish the second. And by that will, we have
been made holy through the sacrifice of the body of
Jesus Christ once for all.

4. Is Christianity a bloody religion?
Hebrews explains the need to shed the blood of

animals: Hebrews 9:16–22 — In the case of a will,
it is necessary to prove the death of the one who
made it, because a will is in force only when somebody
has died; it never takes effect while the one who
made it is living. Therefore even the first covenant
was not put into effect without blood. When Moses
had proclaimed every command of the law to all the
people, he took the blood of calves, together with water,
scarlet wool and branches of hyssop, and sprinkled
the scroll and all the people. He said, “This is the
blood of the covenant, which God has commanded
you to keep”. In the same way, he sprinkled with the
blood both the tabernacle and everything used in its
ceremonies. In fact, the law requires that nearly
everything be cleansed with blood, and without the
shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.

However, Christianity is not a bloody religion.
The shedding of animal blood in the Old Testament
only testifies to how seriously God takes sin and
what a serious punishment is imposed for sin —
death (Romans 6:23).

the base of the altar and the animal’s entrails burned
on the altar.

Remember God’s commands about the Passover
lamb. The Lord said, That same night they are to eat
the meat roasted over the fire, along with bitter herbs,
and bread made without yeast. Do not eat the meat
raw or boiled in water, but roast it over a fire — with
the head, legs and internal organs. Do not leave any
of it till morning; if some is left till morning, you
must burn it (Exodus 12:8–10).

Today, during lunch, few people think about the
cruelty associated with the killing of an animal whose
meat was cooked for dinner.

B. God’s Law and Human Sacrifice
Unlike pagan religions, The Old Testament law,

despite the entire system of sacrifices, forbade the
sacrifice of people: Deuteronomy 12:31 — You must
not worship the LORD your God in their way,  because
in worshi ping their gods, they do all kinds of
detestable things the LORD hates. They even burn
their sons and daughters in the fire as sacrifices
to their gods; Leviticus 18:21 — Do not give any
of your children to be sacrificed to Molek, for you
must not profane the name of your God. I am the
LORD; Leviticus 20:1–2 — The LORD said to Moses,
“Say to the Israelites: ‘Any Israelite or any foreigner
residing in Israel who sacrifices any of his children
to Molek is to be put to death. The members of the
community are to stone him’”.

Heavenly Father not only discourages
such sacrifices, but forbids the sacrifice
of people. Why? Because, first, they are
made in the image and likeness of God,
and second, man is sinful, and therefore
his death cannot be a pleasant sacrifice
for God.

II. THE CRUELTY
OF OLD TESTAMENT LAW

1. Death penalty
According to God’s Law, the state of

Israel in Old Testament times was to
punish with death people who did not obey
the Law of God. But such punishment
had the purpose of restoring God’s order
of things. And so it was not considered
the destruction of God’s creation, but the
restoration of God’s order of things in
His creation according to God’s laws and
commandments: Exodus 21:12–15 —
Anyone who strikes a person with a fatal
blow is to be put to death. ... Anyone who
attacks their father or mother is to be
put to death; Exodus 22:18–20 — Do
not allow a sorceress to live. Anyone who

has sexual relations with an animal is to be put to
death. Whoever sacrifices to any god other than
the LORD must be destroyed.

Resisting God and His Law is a sin, and sin is a
contagious thing. It acts and spreads among humans
like a virus. The death penalty was introduced by
God in order to exterminate sin and evil from the
society of the people of God.

2. An eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth
The well-known eye-for-eye law is not at all unfair

and cruel. On the contrary, it calls for justice and
mercy. How do you understand this? It’s very simple.
The world is cruel, because a person is cruel. In
response to a blow, a person responds with two
blows. And if someone gouges out his eye, he will
gouge out two eyes, and even tear off a person’s
hand that was used to gouge out his eye.

That is why God instituted a law that forbade
such behavior and called people to justice: Exodus
21:23–24 — If you do and they cry out to me, I will
certainly hear their cry. My anger will be aroused,
and I will kill you with the sword; your wives will
become widows and your children fatherless.

III. EXTERMINATION
OF THE CANAANITE PEOPLE

1 Samuel 15:1–3 says, Samuel said to Saul, “I
am the one the LORD sent to anoint you king over
his people Israel; so listen now to the message from
the LORD. This is what the LORD Almighty says: ‘I
will punish the Amalekites for what they did to
Israel when they waylaid them as they came up
from Egypt. Now go, attack the Amalekites and totally
destroy a all that belongs to them. Do not spare
them; put to death men and women, children and
infants, cattle and sheep, camels and donkeys’”.

Why did the Lord God command the Israelites
to exterminate entire nations, including the elderly,
women, and children?

1. Extermination of Canaanite peoples as God’s
punishment

When God called Abraham to go from Ur of the
Chaldeans to the Promised Land, He promised him
and his seed to give the land of ten nations for eternal
use — Canaan: Genesis 15:18–21 — On that day the
LORD made a covenant with Abram and said, “To
your descendants I give this land, from the Wadi of
Egypt to the great river, the Euphrates — the land of
the Kenites, Kenizzites, Kadmonites, Hittites,
Perizzites, Rephaites, Amorites, Canaanites,
Girgashites and Jebusites”.

The most interesting thing is that God did not tell
Abraham that he already owned this land. God promised
to give this land to Abraham’s offspring after a certain
period of time. That’s how the Bible says it.

(Continued on page 12)

Sin (big or small) is a very serious crime. It would
seem that pride is such a minor sin, but it was
pride that turned Lucifer into the devil. Similarly,
Cain’s jealousy prompted him to kill his brother
Abel. Distrust of God led Adam and Eve to disobey
His commandment, which brought great curses upon
all mankind.

Many consider Christianity a bloody religion
precisely because Christianity takes sin as seriously
as God treats it.

Furthermore, God’s justice requires that sin be
punished. Sin cannot be mercifully forgiven and
forgotten until God’s justice is fully and finally
served. This explains the need to offer a sacrifice
for sin. But, as we emphasized earlier, the blood of
animals did not destroy sins, but only covered them
for a while (Hebrews 10:4). This continued until
Christ came and paid with His holy blood for sin.
Thus, Christianity, unlike other religions, offers a
solution to the problem of sin.

Yes, Christianity requires a death penalty for
sin, but it is the only religion that leads to life. By
His death on the cross, Jesus Christ gave eternal
life to believers in Him. All that is required of us is
to entrust our lives to Christ and believe in His
substitutionary sacrifice on the cross for our sins.
By faith man receives forgiveness of sins, salvation,
and eternal life: John 5:24 — Very truly I tell you,
whoever hears my word and believes him who sent
me has eternal life and will not be judged but has
crossed over from death to life; John 3:16–18 —
For God so loved the world that he gave his one
and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not
perish but have eternal life. For God did not send
his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to
save the world through him. Whoever believes in
him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe
stands condemned already because they have not
believed in the name of God’s one and only Son.

Christ is life. All other paths lead to death:
John 14:6 — Jesus answered, “I am the way and
the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father
except through me”; Acts 4:12 — Salvation is found
in no one else, for there is no other name under
heaven given to mankind by which we must be saved.

So, summarizing all of the above, answer the
question: which religion is bloody — Christianity,
which leads to eternal life, or all other religions
that promise life, but lead to death, because they
are not able to free a person from sin and punishment
for it?

5. Facts that are rarely taken into account
A. Meat is meat
In most cases (except for the burnt offering and

sin sacrifice), the meat of the sacrificed animal was
eaten by humans, while the blood was drained to 
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A. First, the descendants of Abraham
will fall into slavery in Egypt: Genesis
15:13–14 — Then the LORD said to him,
“Know for certain that for four hundred
years your descendants will be strangers in
a country not their own and that they will
be enslaved and mistreated there. But I will
punish the nation they serve as slaves, and
afterward they will come out with great
possessions”.

B. After slavery in Egypt, Abraham’s
descendants will enter and take possession
of Canaan: Genesis 15:16 — In the fourth
generation your descendants will come back
here, for the sin of the Amorites has not yet
reached its full measure.

Notice the reason why the Israelites are
exterminating the Canaanite peoples, their
iniquities.

The Lord allowed the Israelites to enter
canaan and take possession of it by exter-
minating the peoples who had previously
lived there because of the iniquity and
sinfulness of these peoples. Until the measure
of their iniquities is overflowing, God will
endure and wait for their repentance. But at
one point, according to God’s Word, the
cup of God’s wrath will overflow. And the
people of God will be an instrument of
punishment for the wicked Gentiles living in
Canaan. And that’s exactly what happened.

2. Extermination of canaanite people is
protection of God’s people

God protects His children. The Israelites
were God’s chosen people — His children.
And He protected them from other nations.

Let us turn to the case of the Amalekites
(1 Samuel 15:1–3). The Lord God, unlike
us, knows the future. And He knew what
would happen to the Israelites if they did
not completely exterminate the Amalekites.
That is why God instructed His people to
exterminate the Amalekites, so that they
would not come and attack the Israelites and
destroy the people of God. King Saul testified,
that he killed all the Amalekites except their
king Agag: 1 Samuel 15:20 — Saul said.
“I went on the mission the LORD assigned
me. I completely destroyed the Amalekites
and brought back Agag their king”.

As history has shown, King Saul did
not tell the truth, because about twenty
years later the Amalekites began to attack
the cities of Israel with renewed vigor
during the reign of King David: 1 Samuel
30:1–3 — David and his men reached
Ziklag on the third day. Now the Amalekites
had raided the Negev and Ziklag. They had
attacked Ziklag and burned it, and had taken
captive the women and everyone else in it,
both young and old. They killed none of
them, but carried them off as they went on
their way. When David and his men
reached Ziklag, they found it destroyed by
fire and their wives and sons and daughters
taken captive.

After King David and his army attacked
the Amalekites and freed the captive people,
the four Amalekites managed to escape. If
King Saul had fulfi lled the Lord’s
command in due time, this would never
have happened. A few centuries later,
Haman, Hamag’s descendant, nearly
exterminated all the Jews (the book of
Esther). Thus, Saul’s incomplete obedience
almost ended in the complete destruction
of the people of Israel. God foresaw all
this, and that is why he commanded Israel
to exterminate the Amalekites.

3. Extermination of the Canaanites is
Preventing the Corruption of God’s People

With regard to the inhabitants of Canaan,
God commanded the following: Deuteronomy
20:16–18 — However, in the cities of the
nations the LORD your God is giving you as

an inheritance, do not leave alive anything
that breathes. Completely destroy a them —
the Hittites, Amorites, Canaanites, Perizzites,
Hivites and Jebusites — as the LORD your
God has commanded you. Otherwise, they
will teach you to follow all the detestable
things they do in worshiping their gods,
and you will sin against the LORD your
God.

The Israelis did not carry out this
command properly. And what the Lord
warned of happened exactly as He had
foretold it: Exodus 23:31–33 — I will
establish your borders from the Red Sea a
to the Mediterranean Sea, b and from the
desert to the Euphrates River. I will give
into your hands the people who live in

the land, and you will drive them out before
you. Do not make a covenant with them
or with their gods. Do not let them live in
your land or they will cause you to sin
against me, because the worshi p of their
gods will certainly be a snare to you;
Judges 2:1–3 — The angel of the LORD
went up from Gilgal to Bokim and said, “I
brought you up out of Egypt and led you
into the land I swore to give to your
ancestors. I said, ‘I will never break my
covenant with you, and you shall not make
a covenant with the people of this land,
but you shall break down their altars’.
Yet you have disobeyed me. Why have you
done this? And I have also said, ‘I will not
drive them out before you; they will become
traps for you, and their gods will become
snares to you’”; 1 Kings 11:4–8 — As
Solomon grew old, his wives turned his heart
after other gods, and his heart was not fully
devoted to the LORD his God, as the heart
of David his father had been. He followed
Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians, and
Molek the detestable god of the Ammonites.
So Solomon did evil in the eyes of the
LORD; he did not follow the LORD
completely, as David his father had done.
On a hill east of Jerusalem, Solomon built
a high place for Chemosh the detestable
god of Moab, and for Molek the detestable
god of the Ammonites. He did the same
for all his foreign wives, who burned incense
and offered sacrifices to their gods; 1 Kings
14:23–24 — They also set up for
themselves high places, sacred stones and
Asherah poles on every high hill and under
every spreading tree. There were even male

shrine prostitutes in the land; the people
engaged in all the detestable practices of
the nations the LORD had driven out
before the Israelites; 2 Kings 16:2–4 —
Ahaz was twenty years old when he became
king, and he reigned in Jerusalem sixteen
years. Unlike David his father, he did not
do what was right in the eyes of the LORD
his God. He followed the ways of the kings
of Israel and even sacrificed his son in the
fire, engaging in the detestable practices
of the nations the LORD had driven out
before the Israelites. He offered sacrifices
and burned incense at the high places, on
the hilltops and under every spreading tree.

God commanded the destruction of the
Canaanite peoples not just for the sake of
extermination. The Lord tried to keep His
people pure and blameless — holy, that is,
separated from other pagan peoples to serve
the Lord God. Foreseeing the future, God
knew that all these Gentiles would surely
seduce the Israelites into the path of sin.
And so it went.

We do not need to forget that God is
our Creator and we are His creation. God
has the right to control both the destinies
of individuals and the destinies of entire
nations.

The Lord never makes mistakes or makes
wrong decisions. He’s always right. He is a
righteous and just Judge before whom each
of us will appear one day to give an account
for our lives on earth. If the Lord has not
spared the Gentiles of Canaan, who once
turned away from the true God and
converted to idolatry, then you can be sure
that the same will happen to us if we do not
turn away from our sins and receive the
gift of salvation and forgiveness in the Lord
Jesus Christ.

IV. KILL OR LOVE ENEMIES?
Many wonder why in the New Testament

God commands to love enemies, while in
the Old Testament He commanded to kill
enemies?

The fact is that the idea of love and
mercy for enemies is not a New Testament
idea. In the Old Testament we read the
following about the same thing: Exodus
23:45 — If you come across your enemy’s
ox or donkey wandering off, be sure to return
it. If you see the donkey of someone who
hates you fallen down under its load, do
not leave it there; be sure you help them
with it; Proverbs 24:17–18 — Do not rejoice
when your enemy falls, and let not your
heart rejoice when they stumble. Otherwise,
the Lord will see, and it will not be pleasing
in His eyes, and He will turn away His
wrath from him; Proverbs 25:21–22 — If
your enemy is hungry, give him food to eat;
if he is thirsty, give him water to drink. In
doing this, you will heap burning coals on
his head, and the LORD will reward you.

What’s the big deal? Why, in one case,
does the Lord in the Old Testament
command to take care of the enemy, and
in another case to kill enemies? It’s all
about the concept of the enemy. It’s one
thing when God takes the lives of His
enemies, and it’s quite another thing when
a man takes the lives of his enemies.

We human beings have no right to judge
other people and carry out our own sentence,
which is why God said, It is mine to avenge;
I will repay (Deuteronomy 32:35). And also,
the New Testament quotes an Old Testament
passage, adding the following: Do not take
revenge, my dear friends, but leave room for
God’s wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to
avenge; I will repay”, says the Lord. On the
contrary: “If your enemy is hungry, feed him;
if he is thirsty, give him something to drink.
In doing this, you will heap burning coals on
his head” (Romans 12:19–20).
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